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Issue:  135 14th June 2011 

Western Sydney Woodturners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

President:     Eddie Catford   9837 3311 
 
Vice-presidents:     Ken Vodden and Paul Collins 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary:   Robert Young 
 
Grants Officer: Raymond Saich 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Wayne Hipwell 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he‘ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Andy Tappouras 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and 
Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Trainer:  Bob (Santa) Hodge 
 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2010 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
Friday 17th - Sunday 19th June  Wood Show 
Sunday 19th  June    Maxi Day 
Sunday 10th  July    Linwood House 
Tuesday 12th July    Club Meeting 
Sunday 17th July    AGM 

Presidents Report 

 

By now everyone should have received a letter advising 

them of three very important aspects of the club.  

 

Firstly the last day for membership renewal is 30th June 

2011 for $30. Please note there is NO extension or 

grace, any payment after this date will be treated as a 

new membership and will be $40. Please help us and 

yourself by paying early so there is no confusion and 

keep your membership alive and well.  

 

Secondly there is notification of the up and coming AGM 

in July and thirdly the all important nomination form for 

the election of executive and other positions of the club 

at the AGM. I would encourage all members to seriously 

consider the position the club is in and who they would 

like to take it to the next step.   

 

This has been a very good casual month where all the 

activities went well as the individual reports will indicate 

and I thank all of the members who took part at the time 

and those in the preparation of the activities.    

    

For those members who ordered Timber & Working 

With Wood show tickets they are now available to be 

picked up from the club. 

 

I will also take this opportunity to thank Andy and the 

other members who bought extra food and the special 

effort they put in on our last maxi day for the Guild visi-

tors who regrettably didn‘t arrive, a very good tasty 

spread that was ultimately enjoyed by those in attend-

ance. 

 

Don‘t forget the club challenge this month is ―use of two 

timbers‖ preferably not segmented, try thinking outside 

the circle and see what you can come up with, I am sure 

there are some great ideas out there. 

 

“Become masters & turn master pieces” 
Eddie Catford 9837 3311 
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SICK LIST 

      

 Frank Hicks    Richard de Groot 

 Peter Ryan   Beth Williams  

 Jenny Reynolds  Ron Fathers 

 Andris Karklins  
 

            Get well soon, we miss your smiling faces! 

Club Challenge Topics 
 

June  - use of two or more timbers in a piece  

July  - toys 

August   - any item created on two or more centres 

  - spindle, lattice work/ faceplate/boxes/

     tops/   … 

 

Visit by Michelle Rowland 

 

Michelle, who is the Federal Member for Greenway, 

took time out from her very busy schedule to visit our 

Club to experience what we do. She was joined for the 

morning by her associate Nick Trainor. 

 

I was impressed by the genuine interest shown by both 

Michelle and Nick as they where guided around the 

Clubhouse by Ed, Ken and myself. We attempted to 

cover all of the Club activities without overwhelming our 

guests - I never realised that we were involved in so 

many things! 

 

Before our guests departed Ed gave a gift, provided by 

the Club, to Michelle who immediately indicated that it 

would be put on display in Canberra. What a mark of 

respect to all members! 

I hope to see Michelle, Nick and everyone else from her 

offices visit again very soon.                         David Burns 
 

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE ―P‖   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
     Terry Boddy   Ed Brennan 
      Robin Campbell  Luigi Criniti 
      Alan Eipper   Kevin Farrell 
      Ron Fathers   Tony Fryer 
      David Hinchliffe  Sid Sanbaiah 
      David Sobel   Philip Sutherland 
      John Walker  
 

Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 
       David Drake   John Walker 
       Jack Kestle   David  Searle 
          
    

 
 

FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
 
Please return your borrowings in the correct 
numerical order and remember that the lending 
period is ONE MONTH. 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 
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Tool Sharpening:  
Answer to a perplexing question. 

  
I wish to convey my sincere thanks and appreciation to 
two extremely special club members, Bob (Santa) 
Hodges and Alan Phelps for demonstrating two very 
different methods on ‗how to sharpen woodturning tools‘ 
at the  Maxi Day.  
 
From my personal perspective, the day was very inter-
esting as sharp tools are critical to performing woodturn-
ing operations. The day went very quickly and many 
questions were answered. However, there is one ques-
tion that needs answering and clarification and that is 
―what happens if I ‗burn‘ the point of the tool when using 
the grinding wheel?‖ I say this as there are conflicting 
opinions and many of us; correctly or incorrectly have 
our own opinions. 

 
Having participated in some Blacksmithing classes and 
having held very strong views on ‗burning‘ steel on an 
emery wheel, I thought I should seek the wisdom of 
somebody with more metallurgy skills than I in an en-
deavor to clarify this position. So please accept the fol-
lowing as something intended to help those people still 
unsure on the correct outcome of this perplexing ques-
tion. 
 
HSS or High Speed steel is used in manufacturing tools 
that are designed to cut at a speed that will involve in-
creased temperature at the cutting edge. With 
woodturning tools, the HSS standard is called A2 and is 
made with the following relevant composition: Tungsten 
80%;  Carbon 0∙75%;  Vanadium 1∙25%; and Chromium 
4.5%. This steel is hardened at 1280°C and tempered at 
between 560 - 600°C. This gives a hardness strength of 
52 – 64 HRC. 
 
When sharpening this steel it should be remembered 
that if the steel becomes ―overheated, it will lose its 
‗temper‘ and therefore it hardness resulting in rapid 
blunting.  
 
Should the edge of the tool being sharpened start to 
become a ―straw‖ colour; the steel is reaching a temper-
ature that will start to affect the temper of that steel. If 
the steel reaches a ―blue‖ colouration, the temperature 

is now be approaching 600°C which will almost certainly 
be taking the temper out of the steel. Should the steel 
attain a ―blackish‖ colour, you have eliminated the tem-
per completely and this part of the steel should be re-
moved after first allowing to cool. 
 
The manufacturers of HSS tools say that one should 
never cool HSS tools in water. This is true if you seri-
ously overheat the steel. However, if you keep the tool 
cool by continuous dunking in water, the tool should not 
attain a heat that will be affected by water. 
 
What to do? When sharpening, the first thing to do is 
closely monitor the heat of the edge being sharpened. If 
you can use Santa‘s deft touch and sharpen the tools 
with extremely soft pressure you will find that cooling in 
water will only be minimal. If you are like me, you may 
wish to continually cool the tool thus avoiding over-
heating. 

Cheers,  John Lane 
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Maxi Day May 2011 
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Attention all members. 

  

There have been new items added to the library recent-

ly, In The Bound Book Section:- #108  Decorating 

Turned Wood and #109  Wood-- Identification and 

Use.  (should be helpful eh!!) 

  

Within the DVD range we have added:- #79 A Masters 

Course in Woodturning, Series 1 for Beginners. This is 

a boxed set of 6 DVD's. I have not had a chance to view 

this as soon as it was added it was borrowed. 

  

The above additions are the result of a donation along 

with a supplementary boost to the cost from the Club 

Funds. 

 

I trust you will all enjoy them and please remember that 

loans are for 4 weeks and should be returned so other 

members may enjoy.                     Happy Turning, Gary. 
 

 

Blacktown festival            

 

As the Council has completed the restoration of the Vil-

lage Green it allowed us to return to our old position on 

a busy thoroughfare leading to much interest and plenty 

of top making for the kids. 

 

While we don‘t have any photos of the occasion this 

year I am extremely happy to report the day was very 

successful, the weather in contrast to last year was very 

pleasant, the crowd was in a festival mood, the overall 

sales were also very good. 

 
Thank you to all the members who participated on the 
day and all that called in for support, all of this is im-
portant to the welfare of the club.      
 

Bus trip     

                              

What a good day !!! Thirty three of us met at 7.30 am 

and left in the bus at 8.00 am with Peter our driver, and 

headed north. Our first stop was Ourimbah for tea, cof-

fee, bickies and a quick stop to the little room to make 

space for the wine to come. 

 

Next stop was McGuigans Cellars for a separate wine 

tasting out the back. Some whites , reds and dessert 

wines were tried and shock horror, some people actual-

ly spat some out in the spittoons supplied. Some wines 

were purchased and then we were on our way to the 

―Golden Grape‖ winery where we had another wine tast-

ing , finishing with a drop of Dragons Breath Schnapps, 

a fiery drop laced with birds eye chillies, then it was 

lunch at the winery restaurant, which was a nice roast 

meal with a glass of wine or beer. 

 

After lunch we toured on to the Wood Gallery at Cess-

nock to view some fantastic wood products made by 

various craftsmen  which had some absolutely fantastic 

prices, anyone wishing to buy a Birdseye Huon Pine 

table and six chairs could purchase it for $48,000 but 

otherwise a lot of good ideas and different products. 

 

After the Gallery it was onto the Smelly Cheese Shop at 

Tempus Two, where quantities of great cheeses were 

purchased, along with ice cream of many different fla-

vours, with our beloved President getting outside of the 

largest piece of Mars Bar Cheese Cake on the planet. 

 

Then it was homeward bound at 4.00 pm. With some 

very truthful comedy tapes being played and much 

laughter. 

 

We arrived back at 6.00 pm. With everyone fully satis-

fied on the day and looking forward to the next one. 

 

Good one Ken you have set a bench mark to be bet-

tered next time.                                            Bob Young.  

 

Bupa       

                                 

After one of our members mentioned to a staff member 

of the Bupa Aged Facility at North Rocks we received a 

request to put on a demonstration. This is a follow on to 

our annual support at Yallambi Nursing Home on Pen-

nant Hills. 

 

I was commissioned to investigate and checkout the 

location where we would be holding the demonstration 

in preparation for the day. 

The facility is located on North Rocks Rd. and has two 
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classes of patients, those who need complete care and 

those who can mainly look after themselves only need-

ing help with medication. 

 

The Three Amingoes, Graham Dawes, Bob Young and 

myself Rohan Mc Cardell set sail on Monday morning to 

set up. We had a window of about an hour as they had 

exercise classes, morning tea, our demonstration before 

some patients would have to leave and move back to 

different areas for their lunch. 

 

We were in a large common area and quickly set up a 

large ground sheet and one of the small lathes we carry 

in the club trailer for this purpose. We showed how we 

constructed our charity bowls with an example of each 

stage from ―go to whoa‖ graham had prepared a com-

pleted bowl of camphor laurel and another ready for 

turning, he then finished the outside of his blank ex-

plaining tools and how they are sharpened, Bob then 

turned the bowl around and commenced to finish the 

inside. By this stage we had quite a large audience of 

approximately 55 patients and staff, no doubt attracted 

by the “demo” and the aroma of the camphor. 

 

With the aid of the audio equipment we were able to 

inform the patents of the steps we were completing and 

answering all the questions we were being asked. 

 

We had arranged with Tanya one of the staff to give 

each of the patients a raffle ticket for the bowl we had 

completed along with one of the charity bowls we had 

shown, the winners were very happy with the bowls. 

The shavings were collected and will be used in one of 

the craft classes, packed into individual bags and given 

to the patients. 

 

We managed to fit the demonstration within the time 

constraints and we were rewarded by acclimation. 

 

A final nice touch was a small card made by one or two 

patents thanking us for our time and effort, this will be 

hung on the notice board in the club. 

 

Rohan McCardell         

 

Linwood house        

          

Another good day at Linwood with Rohan, Lindsay, 

Dave and myself. We collected a fair amount for our 

charity on the day. The Mini Minor Car Club had a dis-

play with all types of mini‘s on show. 

 

Inside was the usual information concerning Linwood 

and various exhibits, plus the guys with their model train 

layout which for little kids and big kids shows a fascina-

tion. 

 

Meanwhile we did our usual top and base ball bat mak-

ing for the kids. 

 

The weather was good and a nice day was had by all. 

Bob Young   

 

MAXI DAY MAY 15th (another contribution) 
 

Today, I had the pleasure of seeing two of our senior 

members turn on a display of style, knowledge and ex-

perience.  

 

Bob ‗Santa‘ Hodge and Alan Phelps did a demo of the 

very basic requirement in woodturning, sharpening of 

your tools. The way they worked together looked as if 

they had been a team working together for several 

years. With the years of experience both of them have 

in turning it is to be admired.  

 

Each tool was covered in the aspect of sharpening with 

the jigs available with Alan and without jigs by Bob. Be-

fore the sharpening, they explained the differences in 

grinding wheels, slip stones, oil stones and the newer 

diamond files. Plenty of props were available to explain 

techniques and angles to the fullest. The differences in 

attitude to free hand and jig sharpening added the extra 

edge to the two experienced professionals where 

woodturning is the winner in the end.  
 

There was a break for lunch where our caterers did their 

absolute best again, which was enjoyed by all. A very 

good show and tell, where there was some absolute 

stunners on display, a credit to our club, then back to 

sharpening where Bob and Alan wrapped up the final 

tools and queries on points of doubt.  

 

This demo could have raised more questions than an-

swers by the members and this could be proved by the 

number of members putting their hand up for a hands 

on training session by our demonstrators in the near 

future. If you have problems in sharpening your 

woodturning tools, check out the notice board for the 

upcoming training sessions.  
  

Finally, I left the club a very proud member, knowing we 

have such talented members available to do a demo of 

this calibre.                         Thanks Guys. Ken  
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A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 

We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

Bottle of Wine  
 
A woman and a man are involved in a car accident on a 
snowy, cold Monday morning; it's a bad one. Both of 
their cars are totally demolished, but amazingly neither 
of them is hurt. God works in mysterious ways.  
 
After they crawl out of their cars, the man is yelling 
about women drivers.  
 
The woman says, "So, you're a man. That's interesting. 
I'm a woman. Wow, just look at our cars! There's noth-
ing left, but we're unhurt. This must be a sign from God 
that we should be friends and live in peace for the rest 
of our days."  
 
Flattered, the man replies, "Oh yes, I agree completely, 
this must be a sign from God! But you're still at 
fault...women shouldn't be allowed to drive."  
 
The woman continues, "And look at this, here's another 
miracle. My car is completely demolished but this bottle 
of wine didn't break. Surely God wants 
us to drink this wine and celebrate our good fortune." 
She hands the bottle to the man.  

The man nods his head in agreement, opens it and 
drinks half the bottle and then hands it back to the wom-
an.  
 
The woman takes the bottle, puts the cap back on and 
hands it back to the man.  
 
The man asks, "Aren't you having any?"  
 
The woman replies, "No. I think I'll just wait for the po-
lice..."  

 

MORAL OF THE STORY: 
 

Women are clever, evil bitches. Don't mess with them. 

I am always on the look out for 
new articles and would appreciate 
any contributions from members - 
remember that this is your news-
letter! - editor 
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FOR SALE 
By Blind Auction* 

 
 The Club is offering the following piece of equipment 

for sale by blind auction 
 

HAFCO 380A Planer 
 

Reserve:  $500.00 
 

Auction commences 14th June and ends 12th July 2011 

AUTUMN 
 
Sweet softer weather was settling in 
I felt the cool breezes of autumn begin 
But the days were still warm as I strolled in the sun 
They had promised some rain 
Though I wouldn‘t complain 
When I watched children splash in the puddles – what 
fun? 
 
The clouds seemed much whiter  
The blue sky was brighter 
The Swallows were darting around in the blue  
So I wandered on down and sat on the sand 
As I thought to myself what a beautiful land 
And the sun changed the clouds to a pink and gray hue 
 
Small waves hit the shore  
Making white foam galore 
And seagulls were busy out there 
The bay was blue green 
In this magical scene 
And my mind was at peace without care 
 
I love autumn time best 
And I always feel blessed 
When the heat goes out of the sun 
And the calmness I feel 
Is just part of the deal 
And I feel I‘m the luckiest one 
      Neil Guthrie 

ITEM : HAFCO 380A Planer  Auction ends: 12th July 2011 
 
Name: ……………….…………….. Member Number: (Compulsory) ……………… 
 
Bid: (Minimum $500.00) …………………………………………..   

*A Blind Auction is where and person wishing to bid for the equipment 

on offer completes a form showing their name and membership num-

ber, this form is then placed into a secure container. At the conclusion 

of the Auction period the container is unsealed by the committee and 

the winner notified. Goods need to be removed promptly. The Com-

mittee‘s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into. 
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