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Well, here I am again back in one piece for a long while hopefully. It has been a fairly quiet period and I have
been wondering whether we should be building boats instead of turning, I know all your thoughts are with
the people who have been affected by the cyclone and floods in the recent weeks.
One small point…. can everyone please desist from driving past the back of the bus shed in rainy weather as,
if you look, you are turning the lawn into a boggy swamp which makes the Club look awful and it will now
take a lot of work fixing it up.
Daily clean-up is keeping the Club as neat as possible. Thanks, everyone for your help as we all know “many
hands mean light work”.
Everyone remember to check your tool box when opened and report to the convener if you have any tools
missing. Also, before you leave the Club have it checked to see if there are any shortages because it’s easy
to put a tool in your bag accidentally and then another member suffers with tool shortages.
One other thing….NO ONE... is to leave their work in progress behind until next time, take all your jobs and
tools with you when you leave. If you leave it others suffer from lack of space or a messy clutter. See the
convener of the day if it is only a “one time” or if there are exceptional circumstances.
I know many say that Its always Rules and Rules BUT if everyone did what they liked and we had no Rules
then the Club would look like a pig sty and no one would win.
There will be some more equipment for sale shortly which will be shown in the Club the same way as
before, in the yellow box with the item wanted and this will be drawn at a meeting.
We have large pieces of laminated timber in the back shed, ask the convener to show you. If you or anyone
you know needs paint we have a plentiful supply, see one of the Conveners.
See you next time
BOB YOUNG

Shop items
Triple “P”
President: Bob Young (0408760131)

Friction Polish

Vice Presidents: Paul de Belle and

Sanding Sealer

Danny Klajman

Sandpaper

Secretary: Alan Eipper

Club Shirts

Treasurer: Paul Collins

Dust jackets

Grants Officer & Membership Secretary:

Club Badges

9am – 3pm

Raymond Saich OAM

Pen Kits

Contact: Liam Healy – 0411560984

Catering Officer: Paul Collins

Pen Blanks – Acrylics

Librarian: Ben Reardon

Many more items also
available

Editor: Ron Fathers

Jimmy-Woodturner@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Lindsay McEwan
lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au
Training Co-ordinator: Ron Devine

$5

Friday Nights: 5pm – 9pm

$3

Third Saturday of the month:
$5

Ladies Day – Second Saturday
of the month:
$5
Contact: Anna Dawes – 96386995

ron1947@optusnet.com.au
Assistant Editor: James (Jimmy) Singh

Mon-Thurs: 8:30am – 4pm

Shop Trading Hours

tandawes@optusnet.com.au

Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am
12:45 – 1:30pm
Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm

Maxi Day – Third Sunday of the
month:

See Paul Collins or Bob Young
for more details

From 9:30am (Lunch included) $6

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod Brown,

16th April – Easter Sunday
(No Maxi day)
21st May – David
McDonald - Pen Boxes
18th June – Ken Cooper
Spillikins, Jack Straws

Alan Phelps, Andy Tappouras, Maurie Knight
Shop Managers:
Paul Collins (JP) and Bob Young
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:
Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews, Jack Kestle
Graham Dawes (JP), Maurie Knight, Bob Young

Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart
robandgail@hotmail.com

Second Tuesday of the month –
7pm

If you have any problems or information
concerning the club, please contact any of
the above committee members.

FOR SALE
Members don’t forget we have
some Cherry, Sapele, Walnut,
European Oak and Alder bench
tops for sale at the club!
FREE CORIAN
White - 12mm and 20mm thick
Black - 12mm thick
Gray- 12mm thick

Thanks to Michelle
Rowland MP,
The member for
Greenway, for her
continued support
which includes the
printing of this
newsletter

11th April
9th May
13th June

Pens Wanted for the Troops
Can members please make and
donate any pens for the troops.
Please give them to the
convenor on your day.
Thank you so much!
Editors
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Welcome to all our new members this month. We
hope your stay is both long and rewarding

Tony Mercieca

April

Irene Manning



Happy Birthday to all our members this
month. We hope you have a great day
with many more to come.
Member Name

Member Since

Robyn Mahoney

May 2003

Peter Bland

January 2004

Ron Devine

March 2005

Kevin Hilton

August 2008

Les Pritchard

July 2009

Lindsay McEwan

February 2011

John Lane

December 2013

Jeanette Hitchcock

July 2014

Joe Farrugia

April 2015

Shaun Slater

May 2015

Colleen Durand

April 2016

Dick Durand

April 2016

Lori de Belin

May 2016

Paul Foulds

June 2016

Lois Janik

July 2016

Rob Wilks

July 2016

Luke Potts

August 2016

Russell Farrell

November 2016

Danny Assabgy

December 2016

Members Welfare
Our member’s welfare is important to
our club. If you or someone you know
is unwell or worse still no longer with
us. Please Let me know at email
address; robandgail@hotmail.com

th

Saturday 29 – Bunnings BBQ
Abbot Road Seven Hills (7am to 4:30pm)
Saturday 29th - St Bartholomew’s
Ponds Road - Prospect

May


Saturday 6 – Rivergum Markets
Rouse Hill - 10am to 2pm – Setup 9am



Any members interested in going to these events please put
your name on the clipboards at the club

th

------------Breaking News ------------A Special Mention to Robyn Mahoney who received First
Prize for her work at the Sydney Royal Easter Show which
was upgraded to Work of Excellence. Congratulations
Robyn your work is certainly worthy of the Prize it was
accorded. Robyn would like to thank all those who helped
her in her endeavour.

Raymond Saich took out third prize in the segmented
section which was a fantastic achievement.

If anyone is missed be assured that
the good wishes and sympathies of
our club are with you and your family.

Rob Stewart

Well done to you both
Bob Young
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B S FROM THE BUSH
Just to put the record straight, everyone, please get last months Westurn newsletter out and insert the
next two photos which went missing and read the article again. Does it make sense now? Only kidding guys,
I think the Editor, Ron Fathers and his assistant Jimmy Singh are doing a fantasic job. Ron was saying the
other day, when he was chasing me for my report, how difficult it was getting members to do a report for
the news letter. It is difficult to understand why a person joins a club and expects everyone else to do the
work so they can enjoy doing what they want to do. Get involved guys, you might feel good about it.

There are three major projects happening at the moment. The chess set started many months ago has been
put on the back burner for now. We have 95% of the family arriving for Easter (some fom Melbourne, the
rest from Sydney) and Chris thought it would be a good idea to get the bathroom and kitchenette done in
the workshop so that is the main task at the moment. Getting a tiler to do the floor seems to be a problem.
One came and screened the floor, still waiting for him to do the water proofing and laying the tiles. Only
got a short time left and to make things worse, as timing goes, we have the Grand Kids coming next
weekend.

The third project is for Lions. They are
having their convention in Wellington in
October and there is a memorial service for
those who have passed away in the last
twelve months. I have been asked to do a
sculpture for the event. After negotiations
with those concerned an idea has come up
with some very large turnings as per the
photos (if the editor puts them in!!!). As
seen on the lathe is the position of the
sculpture in final situ, 600mm dia, 300mm deep, segmented, made
in 2 parts, one being 16kgs the other 10kgs.trimmed as much as possible before joining the two halves,
total weight was about 18kgs. Plenty of turning and hopefully will look good when completed. More info to
come.
Last month I asked for some rain, well, you have to be careful for what you asked for as it rained for about
2 days solid with thunder and lighting, very little sleep at night. I need my beauty sleep. Catch you next
time.
Ken Vodden
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VISIT TO THE CLUB BY MICHELLE ROWLAND, M.P.
AND ‘BREED’ PARTICIPANTS
We had a very pleasant day on Thursday 30th March with a visit from Michelle
Rowland, M.P. Federal Member for Greenway and her assistant Adam along with
David Erwin, Relieving Principal and Tonnie Slater, Careers Advisor from Seven Hills
High School. Michelle was there to have a look at the three new lathes, tools and
equipment which we purchased with a Grant from the Federal Government’s
Stronger Communities Programme. The Grant was obtained with the help of
Michelle and the Club is thankful for all her assistance.
As this visit coincided with our
three “mentees” Alex, Tyler and
Fraser finishing their training in
the Breed Programme, Michelle
presented them with their
Certificates.
Their
Mentors,
Barbara, Andy, Alan and Les were
there as well and many thanks to
these four members for without
their help to these boys nothing
would have been achieved.
David Erwin gave a short
speech on the usefulness of
these sessions for students
and
the
enjoyable
camaraderie of the students
and wood turners. As usual,
Tonnie had chosen a great
bunch
of
students
for
mentoring.
Michelle gave a short speech
concerning the Grant and the good feeling she has for the wood turners.
Pictures were taken all round and then we moved out for morning tea and nibbles
before Michelle and Adam had to leave for other engagements and David and
Tonnie returned to the school.
Thanks to the members who were there on the day who all turned up in their Club
shirts, you represented your Club at its best. You all looked great.
Bob Young
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Intocraft Rosehill
What had previously been known as the Stitches
and Craft show at Rosehill was known as
“Intocraft” this year with the organisers deciding
on a brand name change as well as hopefully some
new plans for this event going forward. Not that
these changes were envisaged to have a major
effect on our club.
Preparation for our involvement had begun a few
weeks earlier with a number of members turning
camphor shavings in readiness for the Charity
table so for several days there were a few guys
fairly busy on the lathes. Monday and Tuesday
saw a lot more preparation with the club trailer
and equipment getting the once over in readiness
to ensure that we had sufficient Charity Bowls
and that the tools were sharp in readiness for
demonstrations. My trailer was brought into use
to also transport other essential equipment for us
to do our normal set up and presentation.
Unlike the previous weeks, Wednesday dawned
overcast and threatening rain but held off so a
convoy of cars set off from the club around
10.00am with Rosehill as the destination. When
we arrived, we found that we had been allocated
an area at the southern end of the Jim Fleming
stand that was in a word enormous, however the
size was soon to be reduced by at least half.
Despite the reduction in size the benefit was that
we were able to unload all our items without
having to cart it through all the other exhibitors
who were busy setting up, thereby reducing any
inconvenience to any one at all.
Once our area had been clearly defined and the
club’s equipment and Charity table was established the draw for member’s positions was
done and we all went about setting up our
own displays. The members set up was in a U
shape and the draw resulted in Rohan and
Eddie having the positions as welcoming
potential customers and lookers. Next to them
were Steve Attard and Bob Young respectively
so if the first two were busy these guys were
the next welcoming party. Next were Manny,
Les Combes, myself then George Hulme and
Danny. All work was completed pretty well by
about 2.30pm in readiness for the start on
Thursday.
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This year it seemed that the numbers attending
the show were a little down a bit on previous
years but a major contributing factor to that was
the fact that it was almost continually raining for
the duration of the show, however this did not
stop the event from proceeding and there was a
fairly constant flow of people looking and
admiring the work that members had done and
had for sale.
Many times, I heard the comment “The work that
you guys do is excellent.” Manny’s lighthouse
again attracted a great deal of attention as did the number of burl bowls that were for sale.
Jill had her birthday during the show and when a birthday
cake appeared we were only too happy to help her celebrate.
We hope you had a great day.
During the show the
organisers held interviews
with the various stall
holders which went onto
Facebook.
Bob
gladly
stepped up to tell everyone
what our club is all about.
Lynne
Young
again
volunteered her time for the
four days looking after the
charity table, although she
gained another worker on Sunday, namely Lyn de Belle. It
was good to see that when the two Lyn’s were occupied
with customers, the members quickly stepped up to assist
when help was needed.
All in all I think that everyone had a good time and all members enjoyed the experience and
the sales that they achieved.
Paul de Belle
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What's New in the Zoo

The chucks and accessories, shown here, are part of
a grant we received for the three new cougar lathes
with the assistance of Michelle Rowland MP under
the Federal Government Stronger Communities
program. These chucks include three 100mm, a
120mm and a 150mm, and will allow both
members and students to be sure that they have
the right chuck for their next project.
The student mentoring program provides students
from Seven Hills High School an opportunity to
spend a day each week, for five weeks, with an
experienced turner and a unique work experience.
If you would like to assist with mentoring students
in term 3 please contact Barbara.

Raymond Saich
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Maxi Day - presented by Alan and Steve.
Finishing with Alan Phelps
Alan began the day by discussing various types of
finishes that can be applied to woodturned items his
main focus for the day was superglue. He focused
on how to use superglue as a sealer and also as a
finish, Alan had a pine charity bowl which was
turned and sanded so superglue could be applied.
The superglue was put on the bowl by using a chux
cloth two coats of superglue where applied then He
showed and explained the use of acetone to thin
down superglue so it wasn’t as thick when applied
and it could be used easier in its application. Alan
gave examples of ratios that he possibly used to thin
out his super glue an example was a ratio of 50:50 Alan went through and discussed how to make
your own accelerator to make the superglue dry quicker which was a mixture of 50% Water 50%
methylated ½ teaspoon of Bicarbonate Soda mixed together and put in a spray type plastic bottle.
Coats of super glue are built up during the process without sanding in between each coat applied
after 2-3 coats of superglue where applied the sanding process by hand began starting at 400grit
going upwards to 800grit the lathe wasn’t running during this process once sanded, A coat of
“PPP” was applied followed by a coat of friction polish and a fantastic shine was achieved. A big
thanks to Alan for his demonstration and being thorough with his explanation of the topic of
finishing.

Steve began his demonstration by showing examples of
items he had previously turned which where square
edged from a box to small sushi trays which were very
eye catching. A plan was handed out by Steve for the
project that he was making for the day. He mounted a
pre-made blank on the lathe to speed up the process
and he began sending chips over the lathe much to all
turners delight. Once he was happy with the shape of
the tray he began setting out the position of the spigot
and the edge details, the edges where turned firstly
then the spigot, next was hollowing the bottom of the
tray down to the measurement on his plan. Steve was
well prepared for his demo introducing a second blank
to begin the hollowing process of the inside of the tray.
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We all stopped for lunch the meal was very well
prepared by our club caterer Ian Frith and the
BBQ master Paul Collins. Thank you very much
for a very enjoyable meal. Show and tell
followed lunch with an interesting display to see
spinning tops being the focus of the display and
there were some very impressive tops to see.
At the completion of show and tell we returned
to our seats and Steve continued with his
demonstration. He showed the process of
turning the inside down and getting it down to the size as shown in his plan. Just like a cooking
show chef Steve’s line for the day was here’s one I prepared earlier and the third and final blank
was revealed attached to a set of cole jaws.
The scraper was used to remove the spigot from the piece, once the spigot was removed the
sanding process was shown. This was done by hand with the lathe not running to remove any tool
marks left.
Thanks very much to Steve for his demonstration and to all the members who make these maxi
days happen. I would like to encourage more members to attend maxi days where possible, the
knowledge gained by other demonstrations may just help in your own turning endeavours.

Steve Attard
A mechanic was removing a cylinder head from the motor of a classic Jaguar when a wellknown heart surgeon drove up to his workshop in his E-type Jag. "Take a look at this
engine, Doc. I open its heart, take out valves and other bits and pieces, fix them, put it all back
together and when I finish, it works just like brand new," the mechanic said. "So how come I
get paid peanuts and you get the big bucks, when we are both doing basically the same work?"
The surgeon paused, leaned over and said quietly to the mechanic: "Try doing it with the
engine running."
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Behind every successful man is a woman, behind her is his wife.
I spilled spot remover on my dog. Now he's gone.
9

Collectables

Anna Dawes

Fred de Jonge

Jodie Buhagiar

Graham Dawes

Oregon - Shellac

Steve Attard

Acrylic and Oak
Friction Polish

Leida Jedniuk

Bottlebrush

For the May Maxi Day, the Show and Tell Challenge will be Boxes
10

Friday

Trend Open Days

What a day Friday was, wet and miserable yet here we were off to Trend
Timbers for their Open Day.
It seems like this was what happened last year as well
Despite the conditions, we managed to get the equipment from the trailer and
get set up without getting too wet in the process. We were located in an area
where we were sheltered from the wind and rain so we were safe and happy
little people. Leida and Steve Hitchcock started the demonstrations. It was good
to see a couple of members also turned up to lend support if needed and we also
had some visitors from the Orange Men’s Shed, including our member David
Burns.
The number of people visiting were somewhat disappointing but there was
enough for us to do with demos so we were kept occupied. Perhaps the weather
kept people away.
Unfortunately, I was unable to attend on Saturday but Barbara Clarke, Paul
Collins and Eddie Catford ran our space.
Paul de Belle

Saturday

I accompanied Paul Collins and Barbara Clarke to what started out to be a slow
day but by mid-morning things appeared to pick up with several people
watching us turn and finish a charity bowl.
There was some appreciated help from the Tormek demonstrator next to us as
he sharpened some of our tools and what a difference that made. It was also
pleasing to see some club members supporting both the Trend Open Day and
our club. As always, a big thank you to Adrian for inviting us to participate in
their open days.
Eddie Catford
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Linnwood House Demonstration Day
Linnwood house has to
be one of the finest
period homes in our
area. You can feel the
history as you walk
around
and
the
manicured
grounds
filled with shady tress
speak of times long past.
Setting up was a doddle
and it wasn’t long before
the bacon and egg rolls
where calling.
Crowds rolled in and
many admiring our fine work. Dave Mathews showed his turning skills with the spinning tops
and they were a hit with the kids.
Vintage cars, hotrods and the amazing Holroyd
band where just a few of the attractions on offer.
Everybody was in great spirits.
Everybody sold more than they expected and the
day finished on a high.
It would be great to see a few more members roll
up. The day is always enjoyable filled with
friendly banter and engaging conversations with
the public….. and a few dollars made.
Hope to see you at the next demo.
Danny Klajman
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------A lot of people are afraid of heights. Not me, I'm afraid of widths.
I eat Swiss cheese from the inside out.
You can't have everything. Where would you put it?

There's a guy in his 70's who loves to fish. He was sitting in his boat the other day when he
heard a voice say, "Pick me up." He looked around and couldn't see anyone. He thought he
was dreaming when he heard the voice say again, "Pick me up."
He looked in the water and there, floating on the top, was a frog. The man said, "Are you
talking to me?" The frog said, "Yes, I'm talking to you. Pick me up, then kiss me and I'll turn
into the most beautiful woman you have ever seen, I'll make sure that all your friends are
envious and jealous, because I'll be your bride!"
The man looked at the frog for a short time, reached over, picked it up carefully and placed it
in his shirt pocket. The frog said, "What, are you nuts? Didn't you hear what I said?" I said,
"Kiss me and I will be your beautiful bride."
He opened his pocket, looked at the frog and said, "Nah. At my age, I'd rather have a talking
frog."
(With age comes wisdom!)
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Answers to Dr Turner’s Skill Test
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

The old style of shaving required you to Lathe(r).
You can toss a ball or chuck it.
An elite athlete usually does this before a major competition. Taper
After the competition the athlete will often Rest.
A stone mason had a variety of these. Chisels
The Army insisted this be combined with spit. Polish
Think of what you hate at the dentist. The Drill
Essential for good coffee. A Grinder
A dedicated craftsperson practices to hone his/her skills.
He was the father of Joseph of the coat of many colours Jacob(s) {chuck}
There is one on every ship. A Compass.
The Government will put a clamp on expenditure when things get tight.
A badly constructed building could be all a Skew.
Carpenters will do this when making a special joint. Mortise
Cattle are called stock and the last part through the gate is the tail (combine into one word).
If it is not properly aligned it is offcentre.
Excessive pricing is often known as a price Gouge.
There are many types and some are absolutely super. Glue
The bane of any housekeeper. Dust
It is on every beach Sand and bathers often leave Paper behind (combine into one word).

Rural Marketing Skills
A while after selling a farmer a new ute the Dealer Principal contacted the farmer about the possibility of
purchasing a cow. The farmer advised that the starting price for a cow was $500.00. This appealed to the
dealer so he arranged to be at the farm the next day. After inspecting the cow the dealer said he wanted to
make the purchase whereby the farmer handed him the sale contract, see below.
Basic Cow
Extra Stomach
Two-tone exterior
Deluxe dual horns
Produce storage compartments
4 spigot high-output drainage system
Heavy-duty hay chopper
Automatic fly-swatter
Genuine Cowhide upholstery
Automatic fertilizer attachment
4x4 traction drive
Pre-delivery wash and comb
One Guernsey Service Fee
Delivery
Total price, including options

$499.95
$ 79.25
$142.10
$ 59.25
$126.50
$149.20
$189.60
$ 88.50
$179.90
$339.40
$884.16
$ 69.80
$300.00
$ 35.75
$3,143.36

Rumour is the Dealer Principal said he would purchase the cow provided the farmer came and worked for
him.
Quote of the month:
Laugh and the world laughs with you weep and you weep alone. - A favourite of my mother.
Must Fly Woodchip
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A Reminder about Workshop Safety
We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY. Please
THINK and ACT responsibly at all times.
It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times;
 Dust masks
 Protective glasses
 Suitable clothing
 Footwear
 Ear protection
It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not
doing the right thing.
REMEMBER.................
It is your body and your limbs......
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THE BACK PAGE
Item Number 37

The Jointer

The Jointer derives its name from its primary function of producing flat edges on boards prior to
joining them edge to edge to produce a wider board. The use of this term probably arises from the
name of a type of hand plane, the “Jointer Plane”, which is also used primarily for this purpose.
Newcomers to woodwork all ask this basic question. What is the basic difference between a
Jointer and a Planer?
The answer is simple, a lot! And is there such a thing as Jointer Planer? No!
Both machines do a completely different surfacing operation.
A Jointer flattens a face or straightens and squares an edge, and a Planer thicknesses wood.
Whether you need one, the other, or both can easily be answered by knowing how they work,
what they do, and how much wood surface preparation you pay your timber supplier to do for
you. really, you could be a great woodworker without either machine. They are just great time
savers as you can get the same result with a hand plane. Ultimately if you wanted to convert your
wood pile to useable pieces for your projects then either, or both “Wood Jointer” and a “planer”
will help you get there.
A Jointer is used to make the face of a warped, twisted, or a bowed board, flat. After your boards
are flat, then the Jointer can be used to straighten and square the edges. The Jointer has an infeed
and an outfeed table. The tables are aligned in the same plane. A cutter head with knives is
mounted between the two tables, the top of the cutters is aligned flush with the outfield table.
The infeed table is lowered to the depth equal to the amount of wood you want to remove.
Passing a board across the rotating cutters removes the wood, and then the cut portion of the
board is then supported by the outfeed table.
A fence is used as a guide when flattening a face, and as a support when jointing the edges of the
board. The fence is adjustable for different widths and angles, typically up to 45 degrees
Remember, it’s not Jointer Planer. A jointer can be used to make a board’s face and edge straight
and true. A planer make your boards uniform in thickness, with two parallel faces. The operations
are not interchangeable between the two machines.

Eddie C.
Note: As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of wood turning. These articles are the results
of my reading article publication
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