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Western Sydney Woodturners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

President:     Ken Vodden 
 
Vice-presidents:     John Lane and Paul de Belle 
 
Treasurer:   Paul Collins 
 
Grants Officer & Membership Secretary: Raymond 
Saich 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Ron Devine 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he‘ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Wendy Healy 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Trainer:  Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2011 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 
Sunday 16th October  Maxi Day 
 
Southern Region is sending a team to create a 5 part 
mystery item. Come and see what is being created! 

Presidents Report 
 
Presidents Report. 
It has been quite a month, this month. Just had a few 
days away and realised that the report had to be done 
and it only seemed like a week ago I did the last one. Is 
this a sign of things to come? As you get older time 
goes faster, or is it, things take longer to do, or maybe 
we are just enjoying life. I think the later. 
 
This month we sent out a couple of invitations to those 
parties  who helped us by suppling money by way of 
grants, with both parties accepting our invitation. Report 
to follow. 
 
There were a few demos this month, some more suc-
cessful than others but a big thankyou to all those who 
helped out. Report to follow. 
 
We have seen the end to two main events this month. 
The first one being the students from Seven Hills High 
finishing their term with us. I must say these guys have 
set such an high example to all those who follow, its 
going to be hard to beat. The other being  the dust ex-
traction system, its working well, all paid for and all the 
niceties have been done. It is all ours and hope we get 
years of use from it. 
 
There was a third item, all the name tags should have 
been done, with only a few more to be issued. Guys, 
please wear them as it makes life a lot easier to talk to 
you and call you by name. 
 
The lathe benches are near completion and isn‘t that 
making a difference to the tidiness of the club? The tool 
stands will be coming along soon and hopefully that will 
stop all the inter-changing of the lathe accessories, all 
being colour coded. 

mailto:ziggyzer000@hotmail.com
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SICK LIST 

      
John Conaughton  

   

            Get well soon, we miss your smiling faces! 

With the 12th November quickly arriving, our attention is 
on our OPEN DAY. The committee is working hard on 
all aspects of the day and if there is anything you feel 
should be brought up, say it now or forever hold your 
peace. We are looking for prizes for the raffle and the 
lucky door prizes. If you can help, see a committee 
member (listed on the clip board). 
 
Continuing the theme of last month, a photo appeared 
of some very dedicated members of our club who 
wished to do a demo at Wisteria House but were pre-
vented from doing so by the weather. Thanks guys for 
even turning up. 
 
This next month seems to be quieter, so hope you all 
will take an active roll within the club, as more hands 
make light work. 

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE ―P‖   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

      Eddie Catford  Shane Catford 
 Steve Gross   Gary Hansell 
 Paul Hickson  Andris Karklins 
 Rohan McCardell  Bill Mottram 
 Robert Stewart  Bob Williams  
        
Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 Brian Darcy   James Singh 
 Ross Bettridge  Alan Hegarty 
 Alan Wood 

 
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 

 
 

FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
 
Please return your borrowings in the correct 
numerical order and remember that the lending 
period is ONE MONTH. 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 
We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

I am always on the look out for 
new articles and would appreciate 
any contributions from members - 
remember that this is your news-
letter! - editor 
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Useful Training! 

 

A brief feedback on the recent Introductory Course con-

ducted over two Saturdays, the 3
rd

 & 10
th
 of September. 

  

As a student (one of 5 on the course), I felt that Gra-

hame set up a very comfortable learning environment 

and was very capably supported by Ron and Manny on 

the first day (spindle turning), and by Manny again on 

the second day (bowl turning). 

  

While there was a great deal of information offered, 

Grahame‘s demonstrations were excellent.  What I felt 

good about from a learner‘s perspective, was that Gra-

hame – 

·         ensured each student was in a good position to 

observe his demonstrations; 

·         took his time firstly to explain what he was go-

ing to do (using the whiteboard to good effect), 

then 

·         demonstrated a phase and then 

·         explained what he had done and invited ques-

tions; and then, 

·         ably assisted by Manny and Ron, moved 

around the students while we practiced each 

phase. 

  

I appreciated in particular, when working on the bowls, 

that Graham and Manny complimented each other in 

offering some variations to techniques for students to try 

so as to adopt the most comfortable and effective for 

ourselves. 

  

The two days were full-on and well spent.  It was most 

valuable in being able to take a ‗finished product‘ home 

each afternoon.  Obviously we all need to keep practic-

ing to consolidate our new-found knowledge into useful 

skills. 

  

‗Thank you’ to Grahame, Manny and Ron, for their great 

mentoring, tuition & patience, and to the Club for offer-

ing the opportunity and the facility to learn. 

  

Cheers, Tony Fryer 

 

Maxi Day 18
th

 September 2011 

 

Another beautiful Sunday at Twin Gums Retreat where 

29 of our members attended the Maxi day. 

 

To prove that international superstars are not always 

necessary, two of our members, Eric Aldinger and 

George Wells volunteered to pass on their knowledge 

and methods. (This I am assured is not a cost cutting 

method but a means to show other members just how 

much expertise and knowledge is available to us all 

through the Club) 

 

Eric started the demonstration with a jig for cutting a 

constant curve in platters or dishes. This consisted of a 

scraper hinged at the tailstock and guided by the 

toolrest to produce very accurate arcs in the face of a 

platter. 

 

Eric next went on to demonstrate his ball turning tool by 

turning a goblet. This tool worked to an accuracy that 

should keep even Ken Vodden satisfied. 

 

As his ‗piece de la resistance‘ Eric proceeded to make a 

winged bowl. To our surprise and possible disappoint-

ment he didn‘t have a jig for this job (although on reflec-

tion he did use an Arbor Tech carver to cut off one of 

the wings). 

 

In all a very fine demonstration with the audience paying 

very close attention throughout. 

 

What‘s next Eric CNC woodturning? 

 

The meeting broke up for lunch which was ably catered 

for by Fiona and Paul, believe me nobody went hungry. 

After lunch Eric hosted Show and Tell which turned out 

to be quite a lively session with quite a large number of 

items on display. 

 

Unfortunately I was unable to stay for George‘s demon-

stration; however I did take a look at his machine 

(WOW). 

 

As a personal opinion, both these gentlemen are to be 

congratulated. To stand and demonstrate to a group of 

your peers is a very daunting experience. 

 

Steve Hitchcock  

 

 

Wisteria House 
 

Seven of our members manned our demonstration at 

the Wisteria festival on Saturday 17 September.  Those 

demonstrating their woodturning skills and chatting up 

the punters were Ken Vodden, Rob Stewart, Dave Mat-

thews, Andy Tappouras, Adrian Treuren, Ron Devine 

and Wayne Hipwell,  
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It was a warm sunny day highlighting the wisteria and 

other flowers which were in full bloom.  Although the 

number of people attending this first day of the Festival 

was not huge, there was constant passing interest in 

our display.  We did very well on the sale of our charity 

bowls and a couple of our members made some private 

sales. 

 

 

Our demonstration site was a very good location and 

once again our spinning tops proved popular with the 

kids.  Having thought we had built up enough in reserve, 

Ken still had to do a rush late order at the end of the 

day.  All in all our presence at the Festival was well re-

ceived by the organizers  and by visitors and was cer-

tainly worthwhile.                               Wayne 

 

 

Breed Program 

  

I will start of by saying this program has got the atten-

tion of a lot of people in business as we have used it to 

help us in our applications for grants we have applied 

for and in some cases successful in obtaining. We have 

been used as an example to prospective employers and 

other mentors by Breed and their supporters all due to 

the success we have had in our program. 

 

The Breed Program for this year has now been complet-

ed with the final three students completing the full ten 

week (one term) of tuition. I must say these three were 

the most delightful group we have had, they fitted in well 

with their mentors and also the members. The two girls 

showed their appreciation on several occasions by 

bringing along cakes and cookies they had made which 

didn‘t last long with the members proving they were not 

only interested in being taught wood turning but also 

showing their abilities in other areas. They further 

showed their appreciation by giving their mentors and 

the club a ―thank you‖ card as they were leaving. 

As we all know there has been some difficulties with 

some of the students and I think this is to be expected 

as not always do things turn out to be what you think 

them to be. In saying that I feel the program has a lot of 

potential and through continued negotiation with the 

school we will be getting valued students in the future. 

 

Sometimes you see the difference in the students as the 

time passes and on occasions there may not appear to 

be that evidence however we are assured by the teach-

ers and the school every student that attends the pro-

gram has a change in attitude toward school and learn-

ing and if we are achieving this then it is all worthwhile. 

 

 

I take this opportunity to thank the mentors for their time 

this year knowing there has been some trying times with 

interruptions and sometimes students not showing up 

on the day leaving you with nothing to do but I also 

know the satisfaction you get from this is well worth the 

experience. I hope next year we can have the support of 

some new mentors to help keep the program on an 

even keel.                           Eddie Catford 

 

 

 

 

From the Librarian 

 

Two new bound books have been added -  

#111 Woodturning- an individual approach, and  

#112 Keith Rowleys Woodturning Projects. 

 

Also two new DVD's #82 Pendant Turning Demo and 

#83 Christmas Decorations Demo. Both by Ray Sugar. 

Finally the Latest Oct edition of Woodturning Magazine. 
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Club Visits 
 
This month we hosted visits from the Blacktown Work-
ers Club and Nathan Rees who came to see the equip-
ment we have purchased with their grants. 

 
Blacktown Workers - three directors from the club vis-
ited us Jim Buckley,   Maureen Mackey and Jack Miller. 
We were pleased to show them the dust extractor duct-
ing, the upgrading to the alarm system, the blue elec-
tronic speed control lathe, three sets of tools and three 
chucks all of which were purchase with their generous 
grant.  

The directors said that they were impressed with what 
we were able to do with their grant and the work that we 
are doing with our members and the work experience 
students. 

 
Nathan Rees -  NSW member for Toongabbie and 
Shadow Minister for Police and Emergency Services 

and Nicole, his Business Manager visited us and we 
were proud to show them the two yellow lathes and the 

dust extraction external unit that we purchased with the 
generous grant from the Community Building Program.  
As our local member of parliament Nathan was respon-
sible to recommend us for the grant.  Nathan and Nicole 
were also impressed with the activities of the club and 
the work we are doing with the community.      Raymond 

 

 
Maxi Day with George Wells 
  
What a man this guy is. I hope he doesn‘t mind me say-
ing, he is one of the oldest members of the club, if not 
the oldest but one of the calmest, coolest characters 
around. 
 

 
He demonstrated barley twists with his home made 
piece of equipment. To say homemade might imply 
rough and ready, perhaps it looked a little that way but 
once George got things working with the help of a few 
others, you could see the principle of the machine and 
the various applications that it could be used for. As in-
dicated, things didn‘t go to plan to start with, a disc did 
not turn correctly or freely but with a little persuasion all 
turned out well. George, how long did it take to make 
and modify this machine before you got it working any-
thing like good? It was possible to see a lot of time had 
been spent in developing this masterpiece and you 
should be praised for it as well as the demo you gave on 
the day. Thanks George. 
 
 

Wisteria House 25
th

 Sept. 
 
It was a cold and wet Sunday morning when some poor 
lost souls found themselves at this fete with all the hope 
that it would be a fantastic day. Arriving at 8.15, the trail-
er was parked and tables put out. The sun showed its 
face for 2 seconds at around 8.30 but from then on it 
turned worse and worse. A trip to the art gallery and 
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then onto the museum we passed a couple of hours 
away when 10.30 came it was just too wet and too cold 
and we decided to call it a day. Thanks to you guys who 
turned up and braved the elements, glad to hear you 
were all fine after the event. Better next time. 
 
 
 
 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
BY BLIND AUCTION 

Closes 8th November 2011 
 

 

Auction slips are located beside the Auction Box in the 
lunch area at the Club. 
 
Where multiple items are on offer please state clearly 
the number of units you are bidding on! 
 
Only completed bid slips will be accepted and the high-
est offer will be deemed the winner.  
 
 
 
 

 
Yellambie 13

th
 Sept. 

 
At my home in my escape room avoiding phone calls 
from the ―presso‖ and fierce looks from the editor, I was 
supposed to have this report in 2 weeks ago, but like all 
these promises you make and then you see a piece of 
wood and you start thinking what you can do with it and 
―whoosh‖ away goes the promise of a report. 
 

The ―tree amigos‖ turned up again at Yalambie Nursing 
Home on Pennant Hills Road at Carlingford. Quickly set 
up the lathe and as a group of the residents finished 
exercises we moved some chairs into a semi circle and 
handed out tickets for the lucky door prize, which was 
the small camphor laurel bowel that Graham Dawes and 
Bob Young turned, explaining different ways of holding 
different chisels used and answering questions as we 
went along. This is the fourth time we have put on the 
demonstration and the interest shown by the residents 
never wavers. We do have time restraints  on us as we 
have to finish prior to lunch as most of the residents re-
quire assistance via wheelchair and support to get to 
the lunch point. 
 
The raffle was a success, a bowl and two of the bags 
made by Friday night louts eagerly accepted as was the 
shavings of the camphor. 
 
Once again a good feeling was felt by the three of us by 
the response of all the residents 
 
Rohan McCardell 

 

Qty Description Reserve 

1 Lathe $150.00 

1 Dust Extractor $50.00 

1 Jointer $100.00 

1 Air Compressor $20.00 

3 Metal Lathe Stand $20.00 ea 

7 Small Square Frame Fans $10.00 ea 

1 Disc Sander $10.00 

1 Linisher $10.00 

1 Scroll Saw $10.00 

1 Angle Grinder Stand $10.00 

1 Welder (not working) $10.00 

6 Air Conditioner Fans $20.00 ea 

1 Double Fluro Light $10.00 

1 Hand Mitre Saw $20.00 
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