WesTurn News
Issue 199

9th May 2017

Western Sydney Woodturners Inc
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive
PO Box 4008, Lalor Park NSW 2147
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com

Monthly Report time is here again and everything is picking up as usual with demonstrations, barbeques etc.
We have had a number of requests for demonstrations but as we cannot get members to respond to my
requests for helpers, except for the usual ones who always help out, we may have to consider turning down
some of them. Remember that it is from these demonstrations that we get people interested in becoming
members of your Club and keep the Club going.
We have started cutting the wood out back again hoping to clean the area up if possible. All the old timber on
the racks deemed not usable has been removed and will be replaced by a fresh lot so I hope you can find
something useful for your needs.
I would like to thank all those who helped seal the timber end grain and stacking it on the shelves. All of these
small things make it easier all round for everyone.
Bunnings Barbeque went very well with more to come in the near future and these barbeques help greatly to
boosting the Club’s income.
Hopefully when all the excess equipment is sold off we can see about getting a bench on the front wall for
different activities but this doesn’t happen unless you want to assist in getting it ready.
Until Next Time
Happy Turning
BOB YOUNG

Maxi Days
A small change in our Maxi Days, Anna who organises the demonstrations would like to challenge
members to bring in something for Show and Tell on a particular topic. Last time it was Spinning Tops
and there was a nice variety of tops in different colour, size and shape. So if you have made something
in the past that fits the particular topic bring it in and put it on the table, I’m sure all the members
would be interested.
• May – Boxes, any size, any shape.
• June – Thin, anything you have made that you consider thin.
• July – Scoops and Goblets, most of us have made at least one of these, bring it in.
Look forward to seeing you at the next Maxi Day.
Editor

Shop items
Triple “P”
President: Bob Young (0408760131)

Friction Polish

Vice Presidents: Paul de Belle and

Sanding Sealer

Danny Klajman

Sandpaper

Secretary: Alan Eipper

Club Shirts

Treasurer: Paul Collins

Dust jackets

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:

Club Badges

9am – 3pm

Raymond Saich OAM

Pen Kits

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984

Catering Officer: Paul Collins

Pen Blanks – Acrylics

Librarian: Ben Reardon

Many more items also
available

Editor: Ron Fathers

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Lindsay McEwen
Lcmcewen@optusnet.com.au
Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine

$5

Friday Nights: 5pm – 9pm

$3

Third Saturday of the month:
$5

Ladies Day – Second Saturday
of the month:
$5
Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995

ron1947@optusnet.com.au
Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh

Mon-Thurs: 8:30am – 4pm

Shop Trading Hours

tandawes@optusnet.com.au

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am
12:45 – 1:30pm
Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the
month:

See Paul Collins or Bob Young
for more details

From 9:30am (Lunch included) $6

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown,

21st May –
David McDonald
Pen Boxes
18th June – Ken Cooper
Spillikins, Jack Straws

Alan Phelps, Andy Tappouras.
Shop Managers:
Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:

16th July

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews, Jack Kestle
Graham Dawes (JP), Bob Young

Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart
robandgail@hotmail.com

Second Tuesday of the month –
7pm

If you have any problems or information
concerning the club, please contact any of
the above committee members.

FOR SALE
Members don’t forget we have
some Cherry, Sapele, Walnut,
European Oak and Alder bench
tops for sale at the club!
FREE CORIAN
White - 12mm and 20mm thick
Black - 12mm thick
Gray- 12mm thick

Thanks to Michelle
Rowland MP,
The member for
Greenway, for her
continued support
which includes the
printing of this
newsletter

9th May
13th June
11th July

Pens Wanted for the Troops
Can members please make and
donate any pens for the troops.
Please give them to the
convenor on your day.
Thank you so much!
Editors
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Welcome to all our new members this month. We
hope your stay is both long and rewarding

May

Tyson Smith

• Thursday 18 - 7am to 2:30pm
Bunning’s Barbeque – Seven Hills
th

Happy Birthday to all our members this
month. We hope you have a great day
with many more to come.

• Sunday 21st – 9am to 4pm
KOI Society - Fairfield Showground

Member Name

Member Since

Lawrence Benjamin

October 2013

Peter Bohan

February 2008

• Saturday 27th – 9am to 4pm
Blacktown City Festival

Rodney Brown

March 2014

Wendy Healy

July 2010

Michael Killen

January 2013

Danny Klajman

June 2015

Allan Lemon

July 2016

Lawrence Mifsud

November 2008

Marc Parsell

January 2016

Nev Parsons

November 2014

Ian Pilon

September 2016

David Searle

April 2011

Eva Steli-Gajdos

July 2015

Greg Tan

April 2016

Andy Tappouras

December 2010

Nick Wagstaff

August 2016

Members Welfare

• Any members interested in going to these
events please put your name on the
clipboards at the club
• MEMBERS – We really need more charity
bowls! So Please make as many as you can

What's New in the Zoo
The Jet Mini lathe shown was kindly donated to the
club by Ken Iles who unfortunately passed away
last year. Ken joined the club in November 2011
and was a great supporter of the club and its
activities. The Jet Mini lathe has a 125mm swing
over the bed and 380mm between centres. Its
electronic speed control includes three belt
settings and on the highest setting it is capable of
3900 rpm, making it one of the fastest lathe’s in
the club.
Raymond Saich

Our member’s welfare is important
to our club. If you or someone you
know is unwell or worse still no
longer with us. Please Let me
know at email address;
robandgail@hotmail.com
If anyone is missed be assured that
the good wishes and sympathies of
our club are with you and your
family.
Rob Stewart
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B S FROM THE BUSH
Another month gone by so quickly, another very busy one, what with most of the family
coming together for Easter here and having a good time. As I mentioned last month, the
Boss wanted the toilet putting in the workshop to ease the pressure for those in caravans
outside which got done.
After Easter, Chris and I were lost, no extra cooking, no
screaming and shouting from the kids, just back to our quiet
selves. It wasn’t long before we got back into it. Chris had to
paint the bathroom in the shed and I got back to finishing off
the chess set. Not finished yet, final photos next month.
Still doing bits and pieces to the Lions sculpture but last
Saturday we were asked to run the local markets at Geurie as
the usual people were away at a convention for Lions. This
meant getting out of bed at 4.45am, travel 30 mins up the
road and put out all the numbers for the stall holders. We
actually marked out the park the previous Wednesday. It was
5 degrees at home and 1 degree at the park. Completely dark
until just gone 6am, we had to use lanterns to see, and then
the stall holders started lining up about 6.15am. We let them
in, with the markets opening at 8am then having to go around
and pick up the money etc. The markets finished at one, so we
had to go around and pick up the numbers for next time. One very busy day finishing about
2.30pm.

Had a very interesting day last Wednesday. The Men Shed had a trip to the cotton fields in
Warren. It took about two and half hours to get there but well worth the trip. A lot of
interesting guys to talk to and a lot of fun. Stopped for morning tea and arrived at the
cotton field around eleven. Had a good chat in the reception room and then went out to
the fields where they were picking the cotton. After the field trip we went back to the
place where they sorted the cotton and the storage. There were trucks as in the photo
arriving all the time which all were weighed and recorded. On the Friday a train comes in
with about 60 containers, they get loaded and picked up on Monday. At any one time they
have between 20 and 30 million dollars worth of cotton in their warehouse. It was well
worth the visit arriving back at the shed at 5 o’clock. What a month. Catch you all next
month. Cheers for now.
Ken Vodden
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BUNNINGS BARBEQUE - 29TH APRIL
Our Barbeque at Bunnings went extremely well with a good attendance and we
were kept very busy early in the morning and at lunch time with the afternoon being
busier than usual. We ended up needing to get extra supplies in which hasn’t
happened for a long time. The cooler weather obviously makes people hungry.
The sausages left their skins which was probably them trying to escape from “have a
chat” Ian Frith who never seems to run out of conversation with anyone who is
around. Leida is now an expert in buttering bread.
It was a reasonably good day weather wise and with all the help we had it makes the
day more enjoyable and the time go faster. Thanks, everyone for all your help.
BOB YOUNG

St Bartholomew’s - Prospect
Dave, Lawrence, John and I arrived at St Bartholomew’s on a beautiful sunny day
with just a light breeze keeping it very pleasant. Little bit light on with customers,
can't say we were rushed off our feet, but those who did come appreciated our
work and a few sales ensued, just enough to make it worthwhile. Dave’s banana
stands and the camphor shavings kept the charity tin being tickled. Lawrence
demonstrated turning a couple of honey dippers in front of a small crowd of
onlookers, and the few kids there were able to demonstrate their top spinning skills
and take one home with them.
Russ Werner
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Up Here For Thinkin’
One of our many talented members, Alex, came up with the idea of the Double-Sided Bowl. He
probably thought, ‘why only use the top when you can use the top one day and bottom the next’. I
think it’s brilliant, take a look.
Editor

Bowl A -- one side

Bowl B – one side

Bowl A -- the other side

Bowl B – the other side

Charity Money Being Well Spent
This is the Efficia DFM100 Defibrillator/Monitor that the Club has purchased for Mount Druitt Hospital
Children’s Ward. The Monitor has been shipped to the hospital and is currently undergoing acceptance
testing and labelling. We will be visiting the hospital shortly to formally present the monitor to the ward
and staff.
Editor
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Love Many, Trust Few, and Always Paddle your Own Canoe
- Laurie A. Bonser
This motto has helped me keep the balanced perspective of reaching out to others and
experiencing the gifts of different relationships, attempting to avoid “blind trust” in others just
because they are nice people or are known to us, and the reality that we ourselves are the ones
ultimately responsible for our own decisions and how we live our lives. Having relationships with
many people can be a great asset in our lives – helping us to learn, grow, reach outside ourselves,
remain connected, and more. Trusting people is also an integral part of life, but the downside to
overly relying on other people is that we sometimes end up abdicating responsibility for
investigation and decision making. Of course, there are also times when another person’s actions
just catch us completely off guard by betraying a trust, but that’s part of life’s learning process too.
Paddling your own canoe doesn’t have to mean a solitary venture through life. To the contrary, it
can be a healthy and social experience to visualize like-minded people all paddling their own
vessels in a collective trip on various rivers, lakes, or oceans of life. Each person has their own
perspective, responsibilities, and selected path, but this doesn’t preclude a fellow paddler offering
a helping hand if a problem arises, or a person ahead calling out to alert others to a tricky situation
coming up. And we can certainly all use some outside encouragement at times when fatigue or
confusion threatens to swamp our boat.
Two things to contemplate.
What people in your life do you love and can also really trust?
Are there certain times or situations when it would be better for you to try ‘paddling’ on your own
more often?
Something you may not have known.
Dentists recommend that you keep your toothbrush at least 2 metres away from a toilet to avoid
airborne particles resulting from the flush.
It has been said that you cannot write a grammatically correct sentence that contains the three
words, (to, two and too), that sound the same, are spelt differently and mean and have totally
different meanings.
Joe went to purchase two balls and Sally went along too.
Well I believe I have blown that myth twice.

Quote of the month:
Money can't buy you happiness. But it does bring you a more pleasant form of misery.
- Spike Milligan

Must Fly
Woodchip
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Members Who Make Sawdust

Paul and Martin

Alex

Bob

Peter

Terry

Geoffrey

Barbara

Raymond
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Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum camphora)
Cinnamomum camphora (commonly known as camphor tree, camphorwood or camphor laurel)
is a large evergreen tree that grows up to 20–30 m tall with a 0.6 to 1.2 m trunk diameter. The
leaves have a glossy, waxy appearance and smell of camphor when crushed. In spring, it produces
bright green foliage with
masses of small white
flowers. It produces clusters
of black, berry-like fruit
around 1 cm in diameter. Its
pale bark is very rough and
fissured vertically.
Cinnamomum camphora is
native to China south of the
Yangtze
River,
Taiwan,
southern Japan, Korea, and
Vietnam, and has been
introduced to many other
countries.
Camphor laurel was introduced to Australia in 1822 as an ornamental tree for use in gardens and
public parks. It has become a noxious weed throughout Queensland and central to northern New
South Wales, where it is suited to the wet, subtropical climate.
Its massive and spreading root systems disrupt urban drainage and sewer systems and degrade
river banks. Its leaves have a very high carbon content, which damages water quality and
freshwater fish habitats when they fall into streams and rivers. The camphor content of the leaf
litter helps prevent other plants from germinating successfully, helping to ensure the camphor's
success against any potentially competing vegetation, and the seeds are attractive to birds and
pass intact through the digestive system, ensuring rapid distribution. Camphor laurel invades
rainforests and pastures, and also competes against eucalyptus trees, certain species of which are
the sole food source of koalas.
Camphor Laurel has a density around 520 kg/㎥ and a Janka hardness
of 4.4 kN (for comparison, Southern Silky Oak (Grevillea Robusta) is a
little heavier at 590 kg/㎥ and a little softer at 3.9 kN).
The sapwood has many colours ranging from almost white to dark
browns and reds. Grain is very interlocked.
Camphor’s moderate density makes it easy to shape and machine
with minimal effort. Areas of interlocked grain may cause tearout issues, but complications are
usually minimal. Glues and finishes well.
Sourced from wikipedia.org, wood-database.com, weeds.dpi.nsw.gov.au/ and gumtree.com.au.
Top image by Peripitus - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0
From sibec
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times.
It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times;
✓ Dust masks
✓ Protective glasses
✓ Suitable clothing
✓ Footwear
✓ Ear protection
It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not
doing the right thing.
REMEMBER.................
It is your body and your limbs......
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THE BACK PAGE
Item Number 38

The Planer / Thicknesser

This machine is vastly different to the “Jointer” referred to in the last Back Page and should NOT be
confused with it. The main operation of the Planer / Thicknesser is to reduce an oversized piece of
wood to a measured thickness by planing the surfaces. A thickness planer consists of three elements: a
cutter head which contains the cutting knives; a set of rollers which draw the board through the
machine; and a table which is adjustable relative to the cutter head to control the resultant thickness
of the board. Some portable thickness planers differ slightly in that the table is fixed and the cutter
head/feed roller assembly is adjusted.
Industrial thickness planers are capable of accepting very wide boards and removing large amounts of
material in a single pass. These machines are driven by powerful motors and are of very heavy
construction. In recent times, a range of lightweight portable thickness planers have become available
which use universal motors and are much less expensive than industrial versions. In operation, the
table is set to the desired height and then the machine is switched on. The board is fed into the
machine until it makes contact with the in-feed roller which grips the board and draws it into the
machine and past the rotating cutter head. The knives remove material on the way through and the
out-feed roller pulls the board through and ejects it from the machine at the end of the pass.
To finish a board that is flat and of uniform thickness along its length, it is necessary to start with a
board that has at least one perfectly flat reference face. The board is fed with this reference face flat
on the table and the cutter head removes an amount of material from the opposite face so that it is
made parallel to the reference face. The reference face is often created by first passing the board over
a jointer. If the lower face is not flat, the feed roller pressure pressing the board against the table will
deform the board, which will then spring back as it leaves the machine, resulting in a non-flat upper
surface.
One problem often encountered when using a thickness planer is snipe. This manifests as a deeper cut
on a short section of the board at either end and is caused by incorrect feeding or misalignment of the
in-feed or out-feed tables, or an unnecessarily high setting of the rollers recessed in the surface of the
in-feed table. It can be accommodated by keeping the board overlong to allow later trimming.
Remember, it’s NOT Jointer Planer. A Jointer can be used to make a board’s face and edge straight and
true. A Planer / Thicknesser makes your boards uniformed in thickness with two parallel faces. The
operations aren’t interchangeable between the two machines.
It is easy to understand how you can be confused as in recent times some manufacturers have made a
machine that combines both a Jointer and Planer / Thicknesser. This machine is designed so that one
of the machines can swing out of the way leaving the other available.

Eddie C.
Note: As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results
of my reading article publication
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