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Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2011 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 
Tuesday 13th December  Club Meeting 
 
Look out for a busy 2012 - it will be here before you 
know it! 

Presidents Report 
 

Last month I started off by saying it was the quietest 
month I have had, This month I am going to say it is the 
busiest month I have had. 
 
The first week of the month was the run up to our Open 
Day, which turned out to be a big success. Thankyou to 
all the helpers who did their bit before,  through out and 
after the event.  Work which had to be done. A big 
thankyou to Michelle Rowland MP for opening the day 
for us. Her punctuality, personality and the time she had 
at the club meeting with the members was appreciated. 
 
The following day we had members at Linnwood House  
doing the usual work of demonstrating, charity  and pri-
vate sales. Do you  realise what we have collected this 
year so far for our charity? Check it out on the notice 
board. 
 
The following weekend we had the Trend Open Day 
and competition. Sadly we did not do too well in the 
competition, we were beaten by  a better team on the 
day - Hawkesbury - so no new lathe for the club.  
 
On the Sunday we had our Maxi Day with Gary Light, 
who is a trainer with two clubs and has been demon-
strating for quite some time and is thinking of stepping 
down. 
 
 This happens to lead me into the subject of demon-
strating, learning and teaching. I have chatted with a 
few members since Gary’s demo about stepping up and 
doing demos for the club and then for other clubs. At 
this point I must thank all of our members who have 
stood up and done a demo for the club or is going to. 
  
The club from which this demonstrator came would like 
the favour returned and for us to send a demonstrator 
there.  This is where the system breaks down. We do 
not have many demonstrators, so I have been asking 
for help on this front and have got some very strange if 
not worrying responses. So  I pose the question, Why 
do you come to the club? To learn, to teach or other.  
Please look for the survey form in the Newsletter and 
take the time to fill it in and put it in the suggestion box. 
It is getting harder to get demonstrators for our maxi 
days, this will give us an idea of what is required in the 
future.  Exchanging demonstrators  is a way for inter 
club relations, beside learning, which I feel is the major 
reason for coming to the club. 
 
Could not pass without a photo.  
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Team spirit is what we all want - young or old! 

 
Christmas is coming and we are having a party. It is 
happening on the Sunday 18th December, see the clip 
board for details, pay your money and we will have a 
good time, as we usually do. 
 
This is where I thank all you special people, who belong 
to this fantastic club known as Western Sydney 
Woodturners ,a very Merry Christmas and hope the 
New Year brings everything you want. This also applies 
to all the people who have contributed to the club (and 
is not a member) in a way you have chosen. It has been 
an education for me over the last few months, but I have 
enjoyed most of it and thank you all for the support you 
have given me.  
 
Merry Christmas All.   Ken 
 
 

Blacktown Moonlight Markets. 
 
It was a Thursday afternoon and the sun was shining 
and quite warm. A group of us set up the lathe for a 
demo and a few other tables for items for sale including 
charity items. We had prime position and plenty of peo-
ple around. Officially the Moonlight Markets started at 
3pm until 8 pm. As soon as the sun went down it be-
came windy and cold. The music started which was 
good head banging stuff, good for the younger folks. All 
in all we made sales of the members items and surpris-
ingly the charity did well. Knowing the organisers want 
the markets to become a monthly event, I think they 
might have to do some rethinking. It turned out to be a 
good social get together.  Ken 

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

      Colin Baker   Doug Cox 
 Brian Darcy   Neil Guthrie 
 Bill Hartley   Christopher Kearney 
 Scott Landall  Alan Phelps 
 Lynn Pitt   Peter Ryan 
 Raymond Saich  Manuel Spiteri 
 Mathew Stopford 
      
Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
 Steve Creighton  Russell Adams 
 David Brunetta  Kaye Carter 
 Dixon Kularatne  Ken Iles 
 Stephen Jaj 

  
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 

FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
 
Please return your borrowings in the correct 
numerical order and remember that the lending 
period is ONE MONTH. 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 
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Maxi Day November 

————  ALAN PHELPS  ———— 

ANNA DAWES 

LES PRITCHARD 

STEVE HITCHCOCK 

—— RAY SMITH —— 

KEN VODDEN 

ANNA DAWES 
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Maxi Day 20 November 2011 
 
Another beautiful day for out maxi day, unfortunately 
numbers attending were disappointingly low, however 
considering the hectic schedule the club has had over 
the last 3 weeks it is understandable. 
 
The guest presenter on the day was Gary Light a life-
time member of the Menai club with about 20 years of 
turning experience. 
 
Gary commenced with a quick overview on lathe safety 
and setting up the lathe for spindle work, he then pro-
ceeded to demonstrate eccentric turning using a shop 
made insert for his chuck employing a form of screw 
chuck. (I’ll leave you to make your own decision on the 
use of screw chuck into end grain). 
 

 
 
Gary then took a break from turning to discuss the rea-
sons why club members are reluctant to participate in 
demonstrating. This took the form of an open forum and 
resulted in quite a lot of audience participation. He then 
went on to point out that members would gain confi-
dence by preparation of a lesson plan. 
 
Back to the lathe Gary then demonstrated the turning of 
a tilted clothes peg (sometimes called a shaker peg) for 
this he used a prepared face plate and the tail stock. 
 
More discussion followed on elements of design using 
the dictum “Form follows function”. 
 
With a forum on the design requirements for a salad 
bowl, the audience was responding in a lively manner. 
Gary then continued by discussing proportions using the 
“Golden Mean“, and the “Fibonacci Numbers Progres-
sion”.  This produced some glazed expressions. 
 
The meeting then broke up for lunch and our Catering 
Officer, Fiona, produced a wonderful lunch (well done). 
Be assured nobody went hungry. 
 
Gary opened “Show and Tell” by a display of some of 
his own items where he pointed out methods of Ebonis-
ing and Charring which created a great deal of interest. 
(While I’d probably draw the line at Tyre black). Moving  
on to the members display, Ken and Ray produced 

some nice segmented bowls, Les Pritchard showed 3 
lovely burl dishes, Anna showed 2 of her early works in 
order to encourage members to acknowledge and dis-
cuss “mistakes” and learning experiences. I presented a 
child/ dolls bed under construction but the star of the 
show was Alan Phelps’s investigation into classical 
forms for candleholders, pepper grinders etc. (WOW). 
 
To the club challenge, our sympathy must go out to Rob 
Stewart who’s first essay into this, a beautifully turned 
Christmas tree bauble, was the only entry. (If the club 
challenge is to have any value at all we must find a way 
to encourage participation). 
 

 
 
To finish his presentation Gary proceeded to demon-
strate a method of multi point turning using a long nosed 
chuck and a ball turned on the end of the blank. You 
have to see the video for this one. 
 
In all a very enjoyable day. 
 
Steve 

 
 

SURVEY 
 
Why do you come to the club?   
To Learn, to teach or other. 
If other please enlarge: ………………………..………. 
 

(Please ring the appropriate answer). 
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Observations of life 
 
I have made an observation 
Of dilemmas facing man 
And something is apparent every time 
The need for moderation  
Is essential to the task 
And knowing also where to draw the line 
 
The hardest thing I notice 
Is to know what you can’t do 
And live your life without the need for stress 
Stress will kill you in the long run 
So learn to shrug it off 
And still you’ll find you can achieve your best 
 
Learn to cut you’re losses 
It will save you from yourself 
But to whip a horse that’s dead won’t work at all 
And cultivate your patience 
It’s worth it you will see 
And life might end up being such a ball 
      Neil Guthrie 

 
 

Glues 

As wood turners we use glue and newcomers always 

ask what’s the best glue to use. Well that’s hard to say. 

There is so many excellent glues available now. I feel 

that there are different glues for different jobs. 

Listed below are the glues that we normally use that we 

can go and buy of the shelf and do the job. 

  

PVA White Glue This is the most common type of wood 

glue that can be bought anywhere. It is a good general 

purpose type glue for wood. It is water based so it’s 

easy to clean up. I don’t like it for wood turning .There is 

much better available. It creeps, it’s not good at gap 

filing unless you add sawdust, its not waterproof, and it 

softens with heat and falls apart. This could be danger-

ous when finish sanding a laminated bowl or segmented 

work. One of our guys left a segmented bowl that had 

been glued with PVA in the back of his car on a hot day 

in the sun and it fell apart, much to his dismay. 

  

Crosslinking PVA glue  (Aquadhere Exterior Grade 

Plus Other Brand names) 

Now this is a different story. Its water based so easy 

clean up , doesn’t creep very much. Weather proof and 

heat resistant. This is what we are buying in bulk for our 

club. We have tested this glue extensively; we have 

made joints and smashed them apart with 

a hammer. The joint stays intact and the wood around it 

smashes and we have never had a laminated bowl or 

similar come apart in a lathe yet. So we feel that this 

is a great glue at the right price. 

  

Yellow Glue (Titebond 11) 

This is another crosslinking PVA 

We used this extensively for a long time and is arguably 

the best all-purpose glue available. It’s the same as pre-

viously described and I can’t see any difference. The 

only reason we are not using it is price. 

  

Yellow Glue-( Titebond  Regular  and   Titebond 111) 

This is a Alphatic Resin Emulsion Adhesive 

Again these are great glues with the same characteris-

tics as previous. Tite bond 111 is waterproof and can be 

used on some parts of boats. I have used them all and 

can’t say which is the best. They are all excellent. 

  

Two Part Epoxies   

(Araldite , The West System, Techniglue etc) 

These are arguably the ultimate in wood glues they 

bond almost anything to anything plus they are gap fill-

ing, waterproof very strong and weather proof. They 

were designed for boat building and aircraft use. So if 

you have a difficult job and you don’t know what to use 

these are the answer. The only problem is they are a bit 

messy with a bit of waste and very expensive 

  

SuperGlues  These are a real gift to us woodturners. 

They will bond just about anything to anything quickly. 

They are the only glue for cracks and splits they have 

this characteristic of being drawn into the joint. This is 

called capillary attraction. They are excellent for pen 

making plus they are now used as a beautiful finish on 

Pens probably the best I have ever seen. We buy them 

in bottles in bulk and sell them in our shop but I have 

used the El Chepo from the Two dollar shop and I don’t 

see any difference. So Viva La Super Glues. 

  

Polyurethene Glues ( Aquedhere, Vise , Gorilla, and 

other trade names) 

These are the latest and again they bond just about an-

ything to anything. Gap filling, strong, waterproof, 

weatherproof and convenient to use. They are a bit 

messy as they foam out of the joint and the clean-up is 

a minor problem. They make a mess of your hands so 

wear gloves. I have used them with success but the 

main problem is once you open the bottle and leave it, 

the glue hardens in the bottle. So they are expensive to 
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buy and he wastage rate is high so I haven’t bothered to 

buy any more. 

 

Well I hope this has been of interest and some 

help.                                                    Alan Phelps 
 
 

Our Bob 
 

We have a member called Bob 
He can turn out a great job. 

Give him a Burl and 
He will make it whirl. 
Hand him a scraper,  

He’s good at that caper. 
But between me and you 

Beware of his skew. 
He will hone it keen 

To cut true and clean. 
But if he holds the skew,  
Whilst drinking a brew, 

You’d had better take care 
When it flies thru the air. 
For you’ll drop your jaw 
As it bounces the floor 
And the up facing point 

Pierces knee joint. 
He will stare at the blood pool 

Feeling such a big fool. 
For he’s done it twice 
Let’s hope not thrice. 

  
……The Phantom. 

 
 
TREND OPEN DAY AND COMPETITION 2011 
 
Saturday 19

th
 of November was bright and sunny, beau-

tiful really. 
 
Inside Trend Timbers, when I arrived, a little later than I 
had intended, courtesy of getting lost a couple times, 
quite a feat seeing that I have a GPS, was a crowd of 
people milling around. 
 
There were about eight stands set up by various clubs. 
Woodturning, ornamental turning (machines for doing 
complicated patterns), scroll sawing and pyrography 
(burning wood in a nice way) were represented. 
 
There was a stand and demonstrator from Artisan’s Re-
treat (Manning Valley, near Taree) and one from Organ-
oil. 

Carrying the flag for Western Sydney Woodturners were 
Patrick Berry (“orange boy”),  Paul Collins, Graham 
Dawes, Fiona Dean, Manny Farrugia, Liam Healy and 
Ken Vodden. 
 
Wandering around the tables inside the showroom, I 
found a few small things to buy and a few things to buy 
“soon”. 
 
We had a chance to stroll around the stands from the 
other clubs and chat to their members. Then, it was time 
to watch some of the other competitors at work. 
 
The Club Competition was to make something out of 
two pieces of timber, the same or different timbers, time 
allowed was one hour. 
 
Prior preparation was allowed but no turning. 
 
It was a nervous wait for our club as the earlier entrants 
were exhibiting a disturbingly high standard. 
 
Then, it was the turn of our club. 
 
Participants were: Graham Dawes, Manny Farrugia and 
Ken Vodden. 
 
Since Ken was involved, it was not a great surprise to 
find that the club choice was for a segmented vase. 
 
The blank started out looking like a collection of pieces 
glued haphazardly together. 
 
This impression lasted only a short time before the real 
shape and patterns began to emerge, a process that I 
still find miraculous. 
 
All three members took turns at different tasks and then, 
later on, at times all three were working at the same 
time, quite harmoniously too. 
 
The judges took the time to evaluate all the entries in a 
serious and considered manner. 
 
Sadly, we did not quite win (came second), beaten by 
an entry that also showed a very high standard, but, had 
more “embellishment”, as allowed by the rules. 
 
That winning team had seven members and added 
scroll sawing and carving to achieve the embellishment. 
 
A most enjoyable, though tiring, day for me and some-
thing to look forward to for next year. 
  
Patrick 



 

7 

Open Day 12 November 2011 
 
After months of hard work and planning as well as 
weeks of cleaning and preparation Saturday the 12

th
 

November finally arrived a clear day although a few 
clouds on the horizon these were no indication to the 
bright sunny day that was about to greet all who were to 
come and have a look at the offerings from the Western 
Sydney Woodturners. 
 
 
Graham Dawes and Ron Devine were set up in the area 
adjacent to the container and were ready to put on a 
display of wood turning various item for all who were 
interested, Fiona Dean had taken command of the Bar 
B Q and was cooking up a storm of bacon eggs sausag-
es and onions in readiness for the hungry hoards whilst 
Wendy, a couple of other ladies as well as a few of the 
other male members were in the kitchen area getting 
other things ready. 

 
Around 9.00 our invited guest, Our Federal Member for 
Greenway, Michelle Rowland arrived and spoke highly 
of the work that the club has done and she took time out 
to acknowledge the work that the club is involved in and 
particularly the excellent mentoring programs with the 
school. She acknowledged how important clubs such as 
ours are to the community and was keen to see the 
work that the members had done.  

 
The display of the works that had been done by mem-
bers was exceptional and worthy of display in any com-
petition area. Additionally many members had a suc-
cessful day in selling a lot of their finished items howev-
er if there was one small sour note it was that a couple 

of members had items stolen by people passing 
through. 
 
A good roll up of people passed through the doors with 
an estimated number in the vicinity of 250 visitors. A 
great deal of interest was shown by several people in 
joining the club also. 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

I am always on the look out for 
new articles and would appreciate 
any contributions from members - 
please remember that this is your 
newsletter! - editor 

Doug hard at work! 

Ray shares his knowledge! 
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Wooden Candle Holder 
 
Here is a simple idea for a quick Christmas gift - a handmade tea light holder, crafted from a log. 
 
Just shape a log from your firewood pile into a slab, and drill holes for the tea lights. Its pretty simple really - but 
the most important part is picking an attractive piece of wood, and paying attention to nice finishing. 

 
You need:  
 

a log 
 

 
a shaping tool. (bandsaw, hand saw, chainsaw, hatchet, plane, belt sander, mill, your teeth etc..) 
 
 
a large forstner bit (either 1 1/2" or 1 5/8" - I'll explain the importance later) 
 
 
drill 

 
Optional:  
 
bike 
 
Disclaimer- use common sense or succumb to evolution.  
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A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 
We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

 

 

Here is an idea I found while browsing the Internet - I 
hope that you enjoy! 

 
Nice candleholders from scrap wood 
 

A few weeks ago I started thinking about what to do 
with all the smaller pieces of wood I collected in my 
workshop over the years. All too small to build some-
thing, but yet too big to just throw them away. And I came 
up with a few ideas, so I want to share this one with you, 
because its rather simple, and you can use almost the 
smallest bits of wood for it: 

Time needed: Less than one afternoon - you can also 
build much more at once, with only little more time. 

 

Paddy was in New York.   

He was patiently waiting and watching the traffic cop 
on a busy street crossing.   The cop stopped the flow 
of traffic and shouted, "Okay, pedestrians."   Then 
he'd allow the traffic to pass. 

He'd done this several times, and Paddy still stood on 
the sidewalk. 

After the cop had shouted, "Pedestrians!" for the tenth 
time, Paddy went over to him and said, "Is it not about 
time ye let the Catholics across?" 

Gallagher opened the morning newspaper and was 
dumbfounded to read in the obituary column that he 
had died.   He quickly phoned his best friend, Finney.  

"Did you see the paper?" asked Gallagher. "They say I 
died!!"  

"Yes, I saw it!" replied Finney.   "Where are ye callin' 

from?" 
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