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Hello Everyone. We have been busy with many things lately such as a special Bunnings Barbeque on one
Thursday for customers and a large number of executives of Bunnings from across the country to see how
they do it here. Then our regular Barbeque which went off well with lots of helpers. Also, a series of
demonstrations including the Blacktown Street Festival which was a great success for all who attended,
Steve Attard, Maurie Knight, John de Vos, Rohan McCardell, Dave Matthews and myself with the same as
last year leaving my hazard lights on which were needed for access onto the site and arriving back to find I
needed the NRMA. Maybe I will catch on next year.
Maxi Day was an unbelievable day with 30 members and guests arriving for the day. Let’s see if we can do
even better than this in the future.
The bench on the front wall is almost completed and will be ready for the scrollers and pyrographers very
soon.
A day at Bert Oldfield Public School Seven Hills was a nice day until late rain but you can’t win them all.
Rohan, Dave, Russ and myself had a pleasant day but again let’s have more participation from our many
members please.
I will not be around for a while, which should please some, as I need some severe panel beating on my spine
so will leave everything to my trusty Executive to carry on. Please treat them kindly while I am away. See
you when I’m looking at you!
Happy Turning
BOB YOUNG

Maxi Days
A small change in our Maxi Days, Anna who organises the demonstrations would like to challenge
members to bring in something for Show and Tell on a particular topic. Last time it was Spinning Tops
and there was a nice variety of tops in different colour, size and shape. So if you have made something
in the past that fits the particular topic bring it in and put it on the table, I’m sure all the members
would be interested.
• June – Thin, anything you have made that you consider thin.
• July – Scoops and Goblets, most of us have made at least one of these, bring it in.
Look forward to seeing you at the next Maxi Day.
Editor

Shop items
Triple “P”
President: Bob Young (0408760131)

Friction Polish

Vice Presidents: Paul de Belle and

Sanding Sealer

Danny Klajman

Sandpaper

Secretary: Alan Eipper

Club Shirts

Treasurer: Paul Collins

Dust jackets

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:

Club Badges

9am – 3pm

Raymond Saich OAM

Pen Kits

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984

Catering Officer: Paul Collins

Pen Blanks – Acrylics

Librarian: Ben Reardon

Many more items also
available

Editor: Ron Fathers

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Lindsay McEwan
Lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au
Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine

$5

Friday Nights: 5pm – 9pm

$3

Third Saturday of the month:
$5

Ladies Day – Second Saturday
of the month:
$5
Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995

ron1947@optusnet.com.au
Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh

Mon-Thurs: 8:30am – 4pm

Shop Trading Hours

tandawes@optusnet.com.au

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am
12:45 – 1:30pm
Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the
month:

See Paul Collins or Bob Young
for more details

From 9:30am (Lunch included) $6

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown,

18th June – Ken Cooper
Spillikins, Jack Straws

Alan Phelps, Andy Tappouras
Shop Managers:
Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young

16th July – Meg Webster
Spoons and Scoops

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:
Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews, Jack Kestle
Graham Dawes (JP), Bob Young

Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart
robandgail@hotmail.com

Second Tuesday of the month –
7pm

If you have any problems or information
concerning the club, please contact any of
the above committee members.

FOR SALE
Members don’t forget we have
some Cherry, Sapele, Walnut,
European Oak and Alder bench
tops for sale at the club!
FREE CORIAN
White - 12mm and 20mm thick
Black - 12mm thick
Gray- 12mm thick

Thanks to Michelle
Rowland MP,
The member for
Greenway, for her
continued support
which includes the
printing of this
newsletter

13th June
11th July
8th August

Pens Wanted for the Troops
Can members please make and
donate any pens for the troops.
Please give them to the
convenor on your day.
Thank you so much!
Editors
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Welcome to all our new members this month. We
hope your stay is both long and rewarding

Liam Cossurt

Renee Crowther

July
• Sunday 2 – St Nicholas Festa (1:30pm to 6pm)
The Good Shepherd Parish Hall: 130 - 136 Hyatts Road – Plumpton
nd

•

Happy Birthday to all our members this
month. We hope you have a great day
with many more to come.
Member Name

Member Since

Terry Boddy

November 2001

Elaine Chui

January 2017

Leslie Coombes

November 2014

Alan Eipper

February 2008

Ron Fathers

November 2009

Tony Fryer

September 2008

Anthony Griffiths

August 2016

Les Higgins

July 2016

John Huzij

September 2015

Alan Mercieca

July 2015

Tony Motbey

October 2013

Mansour Sisan

May 2016

David Sobel

October 2010

Mirko Steli-Gajdos

July 2015

Hayden Tan

April 2016

Pragnesh Vaghela

April 2016

Sunday 30th – Christmas in July: Northmead Bowling Club (11:30am)

August
•

th

Saturday 26 – Rivergum Markets (10am to 3pm)

• Any members interested in going to these
events please put your name on the
clipboards at the club

What's New in the Zoo
The Triton router table and router below is another of the
items kindly donated to the club by Ken Iles, who
unfortunately passed away last year. The Triton router table
is 540 mm X 690 mm and has micro adjusters for fine
adjustments when rebating and planing. If you are not
experienced in the use of a router, it is recommended that
you seek advice from the convenor of the day, prior to
undertaking any projects.
Raymond Saich

Members Welfare
Our members welfare is important to our club. Please let me know if you or someone you know is
unwell, or worse still no longer with us. Let me know at email address robandgail@hotmail.com
If anyone is missed be assured that the good wishes and sympathies of our Club are with you and your
family.
This is my first formal report since returning from overseas. We seem to have been a healthy club
while I was away. If anyone was missed due to my absence then my apologies.
Since returning cards have been sent to:• George Wells - Best wishes George and hopefully a mild winter to help you.
• Rob Buckwell - Rob has had some surgery and at last report is recovering well.
• Sidney Churchwood - Sid although not a current member a "Hello" card was sent to let him
know he is still remembered in our club.
Rob Stewart
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B S FROM THE BUSH
Our Dear Editor called me to see if I could get something together quickly for this month. No problem Sir
Ron. He also informed me that he was stepping down this year as he has done 3 years in the job. He has
done a fantastic job of being editor and I hope someone gets off their ass and talks him into staying. Having
said that, there are 2 ways of looking at that, Ron and Jimmy have done a good job with the newsletter for
3 years, why not let someone else have a go? They could do better!!!! This could apply to all positions on
the executive. Only time will tell as the AGM is coming up soon, how many of the members really care? I
hope many.

We had our local agricultural show this month with all the usual B.S., fun at the fair and fire works at the
end. This show was different this year as ‘CAVES WOOD GALLERY AND GIFTS’ sponsored the woodturning
and ended up with about 15 items which I had to judge. Can YOUR show beat that. How many of you push
yourself to the limit and produce something that will compete with someone outside your club. How good
are you really? Would you like to know. Maybe not. The same prize money will be available next year, so
how many will we see? See your Executive to get details of the event or go to the website.
We had a lot of fun at the
show, even the horses
came to eat at our BBQ.
We did a few BBQ’s this
month but we had time out
to enjoy ourselves. How
many of you have been 10
pin bowling recently. It was
a great night with a lot of fun and booze.
We did a BBQ at the Drags. No, not what you think, this is cars, not
the other. There was a good line up of talent though.
On a lighter note, I had a lot
of fun on the tractor I
bought some time ago. I
attempted to sort out the
crawler and improved it
somewhat. Managed to
move some soil around.
We, Chris and I, are having a
lot of fun, with the charities
we have joined and the people we have got to know, life is good.
Catch you all next month.

Ken Vodden
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A wonderful time was had on Saturday 6th
May with our teacher Carolyn McCully who
is an amazing Pyrography Artist. Such a
gentle but at the same time energetic,
talented lady who thrives in passing her
talent onto others. Carolyn supplied a Kit
for the day which included absolutely
everything needed. In this Workshop, not
only do you learn the Art of Pyrography but
also how to incorporate watercolour and
other mediums into your project. Such a
wonderful day was spent with likeminded
people enjoying each other’s company.
Attending the class were Lynne & Bob
Young, Lois Janik, Marc Parsell, Janelle
Somerville and myself. Stephen Attard
joined us to cheer us on and give his
support. A small group of 6 which is
just perfect for beginners to focus on
our project and not burn our fingers.
There were not too many distractions
other than the ones we made
ourselves with a few jokes and
laughter.
Why not expand your knowledge and skills and try something different just for a change?
You never know – You may just like it.
Our gratitude goes to Generous Club
Members Anna Dawes, Graham Dawes,
Stephen Attard, Liam Healey, Bob Young
and The Club, who loaned their Pyrography
machines for all of us to use. Without your
generosity, the Workshop may not have
been possible for some who don’t own one.
Thanks Bob & Anna for arranging this
Workshop.
I’m looking forward to
practicing lots then doing the Advanced
Workshop.
Guess what I just did???? – I ordered my Razortip Burner & can’t wait for it to arrive.
Branka Hedges
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Bunnings V.I.P. Day
During the Bunnings bar-b-q in April we were approached by the co-ordinator asking if we would
be prepared to do a special bar-b-q for Thursday the 18th May as they were having a number of
VIPs from Bunnings attending the store. We readily agreed to this invitation.
Since this was a weekday bar-b-q we did not have a lot to go by as far as what to expect but never
the less a number of intrepid souls arrived ready to get underway.
Bob Young and Ian Frith took up their normal positions at the plate whilst Anna Dawes and myself
started on the buttering of the bread. Can you image, with one being a left hander and the other a
right hander we got started, however, it did not take too long before we realised that we should
have been on opposite sides to where we were.
Eddie Catford and Paul Collins were busy getting everything else ready for the day. The bar-b q
started out fairly quietly and sales were progressing reasonably but nothing like a weekend but
sales ticked along. At one stage in the morning it was almost like a bus pulled up and people
dressed in the Bunnings uniform started appearing in great numbers. These were the VIPs that
were expected. We were later informed that these people were Bunnings bosses from stores all
over Australia as well as a few from overseas. You would never know that they were bosses as
they were dressed just like all the Bunnings employees that we all have come to know and love.
These bar-b-q’s are a major source of our income and it is pleasing to see club members attend to
help. Many members arrived during the day to share the load which was good to see, as the old
expression goes ‘many hands make light work’. The usual banter occurred during the day between
members and a good day was had by those who attended.
Paul de Belle

RIVERGUM MARKETS
I arrived at the markets at 7:20am, unloaded the trailer and started putting the tents up, then
Rowan arrived. Not long after we finished setting up Mark arrived. It was a bit quiet to start, but
as the morning moved on we got quite busy. Rowan and I had quite a few sales. This was Mark’s
first time and he really enjoyed himself. We made $74.20 for the charity. The weather was really
good, lots of sunshine. We finished up about 2pm.
Dave Matthews
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Maxi Day with David McDonald
May 2017 Maxi Day and guest presenter is David McDonald.
His specialty is pen boxes.
There were over 30 people who attended, so you could say a
spectacular turnout.
David’s presentation was a step by step description of
constructing and assembly of pen boxes with such precision
that Bob Young, who purchased a couple some months ago still
has trouble opening them.
A break for lunch, which was the usual delicacies of salad, coleslaw,
sliced tomato, sliced onion, sausages, fried onion and bread aptly
prepared by Paul Collins and Ian Frith.
I must mention the raffle prizes which consisted of various pieces of
timber were kindly donated by Anna. One member, who was
pressured by his wife to redraw his winning tickets because he
would be in the ‘doghouse’ if he were to bring anymore timber
home.
There
was
a
plethora of items for the Show and Tell, four tables full and Paul
Brinkley from the Hunter Woodworkers Club was impressed by the
quality of the items on display.
David went on to
demonstrate the
construction and
assembly of a
cardboard
presentation box for the pen boxes. He also had, for those of us
who attended, a handout containing his instructions and plans for
both boxes.
Everyone enjoyed the day and I know a few members who are
eager to have a go at making David’s boxes.
Maurie Knight

Paul Brinkley

Lyle

Rob Stewart
Camphor – Resin

Jacaranda

Jacaranda

Silkwood
Jacaranda
Friction Polish

Queensland Maple
Wop (Wipe on Poly)
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Maurie Knight

Ron Fathers

Cedar- Bees Wax
Tas Blackwood & BH Sassafras -Shellac
Teak & Sassafras – Stylewood

Teak -Burnishing Oil
Cedar -Danish Oil
Sapele & Ash – Mineral Oil & Bees Wax

Les Pritchard
Jarrah – Spray Lacquer
Meranti – Burnishing Oil

Mahogany – Estapol
Silver Ash- Walnut & Oak

Colonial Pine & Ply

Mixed Woods – Canola Oil

Liam Healy

Camphor – Wood wipe
Silky Oak – Aussie Oil

Pine

Jacaranda
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Steve Hitchcock

Fred de Jonge

Jacaranda

Lawrence Mifsud

Various Items

Ken Vodden

Silky Oak & Veneers
Lacquer

Ian Frith

African Olive
Friction Polish

Tassie oak

Steve Attard

Olive & Cedar
Friction Polish

Raymond Saich

Rosewood
Friction Polish

Eddie Catford

African Olive
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Blacktown City Festival
The following members attended the show, Bob Young, Dave
Mathews, John de Vos, Steve Attard, Rohan McCardell and
myself.
The day was sunny with a slight chill in the air till midafternoon and there was a good crowd throughout the day.
The charity bowls were a big hit at $5 each. Some members of
the public were very persistent to barter, even offering $1 per
bowl. I think the sales were good, the charity did well and
there were not many left at the end of the day. We even had a
visit from our opposition camp, Cumberland Woodturners,
namely Bill and Larry.
There was a lot of interest by the public for potential
membership. The highlight of the day, sorry Bob, was Bob
leaving his hazard lights on all day and consequently having a
flat battery and no way of getting into his car without the
assistance of roadside assist.

Maurie Knight
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SOME THINGS YOU MAY NOT KNOW (OR WANT TO KNOW)
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Oak trees do not produce acorns until they are fifty years of age or older.
No piece of paper can be folded in half more than seven times. - Test it for yourself.
The liquid inside young coconuts can be used as a substitute for Blood plasma. - Not for me.
Donkeys kill more people annually than plane crashes or shark attacks. - So, watch your Ass.
You burn more calories sleeping than you do watching television.
The first product to have a bar code was Wrigley's gum.
The King of Hearts is the only king without a moustache.
American Airlines saved $40,000 in 1987 by eliminating one olive from each salad served
in first-class.
Venus is the only planet that rotates clockwise. Since Venus is normally associated with
women, what does this tell you? (That women are going the 'right' direction – please don’t tell
your wife as it will spread around the world.
Apples, not caffeine, are more efficient at waking you up in the morning. - Neither work on
teenagers.
Most dust particles in your house are made from dead skin.
Walt Disney was afraid of mice.
Pearls dissolve in vinegar. - Vinegar does not do much for oysters either.
16. It is possible to lead a cow upstairs... but, not downstairs. -Test in your friend’s house.
A duck's quack doesn't echo, and no one knows why.
Dentists have recommended that a toothbrush be kept at least two metres away from a toilet
to avoid airborne particles resulting from the flush. - I keep my toothbrush in the living room.
Turtles can breathe through their butts. I know a lot of people who exhale that way and most
have a very bad breath.

Quote of the month:
Give Lavishly! Live Abundantly!
The more you give, the more you get,
The more you laugh, the less you fret.
The more you do unselfishly, the more you live abundantly.
The more of everything you share, the more you’ll always have to spare.
The more you love, the more you’ll find that life is good and friends are kind.
For only what we give away enriches us from day to day.
- Helen Steiner Rice.
Must Fly Woodchip

Koi Society Show
I arrived at the showground about 7:30am. Andy & George got there at 8am. We set everything up & got
ready for the day. The Chinese Drummers were directly across from us and every time they performed it
brought the crowds for us, as the people then came to look at our stall & watch the spinning tops being
made and the children enjoyed playing with them. We all sold some goods and the weather was great. We
made $154 for the charity and a good day was had by all.
Dave Matthews
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Members Who Make Sawdust

Maurie and Shaun

John

Ron

Tim

Steve

Mike and Alan

Bob

Danny
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Southern Silky Oak (Grevillea robusta)
Grevillea robusta, commonly known as the southern
silky oak, silk oak or silky oak, or Australian silver
oak, is the largest species in the genus Grevillea of the
family Proteaceae. It is not closely related to the true
oaks, Quercus. It is a native of eastern coastal
Australia, in riverine, subtropical and dry rainforest
environments receiving more than 1,000 mm per year
of average rainfall. This tree is used widely in gardens,
but is also very useful to control erosion around
stream and river banks, and to reclaim old pasture
land. It is one of the most popular ornamental native
trees in Australia.
Southern Silky Oak grows to 20-30m tall with a trunk
diameter up to 1m. It has dark grey bark, dark green
lobed foliage and stunning golden-orange flowers in
Spring. The timber has a fairly coarse texture and
straight grain.
Southern Silky Oak has a density around 590 kg/㎥
and a Janka hardness of 3.9 kN (for comparison,
Camphor Laurel (Cinnamomum camphora) is a little
lighter at 520 kg/㎥ and a little harder at 4.4 kN).
The main feature of Silky Oak is the grain structure. Medulla rays (radial cells that transport fluid
between centre and outside of the trunk) are very pronounced in the timber when the wood is
quarter sawn. Overall a fairly easy wood to work with,
though there may be some difficulty in planing, with
tear out occurring. Can cause eye and skin irritation. It
is used for
Medulla rays in Silky Oak
Veneer,
cabinetry,
fine furniture, musical instruments, turned objects, and
other small specialty items.

Related species:
Beefwood (Grevillea striata).
Other members of the Proteaceae family:
Lacewood (Panopsis spp.)
Leopardwood (Roupala montana)
Macadamia Nut (Macadamia integrifolia)
Northern Silky Oak (Cardwellia sublimis)

Drawer Front - Silky Oak

Sourced from Wikipedia, Gardening With Angus, The Wood Database and Uptown Funk Junk

From Sibec
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times.
It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times;
✓ Dust masks
✓ Protective glasses
✓ Suitable clothing
✓ Footwear
✓ Ear protection
It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not
doing the right thing.
REMEMBER.................
It is your body and your limbs......
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The Table Saw

Table saws are extremely convenient when you have a project that requires both quantity and
quality. These little machines can mitre, rip, crosscut, and bevel.
In contrast, with other types of circular saws, where the material remains stationary, as the
operator guides the saw into the material these machines rely on the saw being stationary and are
especially dangerous, because the operator holds the material being cut, instead of the saw,
making it easy to accidentally move hands into the spinning blade.
Various conditions experienced while cutting any of the above either ways can cause a partially cut
board to move, twist, or have the saw blade's kerf close up and bind the blade. Poor blade or
fence alignment, operator error, or pre-existing stresses in the wood released by cutting may
cause these different and dangerous conditions.
A riving knife rides within the kerf, pivoting on the saw's arbor in relation to blade height, to
maintain an even gap between the two cut sides of the board, preventing jamming which could
cause the stock to be forcefully ejected rearward toward the saw's operator. This is called
“kickback” and can pull the operator's hand into contact with the saw blade.
Some table saws are fitted with sharpened ratchet teeth on a free-swinging pawl attached to the
guard which restrain a board during a kickback function.
When operating the table saw you should not fear it but have respect for its operation by being
particular with all the safety procedures, the table free from clutter, the fence correctly adjusted,
the saw blade height correctly adjusted, the riving knife, free swinging pawl and blade cover are
fitted correctly. It is suggested but not limited to that an area as big as the thumb little finger hand
span around the saw blade is a no-go area and should always use the push sticks or none slip push
pads. It should go without saying your personal safety, eye and hearing protection should also be
first priority.
MOST IMPORTANT. Never do any adjustment or maintenance on the machine while it is running,
major adjustments or repairs disconnect the power source completely.

Eddie C.
Note: As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results
of my reading article publication
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