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Westurn news 

President’s  Report 

By the time this Newsletter arrives, our shed 

should be up and running, after some eight tir-

ing months. 

 

Thanks to all those that helped.  If you go out 

to the back, you will see the complete change 

in the surroundings to accommodate the 

“Shed”.  The water meter has been shifted 

nearer to the fence which allows for more 

parking spaces, and the front bank has been 

filled up  a bit to allow your cars betterparking 

conditions. -  

 

Newcastle is now behind us and we look for-

ward to the next show.  I would to thank all 

those that were Involved for their help with 

Newcastle, it took a lot of organising, whether 

it be going up there or having helped with 

bowls and loading up the trailer with all our 

equipment, for without this help nothing   

would happen and our club would suffer.   

 

BUT I would ask for more members to be in-

volved in some way, as the willing ones are 

starting to go in the “Fetlocks” and when this 

finally happens, nothing will happen around 

the  Club and everyone will suffer.  When you 

are at the Club, it wouldn’t hurt to ask me, or 

the Convenor on the day, if there was any 

small job or repair which could be done to help 

out.   We can’t be continually asking as it be-

comes embarrassing, and  it is your Club, so 

ask and be proud of it. 

Issue  159                                                                                 9th September 2013 

One major problem we have is equipment in the 

form of chucks, tailstock fittings and chisels be-

longing to the Club which keep disappearing and 

not being returned so, if this does not stop, then 

everything will have to go back to the old days 

of signing for  Lathe gear and tools etc. which I 

am sure nobody wants.  In consequence of this, 

NO TOOLS are to be taken from the Club for 

any reason unless the Convenor is told  and the 

item is signed out of the Club and then back in.  

I don’t like any of this, but the Club cannot keep 

replacing All these missing tools.  Let’s hope we 

can see a greater improvement in the above for 

the future. 

 

Enough grumbles… our Club is going from 

strength to strength and in the next few weeks 

we will call on the Children’s Ward at Mount 

Drewid Hospital to ask them what equipment is 

needed that our budget allows, and we will be 

purchasing and presenting this to the  

Hospital.  None of this would happen 

Without all your participation. 

 

Thanks All,  

see you next month. 

 

Bob Young 





 



Western Sydney   

Woodturners 

Programme  2013 

Workshop: 
Monday                    8:30-3:00pm   $5 

Tuesday               From 8:30 am $5 

Wednesday              From 8:30 am $5 

Thursday              From 8:30 am $5 

Friday Night         From 7:00pm   $3 

Third Saturday         9:30 - 3:30       $5 

Next  Club  Meeting :       8th OCT  2013 

         12th NOV  2013 

 

The Club meeting is held on the   Second Tuesday 

Of the month Starting at 7:00pm at Twin Gums Retreat 

All members are welcome. 

Maxi Days:-  are held on the  Third Sunday of 

every  month from  9:30am 

Light Lunch is provided.  $6:00 

 

……...Maxi Day   15th September ………. 

Santa and Sandy 

Items for Sale 

 

Club  Shirts  Badges 

Pepper  Grinders Salt Grinders 

Sand Paper  Pen Kits 

Pen Cases            Pen Parts 

Letter Openers          Friction Polish 

Triple  “P”  Polish Cloths 

Timber Sealer 

Perfume Applicator 

 

:)  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  :) 

Wishing each of the following members a very happy 

birthday, 

With many more to follow. 

9th  SEPTEMBER 2013 

Chris  Bennett       Serge  Cujko 

Anna  Dawes    Liam  Healy 

Santa    Hodge    Ted  Payne 

Geoffrey  Robinson    Ken  Vodden 

Daniel  Wandless    Kieth  Woolfenden 

Welfare Report. 
 

As most of the members are aware Erich 

Aldinger has been in hospital for some consid-

erable time after having a stroke. All the reports 

I have received from those that have visited 

him indicated he is in good spirits, having ex-

tensive physiotherapy and hoping to go home 

soon. We all wish Erich well in his treatment 

and determination and look forward in catching 

up in the near future. 

 

To all members who have been sick I hope you 

are feeling much better now and ask you to let 

me know of any member who is unwell so that 

I may send a card from the club just to let them 

know they are not forgotten and maybe just 

cheer them up a little. 

Eddie    



Bunnings BBQ 10th August 

 

It all started when I realized that there was such a time as 5.30 am when I was woken by a noise 

beside my bed. The noise being the alarm telling me it is time to get your ass moving and do 

some work.  

 

Getting to the bread shop at 6.30 and no bread until 6.45. What a good start. Rohan had picked 

up the sausages and got to Bunnings in good time. Eddie rang me to make sure I was out of 

bed. Finally getting to Bunnings at 6.55am. 

 

Everyone who had arrived had done a good job of setting up and the fire was burning. Getting 

stuck into buttering the bread and cooking onions and the snags, we were well under way. 

 

Sausage sandwich to some is a little over the top but to plenty it is a great breakfast and I must 

say thanks to all those who bought early. It was good consistent trade all morning and then 

lunch time came and all hell broke loose. 

 

At this time it was some thing like 10 helpers available and all had something to do. This con-

tinued for about two hours and then slowed to a steady trade again. 

 

Keeping an eye on stock, it looked as though it was an average sort of day then suddenly we ran 

out of bread, then sausages then butter, it wasn’t adding up to the cash we had. It was not until 

the very end when the final count was made of all the dollar and two dollar coins was it realized 

that we had one hell of a day. In actual fact a record breaking day. 

 

To all of those present, I thank you sincerely for your help and hard work. I know at times it 

seemed as though there was little to do, but when it counted you were there and I thank you for 

that. It is quite an experience to do one of these BBQ’s and perhaps other members would like 

to join in next time, it would be good to see you there. Thanks again guys.   

 

 Ken 



BREED.  

As we have reached the half way 

mark in term three it is with great 

pleasure to report this group has 

been above average in all aspects. 

Their attendance and attention 

along with their interest has been 

evident in the quality of completed 

projects. They have progressed 

faster than the normal allocated 

time leaving me with a dilemma as 

to making further projects available 

to maintain their interest.  

 

To the Mentors I thank you for the 

way you have been coaching the 

students and maintaining that all 

important set percentage mark  and 

interest.  

 

To the students I thank you for your 

acceptance of your Mentor and the 

interest you have shown, your work 

is to be commended and something 

to be proud of. 

Eddie 



A number of club members attended the  

Stitches And Craft Show in Newcastle between 

the 15th and 18th August. 

 

The group arrived at The Entertainment Centre 

on the Wednesday to set up for the show. The 

area allocated  to the club was large and bump 

in took around four hours. The end display was 

very impressive,  showcasing the work of the 

club and its members to full advantage. 

 

The group then retired to the Bayview Caravan  

Park at Belmont for a refreshing glass of wine 

and a much welcome BBQ dinner. 

 

The large display of charity bowls was excep-

tional and was very well received by the New-

castle public. The sale of bowls and camphor 

shavings exceeded previous years. 

 

The core group of members who attended for 

the whole show was complimented by a num-

ber of members and their partners who attended 

for one or two days. 

 

This support by members was greatly appreci-

ated particularly acknowledging the travel in-

volved. 

 

A big thank you to the wives and partners of 

members who also attended and supported the 

venture. Your help was greatly appreciated and 

contributed to the overall success of the show. 

 

The groups who attended the four days of the 

show stayed at a caravan park in Belmont and 

gathered at the camp kitchen for dinner each 

night despite the cold.  Lyn and Chris's home 

made soups were delicious and the men cooked 

a great BBQ. By the way Ken's potatoes were 

pretty good too. On the last night we treated 

ourselves to dinner at the 16 Footers Sailing 

Club. The food was good and as a bonus we 

were treated to a display of the dancing prow-

ess of two of our group. 

Overall it was a very successful show and 

showed the work of the western sydney wood 

turners to full advantage. The show attendees 

showed great interest in the display and were 

extremely interested in the club and very com-

plimentary of the quality of the work displayed. 

 

Packing up at the end of the show was a lesson 

in cooperation and bump out was completed in 

record time. 

 

A quick memo to one who shall remain name-

less to prevent embarrassment.....when car com-

puter advises you that fuel reserves are low per-

haps you should take notice. 

 

Finally if you have considered attending a show 

such as this please think about it seriously as not 

only is it a chance to showcase the club and 

your work it is also an enjoyable social experi-

ence. 

J.C. (who) 

NEWCASTLE CRAFT SHOW. 



We would like to thank Expertise Events’ 

Gary, Rod, Kathryn and Adam for the warm 

welcome to the Newcastle Stitches and Craft 

Show where we had a very pleasant five days.   

The Show appeared to be a great success. 

With much help from everyone, Ken and 

Chris, Eddie and Jill, Paul, Rohan,  Manny, 

Lynne and myself arrived on the Wednesday 

before the Show to set up a massive area with 

tables and table cloths as well as a demonstra-

tion area with two lathes and also a display 

area in the centre.   Over the next four days 

other members arrived to help out.   Everyone 

placed their items for sale out on the tables .   

There were three large tables set up for the 

Charity Bowls and Camphor shavings, plus 

other items.   This was a great success with 

sales surpassing previous years for our Charity. 

 

On Thursday morning at 10 a.m. the flood 

gates were opened and in streamed the ladies 

and also gents in a constant flow, which con-

tinued for the next four days.   Lots of com-

ments were made about the many great items 

from members’ own work and on the quality 

and variety of the displays. 

 

We also had some enquiries about our Club 

and Memberships as not everyone was from 

Newcastle so let’s hope we get some new 

members as well. 

 

The children liked the tops which were turned 

for them and Paul, King of the honey dipper 

manufacturing department, supplied dippers to 

one and all. 

 

The lathes always had people around watching 

with interest and asking questions.    Members 

took turns on the lathes giving the demonstra-

tions. 

 

Evenings after the Show it was necessary to 

return to the Caravan Park for nibbles, a few 

drinkies and a barbecue…..life is tough!!. 

NEWCASTLE STITCHES AND CRAFT SHOW 

 15TH TO 18TH AUGUST, 2013 

Sunday afternoon arrived very quickly and every-

thing was packed up for the journey back to Syd-

ney.   Let us hope we can have a successful time 

at Rosehill next year. 

 

Thanks everyone for all your help including the 

ones who couldn’t make it but made bowls etc. 

and helped loading the trailer, without that help 

nothing could happen. 

 

Thanks again to Expertise Events for all their 

support and we look forward to next time. 

 

Bob Young. 



LAURIEN NOVALIS SCHOOL –DEMONSTRATION 31ST AUGUST, 2013 

It was another great trip to Dural for a beautiful day at the School. 

Dave Matthews, John Waker, RohanMcCardell, Paul Collins and myself arrived at the School.   I 

received traffic directions from Rohan that had the Prado and the trailer driving through gardens 

and dropping off garden edging at least 300mm high then to turn through 90 degrees between 

two monster trees,  which was impossible, so a 10 minute reversing stint occurred until a fresh 

approach was attained, finally arriving on site!! 

 

We set up a great display of items along with a large amount of charity bowls which gave a great 

return for our Charity.   John Walker carried the day on the Charity Table, thanks John. 

 

Paul, the honey dipper man, went into action with a lot of interest from the spectators.   We also  

had a lot of tops on hand for the children, thanks to Dave. 

 

The Location of the show would make a mountain goat at home, but a great array of food stalls 

and other interesting stalls were set up and made for a great day. 

 

There were lots of games for the kids as well as all Grades put on displays in the amphitheatre 

which the audience really liked.   So all in all everyone had a great day and can look forward to 

next year. 

 

Bob Young. 



Big Blokes Breakfast 2013 
 

Time flyers when your having fun. This 

years Big Blokes Breakfast has come and 

gone as quickly as that. 

 

This event started about 4 yrs ago when 

Chiefly College, Bidwell started the event 

to help  pupils at the school get connected 

to the male member of the family. The 

male member of the family can be father, 

uncle, pop or friend, just someone they can 

look up too. Over the years, it is gradually 

working and last year the school got an 

award for the event which in turn received 

a grant from Blacktown Council. 

 

The four of us who attended this year no-

ticed a great increase in interest of the 

event. Not only the school participation but 

the outside businesses supporting the 

event. We need to do all we can for these 

kids who are having a rough trot in life and 

give them a helping hands when ever pos-

sible. 

 

I thank our members who attended this 

year, not with the thought of selling their 

item, but just too help those in need. A spe-

cial thanks to the teaches at this school 

who has worked so hard on this event to 

make it a success that it is.  

Ken 





Some times a poem just won’t come 

You seem to need to beat a drum 

To get the rhythm flowing in your head 

And other times it flows along 

It seems to want to sing your song 

And all it needs is words and to be fed 

I often ponder this writer’s block 

When all you can do is watch the clock 

For nothing moves inside you’re locked up mind 

And inspiration can’t be found 

The drum it seems makes not a sound 

And no words come to ease this wordless bind 

My only way of beating this puzzle 

When you feel like a dog with a too tight muzzle 

Is simply just to pack it all away 

You might as well there’s nothing there 

So tell yourself you just don’t care 

You’ll come and do it on another day 

Another day the sun shines bright 

You’re mind and thoughts are feeling light 

And words are coming smoothly and with ease 

You wonder about yesterday 

When words just didn’t want to play 

And now today they seem to want to please 

                                             Neil Guthrie 
     


