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Issue:  155a 22nd May 2013 

Western Sydney Wood-turners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

 Welcome to all our new members 
 Who have recently joined.  

 
MICHAEL PANAYOTOPOULOS 

 
We hope your stay is both long and 

 rewarding. 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT,  

APRIL 2013 
 

Well, here we are in April  and well 

on our way to halfway in the year. 

Time goes quickly when you are 
having fun ! Things are starting to 

sort themselves out. 

 
We had a trip to the Royal Botanic 

Gardens in the city for a nice load 

of tallow wood which will be cut up 
for the members. We have a good 

rapport with the men there who let 

us know of any new useful timber, 

so this can only be good down the 
track for other different species for 

us. 

 
The slabbing machine is finally  

operational and appears to be 

working fine. Everything appears 

to be moving ahead on the Shed 
out back to cover the trailer and 

store wood. Everyone will be kept 

informed on the progress. 
 

We have some members not in the 

best of health currently and I wish 
them all the best for a speedy re-

covery.  We hope to see them back 

at the Club in the very near future. 

 
We are getting numerous new 

members and enquiries about turn-

ing classes, which can only be a 
good thing for our membership and 

woodturning in general. 

 
A REMINDER PLEASE:  

In the container  - do NOT forget to 

open the blast gate on the machine 

you are using to start and CLOSE it 
when your are finished. 

 

 

 

Not doing this completely clogs the  
machine and hoses with sawdust , this 

stops the dust collector from operating. 

 

Until next  month, have a good one. 
 

Bob Young 

  

Thanks to  
 
Michelle Rowland MP, Member for  
Greenway for her continued support  
which includes the printing of  

this newsletter. 



 

2 

 

Western Sydney Wood-turners 

Programme 2013 
 

 
Workshops:    
 
Monday   8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
Tuesday  from 8.30am,  $5 
Wednesday  from 8.30am    $5 
Thursday  from 8.30am,     $5 
Friday Night  from 7.00pm.  $3 
Third Saturday  9:30—3:30  $5 
 
 
Next Club Meeting:  14th May 2013 

   11th June 2013 
     
The club meeting is held on the second 
Tuesday  of the month starting at 7.00pm 
at Twin Gums.  
All members are welcome to attend. 
 

AGM—JULY 2013 
 
All positions will be declared vacant, 
Start thinking about what role you might 
be able to fill........ 
 
Maxi-days:    
 
Next:    19th May   2013 
            15th June  2013 
 
Please Note:  
       

Third Sunday every month from 9.30am  
 
Various guest demonstrators showcase                    
a wide range of skills & tricks of the trade. 
 
Light Lunch is provided.  Cost $ 6.00 
 

 

 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER   
PERFUME APPLICATOR 

 

:) HAPPY BIRTHDAY :) 
 

Wishing each of the following members a 
very special Happy Birthday, with many, 
many more to follow.  

 
MAY 2013 

 

PETER BOHAN  JOSEPH COLLAROS 
 
WENDY HEALY  KEN  ILES 
 
EDDIE JOHNSON  MICHAEL KILLEN 
 
   HANS KUEHN 

 
MONICA MCDANIEL-WONG 

 
LAWRENCE MISFUD 

    LAURENCE RALPH 
 

DAVID SEARLE 
 

CHARLIE SPITERI 
 

ANDY TAPPOURAS 
      

     GREG WILSON 
** 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Please put your name on the board 

For an AM or PM session even if you can 

only do an hour—it will help !!! 

 
 

 Blacktown City Festival 

  —Sat 25thMay  
 Blacktown Central Business Area 

 

  Sales & Demonstrations 
 Members Required for WSWT stand 

 

 St Marys Spring Festival 

- Sat 7th September  
  

Demonstrations & Sales 

 
Australian Woodturning Exhibition 

June 14th, 15th & 16th  
Presented by Whitehorse Wood Turners Inc 
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Bunning's BBQ 

 

After what started out to be a fresh 

early morning soon turned into a 
rather hot sticky day with pleasing    

results. 

The day was very well supported by 

members who realized the need for 

help and what a marvellous job they 

did.  

While at times we appeared to have 
to many it soon sorted out with differ-

ent members settling into positions 

they were comfortable with.  

We were also able to have members 

who were only able to stay for a short 

period which relieved the load and al-
low for rests to be taken. 

The support of all the members who 

participated I personally thank you for 

your sterling efforts not only on the 

day but even leading up to the day in 

preparation of cutting onions and pur-
chasing as this also makes the 

organising that much easier. 

 

A BIG thank you, your efforts have 

NOT gone unnoticed. 

 

Eddie  

St Bartholomew's Day 

  

I have lived in Prospect for 36 years 
and in all that time I have never 

visited the historic church site.    

 

After setting up at 8.30 am there 
was a steady flow of on lookers  

asking questions and a few sales 

taking place.    

 
The day went well with good 

weather and the town crier's  

booming voice and other characters 

like the old religious minister 
sprouting the bible dressed in full 

period costume.    

 

The sound of muskets firing in the 

background frightened some  
children while I was having my face 

caricaturised by Graeme Biddle.    

 

The day was wonderful and I will be 
keen to go there again next time. 

  

John de Vos  
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MAXI DAY—PART I — GIRLS DAY OUT 

We were privileged to have 3 guest presenters share with us their passions, skills 
and techniques. 

 

We welcomed: 

Meg Webster – Northern Beaches who shared her passion in spinning tops; 
Wendy Healy – our club who demonstrated scroll sawing; 

Jan Pannell – Blue Mountains who showed her skill and expertise in creating little                   

                    hats from green wood. 
 

Meg and spinning tops 

Megs quote of the Day “Making spinning tops will make you are top turner” 
Meg demonstrated how to turn a number of different tops. 

The internet is a good resource for finding patterns and a variety of tops to test your 

woodturning skills.  

Examples of good resources are: woodturners.com.au and Tops by Michael Cullen. 
Starting with a square piece of timber, take the corners of to enable a secure fitting 

spigot into the chuck. 

Meg mainly utilizes a detail gauge to turn the tops. 
First up Meg made a finger spinner from an unknown timber. 

Next up was a ballerina spinner from Jacaranda. Meg advises the making of a pencil 

gauge template if making multiple tops. The arms are attached to the ballerina by 
earring fittings. (Available from spotlight) 

Meg then went on to make a wiggly top spinner (Theo’s idea). 

It involves offset turning and a longer spigot is required to ensure sufficient grip is 

maintained in the chuck when moving the work off centre. 
On true centre make a donut shape and on the underside turn to a point.  

The shaft needs to be as small in diameter as possible while still maintaining strength 

for offset turning. …..Must sand as you go! 
Move the work down 1cm from centre and turn towards headstock.  

Then move work 1cm up from centre and turn towards headstock. 

Return to centre and finish turning shaft. 

The final top Meg made for us was the Japanese Inverting top.  
This utilized the use of a jam chuck to turn the spinning top. 

A sphere with a flat bottom is require to be turned and then a pre turned dowel is in-

serted in to the flat bottom of the sphere. 
 

Meg gave us much to think about and ideas to experiment with. 

It was now time for lunch and thanks to Paul Collins who provided a wonderful 
spread. 

 

The raffle was drawn by Jan and Paul Collins was the lucky winner. 

Anna Dawes hosted show and tell and as usual there were some very creative        
projects on display.    ……………………………….Part II to follow next month... 



 

6 

SHOW ‘N TELL/MAXI DAY— APRIL  2013—PHOTOS 
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  Above:  Pot Pouri Bowl 

   by Fri Nighter— Leda 
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2013  Committee 
 
 
President:       Bob Young      
    0408 760 131 
 
Vice-presidents:   Steve Hitchcock,  
    Ken Vodden 
 
Treasurer:     Paul Collins JP 

 
Grants Officer   Raymond Saich 
&  
Membership Sec:  
    
Secretary   Alan Eipper 

&  
Public Officer:       
    
Catering Officer:   Rohan McCardell 
 
Library:    Gary Hansell  
 

Editor:     Wendy Healy  
   healydesign@bigpond.com 

 
Trainer:     Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 
Shop Manager:  Brian Brooks 

 
Stores,   Graham Dawes JP. 
Equipment   Manny Farrugia  
& Maintenance:   Dave Matthews 
 
Please let them know if you find any problems 
with  any of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Welfare Officer:  Graham Murray  
    (0412 913 508) 
 
If you know that any member or their partner is 
not well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a 
card to be sent. 
  
 

  **** SHOP  TRADING HOURS **** 
 

 MON - FRI    9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

   12:45 PM  -  1:30 PM 
 FRI  ONLY  7:00 PM   -  7:30 PM  
 
NO TRADE OUTSIDE THESE TIMES                   
  UNLESS BY PRIOR ARRANGEMENT.
   

 
Please note:  

New email addresses for the guild  

 sydneywoodturners@gmail.com 
 
Please email David King at above email for  
the contact details for WSWT executive and 
guild reps. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

CLUB MEETINGS 

 
14th May 2013 

11th June 2013 

 

Tuesday 7pm 

 
** 

 

SATURDAY WORKSHOPS 

 
18th May 2013 

15th June 2013 

20th July 2013 

17th Aug 2013 
 

9:30am to 3:00pm 

$ 5.00 

Ph: Liam 0411 560 984 

 
** 

 

MAXI DAYS 

 
19th May 2013 

16th June 2013 

21st July 2013 

18th Aug 2013 
 

9:30am to 3:00pm 

$ 6.00  

Light Lunch Provided  
Guest Demonstrators 

 

** 
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Lynwood House Report 10/03/13 
 

 

While the bulk of the club was wowing 

the Stitches and Craft Show,  

Dave Matthews, Alan Phelps and I were 

keeping up our commitment at Lynwood 

House. 

 

We set up just after nine and got ready 

for the onslaught in company with the 

Tool Mob on the verandah of this  

beautiful old house at Guildford. 

 

Unfortunately with Stitches and Craft 

Show and Castle Hill Show the crowd 

was somewhat sparse and not a lot of 

children to entertain with our tops and 

baseball bats. 

 

Russel,  one of our club members, who 

works on the barbecue kept us sustained 

with egg and bacon sandwiches and if 

you were real hungry you could also 

have a burnt sausage, joking Russ. 

 

Although the crown was down we still 

raised $87 for our charity with the sale of 

bowls and camphor shavings.  

Of course you always have a good time 

there talking to people and looking 

around the house and at the other stalls.  

 

Some of the newer members would  

always be welcome as it is a good day 

out. 

 

Rohan McCardell 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WONDERFUL AUTUMN 

 

Oh what a wonderful autumn we’ve 

had 

The weather last autumn was really 

quite sad 
It was windy and raining with cloud 

all the time 

Except for a couple of quite sunny 

days 

The rest of that autumn was lost in a 
haze 

I’m pleased that things changed to a 

much nicer clime 

 
As a season most autumns are usu-

ally mild  

I’ve loved autumn’s colours even 

then as a child 
I would run through the leaves or 

heap them in piles 

And the leaves of the Maple were 

special to me 

Liquid Amber a mighty and beautiful 
tree 

I see all these things and how my 

heart smiles 

 
I think that our winter though not 

harsh to me 

Should be more like our autumn 

then we would see  
More colour for longer and more 

birds in the trees 

But I’m very happy that this autumn 

was nice 
I can’t really hope that we’d have 

autumn twice 

I’d bet there’d be people it just 

wouldn’t please 

 
Neil Guthrie 
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