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Western Sydney Woodturners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

President:     Ken Vodden 
 
Vice-presidents:     John Lane and Paul de Belle 
 
Treasurer:   Paul Collins 
 
Grants Officer & Membership Secretary: Raymond 
Saich 

 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Ron Devine 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 

If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he‘ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Wendy Healy 

 
Library:  Gary Hansell  

 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Trainer:  Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2011 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 

Sunday 16th October  Maxi Day 
 
Southern Region is sending a team to create a 5 part 
mystery item. Come and see what is being created! 

Presidents Report 
 
This last month has been the quietest month I have had 
so far. there has been a demo at the retirement home at 
Kings Langley and the presentation of the lectern to the 
Seven Hills High School. 
 
I managed to grab a couple of hours to go and see our 
friends in the Hawkesbury who were celebration the 
opening of their new club house. Not seeing the previ-
ous building, but understanding it was quite small, they 
have certainly moved up in the world. I wish to send 
them our best wishes for a successful future and hope 
the interest in woodwork in general continues to grow in 
the Hawkesbury. 
 
I, personally, are looking forward to the trip to the Cen-
tral Coast. Visiting another club is new to me and am 
sure they will do a fantastic job in entertaining us. 
 
The main interest at the moment is our Open Day on 
the 12th Nov. Thanks to all of you who have already put 
your hand up to help out. There will be plenty of things 
to do on the day and we are also calling for raffle and 
lucky door prizes. There is also help wanted on Thurs 
10th and Fri 11th to give the club house a good clean 
and set up the benches for display. Please note, there is 
no turning on these days. 

 
Continuing the theme of previous months, having a little 
fun, as you all know, we are getting new name tags. 
This photo was taken and I cannot find his name in our 
membership file. Anyone who knows him, please let me 
know. 
 
The festive season is getting closer and partying is on 
peoples minds. Please lock into your diaries Sunday 
18th Dec., Seven Hills RSL at 11.30. This is our Christ-
mas celebration. Please come along, more the merrier. 

Ken 

mailto:ziggyzer000@hotmail.com
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Lectern Donation 
 
We are getting a very close relationship with Seven Hills 
High School, with the mentoring we are doing  with the 
students, associated with the BREED Program.  
 
We had cause to make and donate a lectern for the 
school.   

 
Manny spent many days on the job and Alan Phelps 
helped finish it.  
 
It had stood in the entry to the club for a while until a 
suitable time could be arranged to present it to the 
school. This happened on Tuesday 1st Nov. in the as-
sembly hall with the whole school in attendance. Eddie 
said a b-i-i-t-tt with Manny in attendance, on stage. 
There was good feeling on both sides with a very posi-
tive outcome.        Ken 
 
 

Seven Day Adventist, Kings Langley 
Demonstration  18th Oct. 
 
Once again Rohan, Bob and myself demoed a small 
bowl in the court yard of their complex. Twenty five men 
and a few ladies were seated around for a 10.30 start. 
 
I started explaining about the piece of timber that was to 
be turned and the tools required. 
 
Bob finished the inside; Rohan did the outside, and all 
done in a hour. 
 
Everyone was interested and we were invited back. 

Graham 

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE ―P‖   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

      Brian Brooks  David Burns 
 Syd Churchward  Paul Collins 
 Paul de Belle  John DeVos 
 Hans Freke   Stephen Hitchcock 
 Don Hughes   Michael Jones  
 Tony Maberly  David Oates 
 Bob Taylor   John Williams 
 Bob Young 
        

Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 David Todd   Colin Baker 

  
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 

FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
 
Please return your borrowings in the correct 
numerical order and remember that the lending 
period is ONE MONTH. 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 



 

3 

  
 

Maxi Day September 

GRAHAM DAWES GRAHAM DAWES STEVE HITCHCOCK 

STEVE HITCHCOCK 
STEVE HITCHCOCK 

STEVE HITCHCOCK 

STEVE HITCHCOCK 

STEVE HITCHCOCK STEVE HITCHCOCK 

LIAM HEALY 

HANS FRIEKE 

PADDY THORPE 
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Maxi Day – 16th Oct 2011 – Visit from Paddy 
Thorpe and the Southern Woodturners 
 
The day commenced with Paddy giving us a back-
ground to the Southern club and his involvement in it as 
well as previously holding the Chair position on the Syd-
ney Woodturners Guild Inc. He brought along a marvel-
ous, striking piece of work that he had turned, which he 
named ―LEXX‖. This name is fittingly linked to a Space 
Station piece, which he had seen in a Woodturning 
Magazine some years before.  

 
To construct Lexx, Paddy had turned a lidded bowl from 
a large piece of Black Boy (Grass Tree), which had a 
beautifully grained finish. He then turned three identical 
conical legs out of Huon Pine, with fitted finialled caps. 
Below the bowl was a Huon Pine Sphere and on top of 
the lid a Huon pine finial. Made out of red cedar were 
then three long and three short, turned, supporting 
arms, which were perfectly drilled and mounted to have 
the whole piece in perfect balance. It was easy to see 
why this unique piece had earned Paddy a 1st place rib-
bon at the Sydney Royal Easter Show. Paddy was en-
couraging others to also have a go, to enter items into 
the Show for competition judging. 
 
Four members from the Southern Club were then each 
given a time at the lathe to turn a section of a combined 
piece of work, under the watchful stewardship of Paddy. 
First up was Fred, who like Paddy had over 20 years 
with the club, and who had also been the Guild Treasur-
er for many years. As a cook in his working life, he was 
often referred to as the one who ―Cooked the Books‖! 
The wood being turned was Coachwood and you could 
see the lovely grain which would be coming through 
once the piece was joined together and finished.  
 
Next up to the Lathe was Chris, although relatively new 
to wood turning, she was encouraged by Paddy to come 
along and turn a section of the work. Pre-prepared 
wooden spacing rings were used, with close attention to 
detail being necessary, to ensure that each of the join-
ing pieces were the exact diameter and depth. Val was 
next up, and his section needed a degree skew work 
and sanding to bring it to the desired shape and finish.  
 
At this point of the day, we stopped the demonstration, 

to enjoy the lovely lunch that Wendy had prepared for 
us. Although our numbers attending today were down, 
everyone present was enjoying the day. The meatballs, 
chicken nuggets, salad and rolls certainly filled us all up. 
Thank you Wendy for catering, cooking, and serving us 
all in this way.  
 
After lunch and after the raffle, Paddy took us through 
the Show and Tell, which was comprised of pieces with 
a finial, pieces tuned on two or more centers, or a piece 
of furniture with some turned elements in it. There were 
some beaut pieces from the club including Grahams 
lattice worked pot pouri bowl with finialled lid, Hans‘s 
bed side lamp from a lovely piece of red cedar, a Huon 
Pine bowl from Liam, a turned tapestry stool from Steve, 
who has been very busy, turning also some curtain rod 
finials, off centered bowls within bowls and a winged 
bowl with finialled lid – I‘ll always remember his refer-
ence to a Pelicans wings, in relation to the specifica-
tions of his winged bowls‘ thickness, shape, line and 
overall balance. 
 
Finally, back up at the lathe was Barry, who was to turn 
the lid/top section of the combined piece. Again he re-
ferred to his notes and drawings to turn the required 
specifications and the desired shape. A slight slip of the 
parting tool and he had to modify the finished shape, 
with extra turning and sanding also required. A slip like 
this can happen to the best of us, but it‘s not the end of 
the world. 

 
Paddy then pieced each of the sections together, with 
the spacing rings, to produce an 18 inch Pepper Mill. 
You could see how each member‘s turned section was 
in balance and proportion to the overall finished product. 
Thanks Paddy and the team from Southerns‘, for a 
great day of demonstrations in turning techniques, turn-
ing to a plan with specifications and finally for your 
friendship. 
 
Lindsay McEwan 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I am always on the look out for 
new articles and would appreciate 
any contributions from members - 
remember that this is your news-
letter! - editor 
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MEMBER PROFILE  -  Darryl Lane 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have been a member of the club for about 3 years. I 

live in Kings Langley which is only 1 to 2 minutes away 

and until I joined the Club I had not turned wood since I 

left School. 

  

Apart from the Club I belong to the Castle Hill RSL 

Camera Club, The Bromeliad Society of Sydney, The 

telephone Collectors Society and the Tropical Garden 

Society of Sydney. I had to give up the Camellia Society 

because I just ran out of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you may gather I have a love of gardening. I am into 

striking cuttings, grafting and growing all sorts of things 

from seeds. I do attend the two garden clubs that I be-

long to and this means that I have more than enough 

plants to play with.  Apart from turning wood, which I 

haven't done a lot of lately I like to do a bit of carving. 

This has included a tree on the footpath when the Coun-

cil removed a branch and other things shown in the pho-

tos.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carving sandstone is something else that I like to have 

a go at and if I had more time, or could manage it better 

I would like to do more of this. The same goes for furni-

ture making only apart from the time I really don't have 

the space for any more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I've also dabbled in Leadlighting and again if I could 

manage my time more efficiently I would like to do 

more. I really enjoy cooking and have quite an extensive 

collection of recipes I have gathered and use regularly. 

The camera club too has suffered and I don't get there 

as often as I should. I have been lucky enough to win a 

number of awards over the years for my images and the 

self-portrait I have enclosed did get an award because 

the judge was worried that if he didn't acknowledge it he 

thought that I looked evil enough to hunt him down. 

Panorama photography has always been of an interest 

to me I have recently discovered 3D photography which 

I view though a Stereoviewer that was made in America 

in the late 1800'. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

That brings me to my collection obsession. This started 

with my father giving me a 1910 Wooden wall phone. I 

now collect anything old. In fact anything made of wood, 

Bakelite or glass or tin and I have so much all stuff that 

there is a fair chance that if you remember it, I probably 

have one. 

 

If any Club members are interested in talking about or 

seeing anything that I have talked about remember that 

I live very close to the Club and would enjoy seeing 

you.  

 

Darryl Lane  
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The Continuing Saga of Dan and Joe 
 
The rivalry of Dan and Joe 
Had settled down some months ago 
When Dan had given Joe a little shock 
Joe‘s metal tool box did the trick 
And gave Joe an electric kick 
And since then things were running like a clock 
 
But still Joe felt it wasn‘t fair 
He thought up ways to make it square 
It had to be a secret, that‘s for sure 
He needed something really clever 
A trick to end this thing forever 
More than just to even up the score 
 
Now Dan had made a candle stick 
Inside out it‘s quite a trick 
For a competition just two days from now 
It was in the big display case 
To show that it had pride of place 
And Joe was looking on with furrowed brow 
 
That night Joe worked very late 
He‘d worked himself into quite a state 
He copied very closely Dan‘s sweet shape 
He glued some joints to make them strong 
But others wouldn‘t last too long 
For he had used some old two sided tape 
 
The competition was about to begin 
And all the entries now were in 
They were lined up underneath a cotton sheet 
When the cloth came off Joe looked quite stunned 
Two candle sticks where there should one 
For he had Dan‘s in the toolbox at is feet 
 
But Dan had been prepared for Joe 
He‘d made another stick to show 
And put it next to Joe‘s, they looked the same 
The judge picked both the entries up 
Joe‘s came apart, the game was up 
But the judge now smiled and recognised Dan‘s name 
 
He thought that Dan had made it thus  
To show the trick to the rest of us 
He congratulated Dan for his thoughtful plan 
So later Dan went up to Joe  
And said that he‘d like Joe to know 
How closely he had matched the one by Dan 
 
He said how Joe should turn to win  
Said to waste his talent was a sin 
That they should be good friends and just compete  
Joe gave Dan back the other stick  
Then apologised for the stupid trick 
Said in future he would be much more discreet 

 
 
Neil Guthrie 

Waxes 

 

Wax has been used for centuries for polishing wood. 

As woodturners we can use wax as one of our many 

finishes. 

 

I will describe and comment on the types of wax that we 

can easily obtain and normally use. 

 

Waxes are not a durable type of finish. They 

show watermarks, finger marks, scuff easily and collect 

dirt. But they can be easily fixed by just giving them an-

other polish. The more you polish them the better they 

look and they develop a nice patina. It‘s better if you 

seal timber with shellac or similar before applying wax. 

  

Beeswax This is probably the most common wax avail-

able. Its not a very hard wax and has a low melting 

point, consequently it never really sets hard and soaks 

into the wood, shows finger marks and is not a durable 

finish. By adding 10% to20% Canubra this hardens it 

up. I don‘t use beeswax very much. Only as an additive 

to smooth out other waxes 

  

Parrafin Wax or Candle Wax This has been around for 

hundreds of years and has many uses. Its not much 

good on wood on its own. Used as a mixer with Bees 

wax or Canubra Wax it improves them. It‘s a medium 

hard wax with a medium melting point. 

  

Canubra Wax This is a vegetable base wax and is the 

hardest and best of all the waxes. Its not recommended 

to use this on its own but by blending  10% to20% with 

beeswax plus others is very good. 

  

  

Microcrystallyne Wax (Micro Wax) This is the finest 

grained of all the waxes and comes in a lot of grades. In 

its purest form its known as Petroleum Jelly or Vaseline. 

It is mostly available in solid block form which is what 

I use. By adding a small amount of bees wax 

or Canubra it makes it better to use. This is commonly 
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sold by the name of Renaissance Wax and has a lot of 

uses. This can be mixed with any of the other waxes. 

  

I suppose your main question is how do we convert the-

se hard waxes into a paste form for applying to tim-

ber.  The answer is simple we melt them in a container 

and add a liquid solvent. I use gum turpentine which is 

the best by far.  I use an electric saucepan. Just break 

up the wax into small pieces and place in the pan. Only 

use a low heat until you just melt the wax. . With the 

wax in a molten state, add the Turps then pour it into a 

container to cool down.  If you have made any sort of a 

mixture it‘s a good idea to stir it occasionally. Some-

times the waxes tend to separate when cooling down. 

To make a workable consistency I use around 

1 Litre of Turps to 400 gram of wax. The wax we sell up 

at our club is a mix of all the above with the addition of a 

fine cutting compound called Rottenstone or Tripoli 

Powder.   

 

What‘s the recipe for the perfect mix, well I don‘t know. I 

have seen hundreds in books or on the internet and 

they all claim they work.  There is an Australian book 

called ―A Polishers Handbook― Written by Neil Ellis, the 

proprietor of  ― U Beaut Polishes‖ This is as good if not 

better than anything I have seen from overseas and has 

some excellent recipes.  Well I hope this has been inter-

esting. 

 

Regards  Alan Phelps 

 

 

Beautiful accent plugs from scrap wood 

 

Save your small scraps of exotic and colourful hard-

woods like Paduak, Ebony, Rosewood, Wenge, Bacote, 

Purpleheart etc. Use your plug cutter to slice decorative 

plugs out of these scraps for screw holes and accents 

on those ‗special‘ projects. 

 

Dust collection hoods for machinery 

 

Metal flashings for roof mounted vents make great dust 

collection hoods for disc sanders, lathes and similar ma-

chines 

 

 

 

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 

We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 
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Make Your Own Buffing Wheel Mandrel 
by Doug Ketchum 

  
Instead of buying an expensive mandrel for buffing and grinding wheels, I decided to make one for very little 
cost, or time involved, for use on my Wilton mini-lathe. In about 45 minutes had it completed and mounted on 
the lathe. 
 

 
  
Materials include two 1 1/2 inch thick blocks (turned from scrap pieces), 1/2 inch dowel, and the 1/2 inch bush-
ing that came with the buffing and grinding wheels. Note the 1/2 inch holes drilled in each block to receive the 
1/2 dowel (arbor). The holes are 1 inch deep.  
 

 
  
Dowel with bushing ready to insert through the buffing wheel. 
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Dowel inserted with bushing in the arbor hole of the wheel. Note the dowel length is cut 1/2 inch  shorter than the 
combined 1 inch deep holes in the turning (compression) blocks, plus the thickness of the wheel.   
 
 

 
 
 
Assembly is complete with turning blocks over the dowel and ready to mount on the lathe. When chucked up be-
tween centers on the lathe the buffing wheel will be in compression and will not slip between the blocks with the 
proper amount of pressure applied.  

 

 

 
  
 

 
 
Editors Note 
 
I found this article on the Internet recently and thought that you may find it interesting. Anything that can help make 
our turning experience easier and more enjoyable is always worth considering! 
 
If anyone finds an interesting article, either on the Internet, magazine or book, please let me know so that it can be 
shared with other Club members. 
 
There are also many Club Members who have skills, techniques or ideas that are well worth sharing and I invite 
these people, you know who you are, to contact me so that we can all benefit from your knowledge. 
 
Please contact me at  ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Regards, David Burns 

mailto:ziggyzer000@hotmail.com?subject=Interesting%20information
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