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Issue:  133 12th April 2011 

Western Sydney Woodturners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

President:     Eddie Catford   9837 3311 
 
Vice-presidents:     Ken Vodden and Paul Collins 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary:   Robert Young 
 
Grants Officer: Raymond Saich 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Wayne Hipwell 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Andy Tappouras 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and 
Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Trainer:  Bob (Santa) Hodge 
 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2010 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
Tuesday 12th April  Club Meeting 
Thurs 14th to Wed 27th April     Royal Easter Show 
Tuesday 10h May  Club Meeting 
Sunday 15th  May  Linwood House 

Presidents Report 

 

Well …………….. what a month as I have been telling 

you we haven’t stopped.  

 

I believe it to be the busiest month of the year and be-

cause of that we are feeling the pinch a little in all areas. 

In saying that you ALL can be very proud of your selves 

and your achievements.  

 

I THANK you for all of the help you have unselfishly giv-

en it has been greatly appreciated as the following re-

ports will confirm. As we are restricted to the size of our 

newsletter reports and pics. On the Chess set, Mt Druitt 

Hospital and the State Government Grant will be report-

ed in the next issue. 

Thank you 

  

“Become masters & turn master pieces” 
Eddie Catford 9837 3311 

 

Winner at the Blacktown show. 

 
Graham Sugar was a big winner at the Blacktown Show 
held on the weekend of the 11th to 13th March. He en-
tered three woodturnings and got first and second. He 
would have got third as well, according to the judge, 
Graham had left a marking on the bottom of his turning 
so the judges had to pass it in. I think Graham was 
pretty happy with himself as it was hard to control him 
on the Friday night turning at the club, just after he 
learnt of his win. Congratulations Mate, more to come I 
hope.                                                                       Ken 

mailto:ziggyzer000@hotmail.com
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Linwood House 
 

While the weather was very good over all a very quiet 
day by every ones standards however the program for 
the rest of the year is very positive as they are having 
car rallies on their open days.  
 

This always attracts more people and a fun filled day. 
I look forward to the better days.  

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
     Eric Aldinger   Peter Bland 
      Ron Devine   Kevin Hilton 
      John Lane   Robyn Mahoney 
      Greg Maloney   Lindsay McEwan 
      Jacqui Sharp    
 

Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 
       Bob Williams   Lloyd Ives 
       Keith Woolfenden 
          
    

 
SICK LIST 

      
 Ray Brooks   Frank Hicks   
 Ray Smith   Richard de Groot 
 Hans Loomans  George Hulme 
 

            Get well soon, we miss your smiling faces! 

 
 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 
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Show & Tell - 20th March 2011 



 

4 

Trend Timbers Open Day 
 
As you all know we went to “Trend Timbers” for two 
days and it was good to see the support from the mem-
bers, while it was a little slow there was considerable 
interest in our demonstrations on Friday with David ex-
plaining the positive side of the cutters we are now us-
ing and Rob explaining the technique he uses to 
achieve the finish he is accustom to. Saturday Santa 
and Graham took over the lathes and continued the 
good work in demonstrating which both do so well. Over 
the two days there was a lot of interest in the club and 
enquiries around membership which is always welcom-
ing. Trend Timbers being the professionals they are de-
serve all the accolades they get for having conducted 
an open day with a positive attitude and we thank them 
for allowing us to be part of it. Congratulations on a 
great day.     

 
 
Stitches & Craft Show 

  
Well, as per usual a great four days were had by all at 
the Expo.   Set-up was on Wednesday morning and the 
expo opened from Thursday and went to the following 
Sunday.   We all went home on the Sunday, tired but 
happy knowing that the expo was a great success. 

  

We were generously allotted a 6 x 5 metre area with 
tables for display, which allowed us to have an excellent 
demonstration and display area. 

  
We had great interest shown in our club and lot of en-
quiries about what we do at the Club and Membership. 
We were all kept busy with enquiries and we joined up a 
couple of new members during the Show with quite a 
few people taking away Membership Forms. 
  
Our Charity collection was a record and a fantastic 
achievement, so thanks to everyone who participated as 
well as those who made the bowls etc. for sale.   The 
camphor shavings were a big hit as usual, so much so 
that we had to purchase a new case of containers.   
  
The display of members’ works was fantastic with eve-
ryone wanting to purchase Manny’s lighthouse. 
  
Robin did her pyrography on bowls for sale; many 
thanks for her long hours of work and display.    The 

guys turned bowls and shavings which kept up the con-
tinuous depletion of stock.   

  
I would like to sincerely thank everyone involved for 
their help. 
  
I cannot thank the Expertise Events people enough for 
their generosity and help for this Event and look forward 
to doing the same in the future.     
  

Bob Young.   
 
 

Bunnings 
 
It was the first BBQ at Bunnings for a long while and the 
new location made it a little more challenging for all in-
volved regarding quantities and setup.  
The store opened for business at 7am, so we were 
there ready and waiting for the first customer, hoping for 
the best day ever. The first hour was slow, the second-
ed hour was slow, the third hour was slow, we were be-
ginning to wonder. The fourth hour came and went 
slowly.        
       

 
Hey guys, we are in business for the fifth and sixth hour. 
All the guys were flat chat cooking the snags, buttering 
the bread, taking orders, squeezing sauce and best of 
all, taking the money. 
 
For two hours, everyone there had a hard time taking 
breath. Having coped with that two hour period, we can 
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cope with anything you care to throw at us. 
 
From that time on there was a steady trade until the 
close of play at 4pm. As it happened, we had to dash 
out for backup supplies once or twice, maybe thrice. 
 
The Boss counted the money around three and all re-
ports were favourable. Four o’clock came and all the 
troops cleaned up and packed things away. Everything 
cleaned up and packed away the Boss gave us the 
news, it was.......... 
 
See you at the club for details.   Cheers   Ken 
 
 
Dutch Club 
 

These two days as always are very good and create a 

lot of interest with ongoing demonstrations all day mak-

ing tops and china dolls.  

 

 

As we were next to the Clog making machine there is a 

regular gathering maintaining a lot of interest in what we 

do and the club in general. Our sales over all were very 

good considering we had few bowls to sell but the mem-

bers work attracted considerable attention.  

 

 

We were advised the festival will be a lot bigger next 

year as they will be having more stalls and attractions. 
 
 

A Visitor from afar 

 
On 10th March we received a visit from a fellow 
woodturner, Peter Robins.  
 
We originally thought that Peter was a local  turner look-
ing to join our Club, but soon realised that he was in fact 
a visitor from Mackay 
 
Peter was on holidays and, after checking out our Web 
Site, decided to drop in and say hello! 
 
He was clearly impressed with our Club and spent the 
entire day talking with the boys, no ladies that day, and 
watching how we worked.  He had plenty of questions 
as well as a few very useful ideas! 
 
Before he left us Peter made it clear that we will be 
made very welcome should we visit Mackay. 
 
It is really good to meet people like Peter and share sto-
ries and ideas!                                             

David Burns 
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A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 

We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

Mitre 10 Demo 
 
On Saturday 19th March, the gang and I turned up at 
Mitre 10 hardware store, off Reservoir Road, Black-
town, for their family fun day, not knowing what the 
day was going to be like as it was our first visit there. 

 
Featherdale wildlife representatives were there togeth-
er with face painting and other trade stands. Everyone 
was very friendly and helpful, giving us a place just 
inside the door to the left. At first, I thought it was a 
good position but the Dulux dog turned up and we 
could not compete against him, as he was straight 
ahead after entering the store. Everyone went to him, 
not noticing us around the corner. 
 
The store was very busy and with the rain it brought 
more customers in. We might have picked up a couple 
of new members, but the charity sales were low. All in 
all we had a good day with a little turning and with 
times like these you learn more about your fellow 
members with time to talk. 

                                                         Ken 

What a great renovation! 
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Upcoming Challenge Topics 
 

April  -  candlesticks 

May  -  item(s) from  a 100 x 100 x 100mm block of     

timber                  
 

THE POET’S DILEMA  
 

Every month I write some verse 
And I sometimes sit and curse 

Cause I haven’t found a topic that will do 
Even though I rack my brain 
And from swearing I refrain 

My mind just says it hasn’t got a clue 
 

It should be about some wood 
Or some chisels would be good 

But I’ve done those things a dozen times before 
What would interest those who turn? 

If their attention I would earn 
I say, something new will come to me I’m sure 

 
Then a half an hour goes by 

And I utter one more sigh 
And I wonder when will inspiration come 

And I think you guys should say 
Though I can’t afford to pay 

What would be a thing that interests everyone? 
 

Let me know what would be fun 
If we had a poem done 

On a subject that was dear to your own heart 
Then I’d dash off thirty lines 

And say the idea wasn’t mine 
And even mention how you played a part 

FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
 
Please return your borrowings in the correct 
numerical order and remember that the lending 
period is ONE MONTH. 

HUNTER VALLEY DAY TOUR 
Saturday June 4th 

 
Departing at 8.00am, we travel north stopping for morning tea on the way then continuing into the Hunter Valley.  
Our first port of call will be to visit the wood Working Gallery at Nulkaba. This fascinating Gallery offers an insight into the in-
teresting world of wood and what can be achieved when you know how to use it.  
We will be stopping off at two wineries today and sampling their wares. After wine tasting at Golden Grape Estate we will have 
lunch in their dining area.  
From here we travel to McGuigans Wines for a taste of what they have to offer.  
During our tour through the vineyards you can enjoy the beauty of the countryside.  
Departing the Hunter at 4.00pm we make our way back to Sydney, arriving back at your pickup point at approximately 
6:30pm. 
 
  PRICE INCLUDES:   Luxury Coach Travel 
       Morning Tea 
       Free Entry to Gallery 
       Lunch at a winery 
       Free wine tasting 
 

COST PER PERSON: $70.00 
Please note: 
Passengers and their luggage are covered by YADA Coaches Insurance. 
YADA Coaches retains the right to cancel tours, amend fares if any increases, accommodation or entry fees and the itinerary could vary sub-

ject to weather and road conditions. Government law strictly states there is no smoking and consumption of alcohol on all tourist coaches and 

buses.   
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