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President:     Ken Vodden 
 
Vice-presidents:     John Lane and Paul de Belle 
 
Treasurer:   Paul Collins 
 
Grants Officer & Membership Secretary: Raymond 
Saich 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Ron Devine 
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If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he‟ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Wendy Healy 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Trainer:  Bob ‘Santa’ Hodge 
 

 
Western Sydney Woodturners 

Programme 2011 
 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 

 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 

There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the se-

cond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 
Saturday 17th September Wisteria House 
Sunday 18th September  Maxi Day 
Sunday 25th September  Wisteria House 

Presidents Report 
 
Well Spring has Sprung and all is good at the club. I 
must firstly thank all the members who has helped me 
over the last month to settle in to this new job. 
 
  
It has been a busy month, what with the Newcastle trip 
which was a great success and a big thankyou to all 
who travelled and helped out, there were two BBQ‟s, 
Bunnings and Officeworks, again very good for the club, 
we also went to Chifley College at Bidwell to say good 
day and a demo to students and teachers. 
 
 
There has been a few new projects started around the 
club as in the new Club Badges being worked on at the 
moment. Hopefully the badges will help all members to 
reinforce other members names as I for one find it hard 
to remember names. Then there is all the work happen-
ing for the new lathe benches which is going to make 
such a big difference to the tidiness of the club. It will 
certainly help in the cleanliness as well but not as much 
as the new dust extractor. This is working so well, sev-
eral people around the club has been doing their own 
little test as regards dust. I have only heard good re-
ports. 
 
 
This brings me onto something I have been thinking 
about since the last report and decided to go with the 
idea. Every so often, something happens around the 
club which changes ideas, surrounding or is just funny. 
In reports to come I hope to be able to capture a mo-
ment in the club, on camera, or anyone else can supply 
a photo of a moment to highlight in this report. The pho-
to for this month is below. It is when Eddie could actual-
ly turned the dust extractor on for the first time. After so 
many delays, jokes and maybe the thought of „is it going 
to be successful?‟ Well, I think it is a changing point for 
the club as the health of all its members will be im-
proved due to less dust in the air. 
 
 
Just in closing, I would like to remind you about all the 
things coming  up like Wisteria House, Maxi Day and 
especially our Open Day in November.   
 
 
Please join in and be happy turners.    
 

Ken 
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SICK LIST 

      

Alan Phelps   John Conaughton  

   

            Get well soon, we miss your smiling faces! 

Momentous Occasion 
 

It is with pleasure that I report the following. 

 

On Tuesday the 30
th
 August at around 1230 hours the 

sun was shining, the birds were singing and Eddie (past 

President) Catford was sitting down having a quiet time 

eating his lunch when the Treasurer Paul (give me the 

money) Collins stood up and requested Eddie to stand 

up and press the green button situated above his head. 

 

 

With trepidation Eddie looked at the button, leaned for-

ward and using his right thumb (as the rest of his hand 

was hurting, from turning a large lump of Silky Oak for 

the first time in over 2 years) pressed the said button.  

Low and behold a sound of air being sucked through 

pipes was heard around the room and Eddie knew that 

18 months of hard work was finally over and that he 

could now rest as the dust extractor system was now 

fully installed and working. 

 

 

Congratulation Eddie on fulfilling another commitment, 

now all the Treasurer has to do is hope there is enough 

money in the kitty to pay for it. 
Paul Collins 

 
ITEMS FOR SALE 

 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

     Serge Cujko   Anna Dawes 
      Liam Healy   „Santa‟ Hodge 
      Geoffrey Robinson  Ken Vodden 
        
Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
day with many more to come. 

 
NEW MEMBERS 

 
Michael Jones 

 
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 

 
 

FROM THE LIBRARIAN 
 
Please return your borrowings in the correct 
numerical order and remember that the lending 
period is ONE MONTH. 

Thanks to Michelle Rowland 
MP, Member for Greenway 
for her support which in-
cludes the printing of this 
newsletter. 
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Newcastle Craft Expo 

  

Before I proceed with this report I have to say …………. 

For months now we have been promoting the Craft Ex-

po and asking for support from the members and again 

you have come to the fore exceeding all expectations in 

the amount of “Charity” bowls etc, needed for this occa-

sion and for that I am deeply grateful and appreciative 

of your efforts.  “THANK YOU”. 

 

 

As preparations started at a frantic pace to get every-

thing ready it signalled the beginning of a very hectic 

week starting in earnest on Wednesday with five mem-

bers traveling to Newcastle and setting up the stand for 

the opening of a four day show. On arrival it was evident 

the allocated space was larger than anticipated which 

enabled us to spread our wings a little and space the 

display more evenly also giving more room for those 

who had some items for sale. The machines were on 

the go all of the time making dolls, honey dippers, tops, 

pens, bowls and of course camphor to sell, the sales 

were a little slow on the first day but overall was very 

successful for everyone. 

 

The five days were long as some of us had a distance 

to travel for accommodation all adding up to being very 

weary toward the end but as always the moral and en-

thusiasm never waned. It was great to see the support 

from those members who called in to help out, it is a 

very positive sign of a strong club when members travel 

and stay overnight, drive up for the day, travel by rail, 

call in when passing just to help out or even to give that 

all important support, not forgetting those who stayed 

behind and kept the club opened for members who at-

tended the club on their normal days. I would like to 

thank Chris and Jill as they are not members for their 

help and support keeping an eye on things and selling 

bowls etc. their time was gratefully appreciated. 

On several occasions we were visited by some Newcas-

tle members most identifying who they were and having 

various discussions on how our clubs were going and 

comparing what we were doing, there did not appear to 

be any animosity toward us being there as they were 

doing their own thing these days with the Newcastle 

Farmers Markets on a regular basis and were very hap-

py. 

 

At the end of the show on Sunday it was all hands on 

deck to pack up and surprisingly it only took three quar-

ters of an hour to pull down pack up and head for home 

with a very wet trip ahead. 

 

It would be remiss of me if I didn‟t thank the manage-

ment of “Expertise Events” for affording us the oppor-

tunity to participate in their Craft Expo and congratulate 

the Staff organizers on their excellent presentation, co-

operation and successful Expo.   

                                            Eddie Catford         
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A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 
We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 

 DUST MASKS, 

 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 

 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 

 FOOTWARE ETC. 

 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

Bunnings 
 
Saturday 6th August dawned fine and a few intrepid 

club members gathered together at Bunnings. We had 

the BBQ fired up before 8am and were taking orders.  

The BBQ at Bunnings had started! More club members 

arrived and we soon had an army. We had the bread 

butterers, the BBQers, the sandwich builders, the cash-

iers and our salesman extraordinaire. He certainly kept 

the cooks, butterers and everyone else busy. 

At times we were 3 to 4 people deep and still they kept 

coming. We even did drive through! The weather start-

ed to look as though it was going to rain but thankfully it 

did not, even though the temperature had dropped by 5 

degrees and it turned a little cold (well some of us felt 

the cold!) 

  
We hardly stopped all day and by the end of it had sold 
heaps of sausage sandwiches and drinks. 
  
Thanks to all who helped out. It was greatly appreciated 

by our Club. 

Fiona 

 

August Maxi day 

  

We didn‟t have a demonstrator this month as most of 

our members were up a Newcastle. So we had a fairly 

quiet but good day.  

It started off really well. Brian Brooks was doing the ca-

tering and arrived with two large home made apple pies 

to start the day and believe me they went down very 

well. 

 
Graham Dawes did some impromptu demonstrating on 

beads, hollows and lattice work and this went over quiet 

well. Anna Dawes did some demonstrating also and I 

demonstrated how to make charity bowls plus beads 

and hollows.  

Lunch was the usual high standard Brian had made sa-

voury mince plus salad and a bread roll and there was 

plenty left over for seconds.  

In the afternoon we just kept up our informal demos and 

everybody seemed to be having a relaxed time. We 

all  went home somewhat early and I felt it was a good 

day. 

Alan Phelps 
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We are in the process of issuing every Club member 
with a badge showing membership details and a photo-
graph.  
 
If you have not had your photo taken please contact 
Ken Vodden. 
 

************** 
 

Big Blokes Breakfast  
 
- At Bidwell High School on 7

th
 Sept 2011 

 
We arrived at approximately 7.45 am. Welcomed by 
staff and set up under a beautiful blue sky. 
 
We were given bacon and egg sandwiches for break-
fast. 
 
We all drooled over the new classroom, a full engineer-
ing setup with lathes, drills etc. And a new sophisticated 
dust extractor system. 
 

 
 
We had some small sales, both personal and charity. A 
teacher dressed as a pirate was a spruiker and said we 
were a world incorporated club. 
 
Other exhibits were some old mustangs, scenic trikes, 
an electric powered sprint car also a vintage outboard 
motor. 
 
Police, SES and fire brigade were also in attendance. 
 
In attendance Ken Vodden, Eddie Catford, David Burns, 
Dave Matthews, Lindsay McKeon and myself. 
 

Terry Boddy 

I am always on the look out for 
new articles and would appreciate 
any contributions from members - 
remember that this is your news-
letter! - editor 

 

A distraught senior citizen 

phoned her doctor's office. 

"Is it true," she wanted to know, 

"that the medication 

you prescribed has to be taken 

for the rest of my life?" 

"'Yes, I'm afraid so,"' the doctor told her. 

There was a moment of silence 

before the senior lady replied, 

"I'm wondering, then, 

just how serious is my condition 

because this prescription is marked 

'NO REFILLS'." 

 

************** 

 

You know you are getting old when 

everything either dries up or leaks. 
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Spalt Your Own 

A Recipe for Creating Spalted Wood 
By Russ Fairfield 

 
Since the question of spalting comes up time and again, 
I will share a description of what I use when the natural 
ingredients aren't available. 
 
A "brew" of some kind is required when the conditions 
for natural spalting do not exist. There are a lot of ways 
to induce spalting. Like everything else in woodturning, 
nothing is "tried and true". You will have to experiment. 
Some wood spalts. Some wood just rots. Others (cherry 
and walnut) don't do much of anything. 
 
This spalting brew has everything necessary for almost 
anything to grow in any wood that wants to spalt. I have 
used it on maple, birch, beech, sweetgum, oak, alder, 
holly, and pecan. 
 

1-qt water 
2-scoops Miracle grow 
2-cans beer, drink one and put the other in the 

spalting brew. 
1-qt horse manure, doesn't have to be fresh, but 

the ammonia odor should still be present 
when it gets wet. 

1-qt dried oak leaves 
 

There is nothing sacred about any of the ingredients as 
long as we have the nitrogen, organics, ammonia, sug-
ar, malt extracts, tannins, and leaf molds - everything 
necessary for all kinds of things to grow in the wood. 
The only additional ingredient is heat.  
 
I have used packaged steer manure from the garden 
store and added a half cup of household ammonia. 
Don't use the sudsing type because it contains deter-
gents which will kill the growth.  
 
All leaves contain some amount of tannins, oak leaves 
contain more than others. I have used maple, alder, 
sweetgum, and apple leaves, but about 3 times more. 
Wood chips will not work because you need the leaf 
mold. You can use chunks of rotten wood to replace the 
leaves, but the spalting is different with more of an area 
discoloration than the lines we are looking for. The large 
black areas look good in oak, but not other wood. 
 
Put the wood in a trash compactor bag (they are heavier 
than the others) when it is fresh cut and still wet. If the 
ends have dried, saw off a slice to open up the wet 
wood. It works better in wood cut in the spring when the 
sap is up and the free-water in the wood is at its high-
est. 
 
Apply a liberal amount of the brew on each end, and 
seal the bag. 
 
Now we will need that last ingredient, warmth. Store the 
sealed wood indoors under an old electric blanket dur-
ing the winter months when the outdoor daytime tem-
perature is below 65-degrees. Otherwise, outside is fi-

ne. 
 
Check it after 2 months. You will be looking for a black 
slimy mess on the wood, with things growing out of it. 
Mushrooms are good. Clean it up and split it in half if 
you can. If it isn't what you want, put the halves together 
and back in the sealed bag. 
 
You can use chunks or shavings of spalted wood in-
stead of the brew, but it takes forever, and sometimes 
doesn't start because it is dead. The brew is faster, 
more reliable, and gives better spalting (my opinion).  
 
You could just seal the wet wood in the bag without 
adding anything, but some will spalt, and some won't.  
 
And, when all of the ingredients are available in nature, 

then you don‟t need a brew to start the process. Just 

throw the wood under a tree, let the grass grow up 

around it, and nature will take its course. Covering it 

with some leaves will help. Put something under it to get 

it off the ground, otherwise it will rot on that side.  

 This is an article that I found recently 

 and may interest some members.  

     Editor 

 

The Importance of walking 

 
Walking can add minutes to your life. 
 
This enables you at 85 years old to spend an additional 
5 months in a nursing home at $2,000 per month.   
 

********* 
 

My grandpa started walking five miles a day when he 
was 60. 
 
Now he's 97 years old and we have no idea where the 
hell he is. 

********* 
 
I like long walks, especially when they are taken by peo-
ple who annoy me.   
 

********* 
 
The only reason I would take up walking is so that I 
could hear heavy breathing again. 
 

********* 
 
I have to walk early in the morning, before my brain fig-
ures out what I'm doing...   
 

********* 
 
I joined a health club last year, spent about 250 bucks. 
Haven't lost a pound. Apparently you have to go there! 
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