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NEW MEMBERS 
 

PAUL YOON 
 

CHRIS BENNETT 
 

AISEN MUIMAITI 
 

MICHAEL KILLEN 
 

MONICA MCDANIEL-WONG 
 

JOSEPH COLLAROS 
 

GREG WILSON 
 

SHANE CONANT 
 

PETER ROFFMAN 

 
 Welcome to all our new members 

 Who have recently joined.  
 

We hope your stay is both long and 
 rewarding. 

 
           

PRESIDENT’S REPORT,  

FEBRUARY / MARCH 2013 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR to one and all, let’s 
hope we can do as good or better than 
last year. 
 
We have had quite a number of new  

members who have joined since the Open  
Day and we welcome them to the Club. 
 
By the time this is printed the Clubhouse 
will have new fascia, guttering, timber 
panel replacement, new hot water service 

in the toilets, and the painting will be 
started, all of which is fantastic.    
Many thanks to Blacktown Council. 
 
The timber is all cut, painted and sorted for 
use by all members and the slabbing  

machine will be operational shortly.   
We can then rack the timber to make it 
easier to select and sort.  I would like to 
thank the group of members who gave up 
their time to paint and stack the timber.                                             
 
Another thing which has happened already 
this year is the display cases outside the 
store.   These should soon be finished and 
we will have everything that the store  
carries on display for members to  
purchase. 
 

Our large drum sander is now installed in 
the container and in its place we will have 
another lathe for members use. 
 
Could I please ask everyone who brings 
something to the Club, which may be for 
Members’ use, to please ask the Convenor 
first whether they may leave it and if after 
two weeks it is still there would you please 
take it away.   The club is not a dumping 
ground for everything not wanted at your 
place.  If anyone selects timber they should 
take it with them immediately as it is a 
safety hazard leaving it lying around until 
you are ready to use it. 
 

 
To all our Members who are ill or hospital-
ised I wish you a speedy recovery and hope 
to see you around the Club soon. 
 
Bob Young. 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER   
PERFUME APPLICATOR 
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:) HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY :) 
 

Hoping the following members had a very 
special Birthday, with many, many more 
to follow.  
 

 
FEBRUARY  2013 

 
GUY BODICZKY  STEVE CREIGHTON 

 
GRAHAM DAWES FIONA DEANE 

 
MANNY FARRUGIA WAYNE HIPWELL 

 

HANS LOOMANS DAVID MALCOM 
 

BEN MOUSSA ALEX SAJKIC 
 

TONY SIMIANA  JOHN TALBOT 
 

WESLEY WALKER GEORGE WELLS 
 

PAUL YOON 
 
 
 

:) HAPPY BIRTHDAY :) 
 
Wishing each of the following members a 
very special Happy Birthday, with many, 
many more to follow.  

 
 
 

MARCH 2013 
 

GREGORY EVANS ROBERT FEAR 
 

ANN GUPPY MICHAEL HUGHES 
 

GEORGE HULME MARIA JAMETT 
 

BOB JARVIS DARRYL LANE 
 

DAVID LOKER AISEN MUIMAITI 
 

KITIONE RATU  PETER ROFFMAN 
 

TOM STALLEY MICHELLE  THOMAS 
 

ADRIAN TREUREN DOM VATICANO 
 

MARK ZVIRBLIS 
 

** 

Thanks to  
Michelle Rowland MP, 
Member for Greenway 
for her continued   
support which includes 

the printing of this 
newsletter. 

Western Sydney Wood-turners 

Programme 2013 
 
Workshops:    
These are the times you can meet your  
fellow club members and make use of our 
fantastic facilities to create your newest 
masterpiece, after all that’s all why we 
joined is it not ??  
 
Monday   8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
Tuesday  from 8.30am,  $5 
Wednesday  from 8.30am    $5 
Thursday  from 8.30am,     $5 
Friday Night  from 7.00pm.  $3 
Third Saturday  9:30—3:30  $5 
 

Next Club Meeting:  12th March 2013 
                                   9th April   2013 
 
The club meeting is held on the second 
Tuesday  of the month starting at 7.00pm 
at Twin Gums.  

All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Maxi-days:    
 
Next:  17th March 2013 
           20th April  2013 
 

Please Note:  
       
Third Sunday every month from 9.30am  
Various guest demonstrators showcase a 
wide range of skills & tricks of the trade. 
Light Lunch is provided.  Cost $ 6.00 
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METAL AND WOOD SHOW. 
 
Well Guys, what a great start to the show.  
After all the B.S. we have been though over the 
last 6 months with other so called woodturning 
parties, I believe, with the help of all of our Club 
members who have backed us and supported 
us, no one can say this is a failure. 
  
With the support of  Expertise Events, we 

worked hard yesterday (Wednesday) setting 
things up and then early today, fine tunning . 
After a short period of time things were running 
well to cater for the enthusiastic crowd that fol-
lowed all day  
 
Pity the Central Coast weren’t allowed to 
come!!! but the feed back from other Guild 
members who turned up were surprised that 
their club were invited, but did not react.  
We must take Woodturning to the people, they 
are not going to come to us. 
 
As one photo shows, Eddie enjoying himself with 
three Ladies who actually tried woodturning and 
enjoyed it.. 
 
It has been a big day for Western Sydney 
Woodturners and all Woodturners in General 
who turned up today. Looking forward to three 
more tiring days but as they say “no pain - no 
gain” 
 
Thanks again to all our members who have 
backed us and supported us.   Cheers   Ken 

 

My mobile phone 
 
I have my trusty mobile phone 
But I tend to leave the thing at home 

It doesn’t have a camera or a FAX 
It doesn’t know the internet 
For that was never my intent 
I suppose most people think that’s pretty lax 
 
Some folk have a smart phone 

And now don’t have a phone at home  
It costs me heaps to talk to them this way 
My grandkids use them just for games 
Little ones who can’t write there names 
Whether this is good I just can’t say 
 

It’s amazing when I stop and think 
You can write to someone and not use ink 
Or talk with a friend in some country far away 
Their voice will be as clear as a bell 
And you can tell them all you have to tell 
And you can do this any time both night and 
day 
 
You can do all this with a small plastic case 
Of electric wires there is no trace 
A pack of cards is bigger than it in size 
You carry it round clipped on your hip  
They say it’s all down to the computer chip 

Who ever thought of that should win a prize 
 
     Neil Guthrie 
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MAXI DAY 17TH FEBRUARY2013 

 
Finally after a three month break the club held a Maxi Day hosted by Ken Vodden. 

 

The gust demonstrator was Chris Bennet , a new member of our club but obviously 

not a new comer to wood turning .  
 

Chris’s subject for the day was how to turn a replica chess piece from a chess set 

given to Matthew Flinders when he was a prisoner of war of the French.  
 

The original set is currently held in the Mitchell Library who kindly allowed Chris to 

photograph and measure all the pieces in the set.  
 

The research carried out by Chris both historical and physical was meticulous in-

cluding finding the appropriate wood (Jelutong ). 

 
Chris demonstrated the turning of a pawn detailing the tools used step by step. The 

finished pawn was a very fine example of miniature turning.  

 
Chris then went on to demonstrate and discuss making a lidded box from green 

wood including mounting on the lathe and procedures for drying the wood.  

 
Over all a very fine and informative presentation, thanks Chris, well done. 

 

We then broke for lunch prepared by Rohan, a nice choice of chicken wings in chili 

or soy sauce accompanied by a tossed salad and bread rolls, quite delicious.  
Well done Rohan. 

 

Lunch was followed by Show and Tell hosted by Eddie whose interrogation  
technique would not be out of place in the CIA or KGB.  

 

There was quite a variety on the table, Allan Phelps continues his research in classic 
forms, Les Prichard produces square edge boxes reminiscent of Pagodas,  

Ted Payne a goblet so tiny I almost brushed it off the table thinking it was a wood 

chip he also displayed a very fine lidded box with finial, Eddie displayed his large 

Burl Bowl (big and chunky).  
Ray Smith displayed some well prepared segmented vases while Ken Vodden some 

cut up and re arranged items that looked like clam shells, Leider Jednick is to be 

congratulated for displaying her first attempt of a Pot Pourri bowl, very nice.  
 

My tables and bling tree gained some very kind comments. Unfortunately due to 

family commitments I had to leave so missed the rest of the day. 

Sorry. 
 

Steve Hitchcock. 

 
Ps.  As a personal plea, Show and Tell is a very important club activity. It is not a 

vehicle for show off’s but an important place for all members to gain advice and 

feed back on their progress.  
 

My plea is to all members to give it a go, you will be pleasantly surprised. 

Steve. 



 

 
Visit from a Foreigner 
 
Today, Thursday 24th of January 2013 we had 
a guy call in at the club saying he was a  
woodturner from the old dart, England, more 
specifically, Surrey. He belonged to Surrey  
Association of Woodturners.  
 
Before I go on I recommend all our members 
to check out this website:-   
 
http://www.sawoodturners.org/index.php  
 
and especially their Open day Gallery for 2012, 
say no more. 

 
His name was Neil Lofthouse, and he had the 
important job of Admin / Librarian at his club.  
 
He said he could stay for an hour but lunch-
time came and about a couple of hours later 

he said good bye. I think he was impressed 
with the way we had things set up and also 
envied the way our club was open four days a 
week plus and approx. 15-20 members a day. 
Both clubs having a membership of over 150. 
 
Nice Guy, of course being a POMME. 

 
The club he came from meets in a village hall 
once a month but that meeting which lasted 
approx 3 hrs has invited guest such as Sturt 
Mortimor and Mark Baker  
(Editor of the English Woodturning Magazine) 

and many more well known names. 
 
Besides the monthly meetings they have  
demonstration days similar to our demo day at 
festivals etc. to get new members and display 
their craft. 
 
It was again a great experience to meet        
another Turner from another part of the 
World.  
 
Not long ago we had a Turner from              
South Africa and before that Canada so to find 
out that our club, not only being the largest in 
Sydney, is getting known around the world is 
great! 
 
POMME Ken 

Seven Hills North Public School. 

  

To make way for a new hall at the school a 

mulberry tree had to be removed, as there 

was a lot of history and sentimental value to 

this tree the school asked us to make a 

plaque, bowls and various items out of the off 

cuts as mementoes. The proposal was put to 

the members who again come to the fore 

making a nice array of assorted items and 

displayed them on a table in readiness for the 

presentation   

We contacted the school and arranged for the 

Principal Kate Pugh, Chad Overton (boy) 

School Captain, Gemma Barnett (girl) 

School  Captain, Brett Davies President P and 

C, Sharon Elder (Parent) and  

Howard Hawkins Past Principal (S/H/N/P/S) 

to attend the club for a formal presentation. 

Bob Young formally welcomed and presented 

the collection to the Principal Kate Pugh and 

School Captains who were delighted and im-

pressed commenting on various items that 

most appealed to them and how they would 

take place in their memorabilia cabinet. 

After the formalities the visitors were given a 

conducted tour of the club and facilities 

where they showed considerable interest in 

what the members were doing. It was inter-

esting to observe the two School Captains 

and the interest they were showing and the 

types of questions they were asking  a good 

indication of the quality of the students from 

the school. 

Again another successful project and I thank 

all the members who took part you continue 

to excel. 

 

Eddie 
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Friday Night Group 

 
In 2007, I took over as convener the running of 
the Friday night group.  
 
We had about 8 people to start with but num-
bers dropped off until we had one person left.  
 
The committee were going to cancel Friday 
night altogether but I persevered for a few 
more weeks when the numbers increased by 4 
boys and 1 girl.  
 
Since then, numbers have steadily increased to 
approximately 20 people today. 
 
For the short period of time the Friday night 

group has to turn, the skill level has improved 
markedly.  
We make the usual concoction of bowls,  
potpourri bowls, pens, spindle turned items like 
rolling pins, tool handles, goblets and even 
Christmas trees and decorations.  

 
I am very proud of these guys for the coopera-
tion they give me, their understanding and the 
effort they put towards their projects and the 
finished products.  
 
They put 100% effort into the items they make 

as shown by the accompanying photos.  
 
It is a great pleasure for me to see people who 
are very happy with their finished project and 
what they have achieved.  
 

Emanuel Farrugia 

Editors Note: We appreciate your continued 

dedication and warm friendly smile we are 

greeted with every Friday Manny !! 
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A YEAR IN REVIEW 

 
As another year comes to a close it is always good to reflect on the past and your 

achievements. As our club continues to grow in membership it also grows stronger 

with continued support from the community which has been achieved with a lot of 

hard work over considerable time.  
 

We serve the community by participating in demonstration at council festivals,  

celebrating Australia Day with Rotary and Parramatta Council, visitations to  
retirement villages, Seventh Day Adventist nursing Home Kings Langley, Genista 

Aged Care Facility Greystanes, Anglican Retirement Village Castle Hill, Wisteria House 

two weekends, four weekends at Lynnwood house, Annual Easter Egg delivery to the 
sick children at Mt Druitt Hospital, Cumberland State Forrest, (Forestry Commission) 

Pennant hills, two open days at Trend Timbers Vineyard, St Bartholomew’s Church 

Prospect, supporting the Craft Expo at Rose Hill and Newcastle hosted by Expertise 

Events and we are enthusiastically preparing for their new venture with the addition 
of metal and wood being added to both venues next year, two Bunning’s BBQ’s at 

Seven Hills. 

 
We are very proud of the “Breed” program we have been running with Seven Hills 

High School over the past four years where we have between five and eight students 

participate in a one day a week for a ten week (one term) period twice a year 
wherein we teach them the art of wood turning as this is no longer taught at TAFE.  

 

Originally our training was with boys however the last three groups have been girls 

who have proved to be very capable in the tasks we prepare. On completing the 
course we give the students a certificate of completion as part of any resume they 

may have. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

The members are always ready to help in making charity bowls which we sell at all 

the venues we attend, with this money we ask Mt Druitt Hospital Children’s Ward 
what they need, and if it is within the available funds raised purchase and donate the 

item. This year we were able to supply two monitors with all accessories, another 

achievement we are very proud of. 
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A YEAR IN REVIEW CONTINUED…. 

 
The club with the aid of grants has been able to purchase a dust extractor for the 

container, complete the main extractor and ducting, a new BBQ and wood fast 

lathes. 

 
The annual Open Day as always was a success and very well supported by members 

and our sponsors.  

 
As the club grows so do our opening times which are now Mon,Tues, Wed,Thur/days, 

Fri/ night and third Saturdays all open turning days.  

First and last Saturday are training days, second Saturday Ladies day and the third 
Sunday being our Maxi day. 

 

Over the last couple of months we have been bombarded with requests to take felled 

timber which has given us a comprehensive variety and supply for the future and 
giving the members an opportunity to expand and experiment on their abilities.                    

 

The Training program continues to work well with very competent teachers and we 
thank them for the time and efforts.  

 

Visitations by other clubs with return visits to Blue Mountains, Hawkesbury,  
Central Coast, and Northern Beaches.  

 

We have had visits from several Men’s Sheds to see what we are doing and gather 

ideas for their organization.  
 

Our last visit was from Junaya Family Development Services who run a stepping out 

program for Students from several local schools where they teach them Carving and 
become Mentors to other students, gain confidence and responsibility. 

 

The year culminated with our Christmas party at Seven Hills, Toongabbie RSL club 
where members and their partners renewed acquaintances then left for their well 

earned respective festive season break. 

 

We thank all of our members for their continued support over a very busy year as 
without that we would not be able to meet our commitments and excel in our 

achievements. 

 
Eddie Catford.     
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2013  Committee 
 
 
President:       Bob Young      
    0408 760 131 
 
Vice-presidents:   Steve Hitchcock,  
    Ken Vodden 
 
Treasurer:     Paul Collins JP 

 
Grants Officer   Raymond Saich 
&  
Membership Sec:  
    
Secretary   Alan Eipper 

&  
Public Officer:       
    
Catering Officer:   Rohan McCardell 
 
Library:    Gary Hansell  
 

Editor:     Wendy Healy  
   healydesign@bigpond.com 

 
Trainer:     Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 
Shop Manager:  Brian Brooks 

 
Stores,   Graham Dawes JP. 
Equipment   Manny Farrugia  
& Maintenance:   Dave Matthews 
 
Please let them know if you find any problems 
with  any of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Welfare Officer:  Graham Murray  
    (0412 913 508) 
 
If you know that any member or their partner is 
not well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a 
card to be sent. 
  
 
  **** NEW SHOP  TRADING HOURS **** 

 
 MON - FRI    9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

   12:45 PM  -  1:30 PM 
 FRI  ONLY  7:00 PM   -  7:30 PM  
 
NO TRADE OUTSIDE THESE TIMES                   
  UNLESS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT.
   

 
Please note:  

New email addresses for the guild  

 sydneywoodturners@gmail.com 
 
Please email David King at above email for the 
contact details for WSWT executive and guild 
reps. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

CLUB MEETINGS 

 
12th March 2013 

9th April 2013 

14th May 2013 

11th June 2013 

 
Tuesday 7pm 

 

** 

 
SATURDAY WORKSHOPS 

 

16th March 2013 

20th April 2013 
18th May 2013 

15th June 2013 

 

 

9:30am to 3:00pm 
$ 5.00 

Ph: Liam 0411 560 984 

 

** 
 

MAXI DAYS 

 

17th March 2013 
21st April 2013 

19th May 2013 

16th June 2013 

 
9:30am to 3:00pm 

$ 6.00  

Light Lunch Provided  

Guest Demonstrators 

 
** 
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'Wagga Turnabout'  
 

Is a top weekend for those who enjoy    
Woodturning.  
 
Each year the event has attracted a few raw 
novices through to one or two of Australia's 
top turners, though most attending fall      
somewhere in the middle.  
 
It is a weekend where generally some 70 

“enthusiasts” get together to turn, to share 
ideas and share lathes. The organizers and 
those who have a lathe that will travel bring 
them along and share - this has usually 
meant that there is about one lathe per one 
and a half people. Those without the luxury 

of bringing a lathe simply ask an 'owner' if 
they may have a go ... I have attended many 
times both with and without a lathe and have 
found little difference between the two states 
for when not turning there are often chunks 
of time spent watching someone else turn or 
simply in an exchange of ideas.  

 
All equipment, including band saws and   
grinders are set up in the large hall where 
there has always been plenty of room.    
There is usually a sales area of lathe          
accessories, tools and project parts, also in 

the past wood for sale.  
Attendees should go prepared with their 
tools, safety equipment, ...  one or two pro-
jects in mind and the timber to carry these 
through. Any bought there is a bonus.  
 

The camaraderie is fantastic ,  a swimming 
pool is located right next to the hall,   and 
usually an 'excursion' into town happens for 
those wives not actively involved in the     
turning. At the end of the weekend an auc-
tion is conducted of donations of turnings 
from participants with the proceeds going to 
a   worthy charity; and if you don't wish to 
lose that special piece made on the weekend 
go prepared and put up a one that you've 
brought from home. 
The three days away despite an early start on 
the Friday is a fantastic 'woody' weekend 

where you will meet many from the local 
area, south coast of NSW, Canberra and    
usually a good  number of turners from      
Victoria too. 
 
Have a go; share a car, the driving, the      
petrol,  have a truly great weekend and re-
turn high on ideas and 'how-to's '.    
 
Anna Dawes 

 

Doing That Job 
 
Some times there’ll be a job for you 
A job that only you can do 
And so you just prepare to do this task 
But before you start there’s something too 
That must be done and done by you 
And why is it only now you have to ask 
 
Why only now when time is short 

And not with tools that you have brought 
So back you go to get a bit more gear 
But now the tool you need’s not there 
You rack your brain to think just where 
While in the background wifey’s calling “dear” 
 

It seems there’s something of more import 
Than anything that you had thought 
And off you go to get some garden stakes 
You had thought that you had the time 
To repair that creaky old clothes line 
But here you are in the world of stakes and 
rakes 

 
You can’t do just one job it seems 
Cause Murphy’s Law soon intervenes 
And sends you on a merry round of chores 
They all need to be done you’re sure 
And you’re the repairer they’re waiting for 

But just for once I’d like to know the cause 
 
    Neil Guthrie 
 
*********************************** 
 

COMING SOON....  

WOODCARVING LESSONS....  

 
STAY TUNED....... 
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GREETINGS FROM WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
This is the stuff I did or was involved in when I went to Bunbury in October.  
Hope you like these 
  
Photos of Collaboration work. 
  
1. Silver Ash platter: turned, carved and painted to look like waves in the ocean.  Hence called Go With The 
Flow and was at Bunbury Gallery (My work) 
  
2. WA Sheoak Platter: turned dremelled and painted to represent our land. Big continent suround by cities 
with roads connecting them. Hence called Big Fella My Country....Also on display at the Bunbury gallery 
last year. (My work) 
  
3 Nautilus Bowl Jacarandah: Turned by Graham Lewis. Pyrography Graham Lewis. Painting me and insect 
made from paperbark by me. 
  
4 Bowl Norfolk Island Pine: Turned by Graham Lewis, Carved by Bob Philby and painted by me. Inside 
done with a black and gold crackle finish. 
  
5 Bowl Pawlonia:  Turned and carved by Jack de Vos. Painted by me. In desperation we burned the top 
part and I cannot remember who did that. None of us had thought that it could be salvaged. Dreadful 
wood.... 
  
6 WA Sheaok Platter: This piece of wood was salvaged from a tree that had been killed in a fire. It was 
turned by Frank Evans. I pained it to reflex that it had survive a fiery experience. 
  
The Lilium Pot Pourri Bowl was a piece I did for competition in May 2012. First venture at carving and paint-
ing. I won 2nd in the novice section. 
  
The other pots and platters are pieces I have done since October 2012 and I have used pyrography and 
carving along the way. The Jarrah platter won a first down south as did the Sandalwood pot. 
  
The 2 sculptures are both turned then deconstructed and rebuilt. I won a 1st with the Milky Way and I in-
tend to make a larger version at a later date for outdoors. 
 
  
Many thanks 

Robin Campbell 
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UPCOMING DEMONSTRATIONS / EVENTS 
 

TREND OPEN DAY 

 

Friday 22nd March—8am to 4pm 

Saturday 23rd March—8am to 2:30pm 
 

DEMONSTRATIONS ONLY 

 

 

ROYAL EASTER SHOW 
 

Friday 22nd March—Wednesday 27th March 2013 

 

DEMONSTRATIONS ONLY 
 

 

THE REMBRANDT DUTCH CLUB 

 
87 DUNHEVED CIRCUIT ST MARYS 

 

EASTER SATURDAY—30TH MARCH 2013 

EASTER SUNDAY—31ST MARCH 2013 

 
10am till Late 

 

SALES & DEMONSTRATIONS 

 
 

BUNNINGS BBQ 

 

7am to 4pm 
 

SUNDAY 14TH APRIL 2013 

 

FUNDRAISING SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
 

 

 

BALLARAT WOODWORKERS GUILD INC 

 
WOOD & CRAFT SHOW 

 

SATURDAY 13TH & SUNDAY 14TH APRIL 2013 
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