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Guild Web Site: http://
www.sydneywoodturners.com.au 

 Issue 127  14th September 2010. 
 Western Sydney Woodturners 

Club Web Site:  Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
www.westernsydneywoodturners.com  Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park 

President:   Eddie Catford   9837 3311 
 
Vice-presidents:   Ken Vodden and Dan Austin 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary:  Robert Young 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:   Wayne Hipwell 
 
Welfare Officer:  Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not 
well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to 
be sent. 
 
Grants Officer: Raymond Saich 
 
Catering Officer:  Brian Brooks 
The lunches at the Maxidays are always well received 
by the members who appreciate Brian’s high stan-
dards. 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  
Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and 
Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with 
any of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Western Sydney Woodturners 
Programme 2010 

 
Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 
Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner 
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Coming Events: 
 
Wednesday 15th Sept.  Big Blokes Breakfast 
Saturday 18th Sept.  Wisteria House 
Sunday 19th Sept.   Maxi Day 
Saturday 25th Sept.  Wisteria House 
 

Presidents Report 
As everyone is aware September is a very busy month 

and it is pleasing to see the support from so many par-

ticularly when we have doubled up on venues. Most 

would be aware by now the St Marys street festival was 

washed out and postponed to a date to be determined. 

Apart from the demonstrations we are attending there is 

so much more going on around the club with flower 

beds being planted, tree planting, concrete being laid 

and the constant work on the container, the effort being 

given by all those members is nothing short of amazing 

and be assured very much appreciated. If you feel you 

would like to be part of that group and want to help I am 

sure we can accommodate you even if it only to do a 

little paint job.   

 

The “Lighthouse Program with the Parramatta Catholic 

Dioceses” is now completed with two boys leaving with 

a wealth of experiences from their Mentors Bob Young 

and Rohan McCardell after eighteen weeks. These 

boys completed many projects some they were allowed 

to take with them and others will be presented to them 

at their presentation night. I thank both Bob and Rohan 

for their time and patience over this time. Both boys are 

members of the club and we may see them back on the 

occasional Friday night. They have ask me to pass on 

their thanks and appreciation for their acceptance and 

help while they were with us. 

 

 The “Breed Program” with Seven Hills High School is 

still under way with only one more week to go and I will 

give a more complete report in the next News Letter. 

“Become masters & turn master pieces” 
Eddie Catford 9837 3311 

 Club Meeting:   
 
The club meeting is held on the second Tuesday of the 
month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums. All members 
are welcome to attend. 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  
WOOD (many varieties ) 
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 Bunnings 
 
The latest sausage sizzle activities at Bunnings were a 
great success and to all those who assisted please ac-
cept the heartfelt thanks from everyone at the club - a 
hearty well done!  
 
The weather on our first visit offered a real challenge and 
the lower than expected crowd on Fathers Day meant 
that the we did not have to work too hard to achieve a  
worthwhile result.   
 
With all of the effort that has gone into events such as 
Bunnings we are now well on the way to doing all of the 
things we have planned for the improvement of the club 
facilities and providing additional opportunities for all 
members to enjoy their hobby. 

 

Secretary’s Report 
 

In my position as our club’s Public Officer, I recently at-
tended an Incorporated Associations seminar conducted 
by the NSW Department of Fair Trading.  Among other 
related matters, the seminar provided information on 
changes to association legislation which came into effect 
on 1 July 2010. 

Most of the changes are designed to modernise the law, 
reduce red tape and allow more flexibility for associa-
tions.  In effect, most of the day to day procedures and 
operations of associations will not be directly impacted 
by the changes to the legislation.   

Discussed below are some of the changes and issues 
which more directly affect our operations. 

An Associations rules will now be called its constitu-
tion.  A model constitution is set out in the regulation and 
an association’s rules will comply with the new Act until 
changed.  Our existing rules which are currently lodged 
with Fair Trading is regarded by them as our constitution 
and any changes must be registered with them. 

An Association’s constitution may provide for a postal 
vote to pass any kind of resolution. 

Associations no longer need to hold an annual meeting 
in each calendar year but must still hold one within six 
months of the end of the financial year. (a financial year 
can be up to 18 months). 

A common seal will no longer be needed to execute 
documents.  Instead, associations can have documents 
signed by two of their authorised signatories.  The Public 
Officer will be an authorised signatory by virtue of that 
office. 

Larger or “Tier 1” associations are those with gross an-
nual receipts of more than $250,000 or current assets 
exceeding $500,000.  We are, therefore, classified as a 
“Tier 2” association and need only lodge an annual sum-
mary of our financial affairs. 

Committee members and office bearers must disclose 
any potential conflict of interest; must not use their posi-
tion for a dishonest purpose; and must hand over any 
documents of the association within 14 days after ceas-
ing to hold office. 

A penalty notice system has been introduced to deal 
with certain offences. 

Further information about the changes and access to a 

number of Fact Sheets are available on Fair Trading’s 

website www.fairtrading.nsw.gov.au  
 

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 
We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. 
 
Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 
 DUST MASKS, 
 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 
 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 
 FOOTWARE ETC. 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 

NEW MEMBERS 
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 
       John Lane   James Lane 
       Paul De Belle   Kim Brazell 
       Grant Brazell 
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 Selecting the right tools! 

In recent times I have been going along as Santa’s little 
helper at his classes. I am often asked by newcomers 
What Tools do I Buy. 

Most beginners probably do the same as I did years 
back. I went and bought a lot of tools that I didn’t need 
and never used. I have noticed that most of the new 
people buy the $100 boxed set of chisels made in china 
the same as we have in our store. This is reasonably 
OK but the problem is that you only use 3 or 4 of them 
and the rest go to waste. Also sometimes the steel in 
these can be a bit soft and the tool doesn’t hold an edge 
very well. 

I pondered this question for weeks, then I made up a list 
of tools that I felt were suitable for new members. I 
talked to Santa and low and behold I had the same list a 
he recommends in his basic turning class notes. 

The list is:   (We are assuming they are all high speed 
steel) 

(1) Roughing gouge.   Approx 40mm wide and sharp-
ened at 25 deg 

(2) Skew.  25mm wide Sharpened at 25Deg.  Get the 
square sided type not the oval type 

(3) Detail Gouge. 10mm or 12mm sharpened at 25Deg 

(4) Deep Fluted Bowl Gouge. 16mm sharpened at 30 to 
40 Deg 

(5) 25 mm Scraper. Sharpened at  50 to 60Deg 

(6) Diamond Parting tool. Sharpened to an angle of 50 
to 60Deg. 

Now lets talk about each tool : 

(1) Roughing Gouge  This is mainly use for between 
centre turning to bring s square piece of timber to round. 
Don’t be misled by the word roughing These tools are 
capable of some very fine cutting.  They come In a myr-
iad of shapes and sizes and they all seem to work OK . 

My recommendation is to buy one about 40mm wide 
about 8mm thick and with a shallow curve shape. The 
heavier the tool the better, it will absorb a lot of the vi-
bration so fit it with the heaviest hardwood handle you 
can find. Grind the tool to 25deg and the hone to a fine 
edge. Keep the cutting edge shape to a shallow curve 
and then you can then turn it sideways at about 45deg 
to the wood and it will do a beautiful smooth planing cut. 
The one I recommend is from HyCut tools.  We have a 
couple in the store so you can try one out. 

(2) 25 mm Skew   This is a great tool once you have 
mastered it . Its mainly used for making beads, plan-
ing cuts and shallow curves  I recommend one about 
25mm wide by 6to8mm thick and rectangular in cross 
section.  

(3) Detail Gouge 10mm or 12mm dia.   There is some 

confusion in the trade as to the name. We want a deep 
fluted gouge made from round steel rod. Sometimes 
they are called a Detail Gouge and other times a Spin-
dle gouge. This can be confusing remember you want a 
deep flute round type not a shallow one. These are 
sharpened to 25deg and with the deep flute this gives 
you a nice long cutting edge. These are used for hol-
lows in spindle turning, face plate turning , cutting 
coves ,beads, lambs tongues, They are excellent as 
a  tool for shaping the outside of bowls  and especially 
as a finishing tool on bowls. They are probably the most 
versatile tool in your kit. 

(4) Bowl Gouge 16mm  Get a deep fluted type much 

deeper than the detail gouge When ground up to 

around 30 to 40 deg they are a beautiful tool to use on a 

bowl . There is two ways of grinding these .The straight 

across grind or the swept back grind. This is something 

you are going to have to make your mind up about as 

you become more experienced. Don’t buy any smaller 

or larger than the 16mm. They can be used on a small 

bowl down to about 75mm dia or up to a large 

bowl  350mmdia So the are very versatile and this is all 

you will probably need for your turning career. 

 
(5) 25mm Scraper   This should be as thick an heavy 
as you can find 6 to 8mm thick and sharpened at 50 to 
60 deg  You don’t hone these you use them straight off 
the grinder and the cutting edge is the burr turned up on 
the front  by the grinder.  When you buy these they are 
a square cut front edge. 

You can now grind these to what you want . Don’t grind 
them square across make them a shallow curve and if 
you wish round off the left hand edge for working inside 
bowls..  

(6) Diamond Shaped Parting Tool   For beginners we 
recommend this shaped parting tool as they are much 
easier to use. They are sharpened to around 50 to 
60Deg included angle. They are not only used for part-
ing but can be used for a lot of other uses. 

Now you are going to ask where do I buy these and 
how much. You can pay a lot of money for up market 
imported tools . Now they are good, but I feel we can 
get better value for our money. 

I have made contact with a lot of suppliers and I have 
narrowed it down to three. Now the quality varies a bit 
and so does the price. 

My first choice is P&N Tools . They are Australian 
made and the quality is as good as any of the imported 
tools and they are only about two thirds 
the price  They have a big beautiful range and are avail-
able from Hare& Forbes  or Trend Timbers.  I recom-
mend that you buy them unhandled. This keeps the 
price down and you have the pleasure of making your 
own handles and the tool becomes very personalised. 

My next preference is Hycut Tools  60 Oliver St Har-
bord Ph/Fax 9905 0220   Mob 0408967073 
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 Georgie Armen.  Georgie is retired now but still makes 
tools although not the full range. The 40mm Roughing 
gouge he makes is the best I have ever used.  Anyhow 
a price list is on the notice board.   

Finally Mc Jing Tools  Located in the Shopping centre 
at Yagoona on the Hume Highway 

All these tools are from China.  The quality is acceptable 
and the price seems right. 

Alan Phelps. 

 
Trailer. 
 
After some considerable time we were able to present a 
certificate of appreciation to both Harry and Sam Habib 
for all of the restoration work they carried out on our 
trailer. We travelled to their workshop at Austral where 
they inspected the completed fit out and were im-
pressed with the work we do for charity etc, I wish to 
take this opportunity to make a special thank you to 
John Kostazewa for all the effort he put into arranging 
and negotiating the restoration with the Habib Bros.  

A top quality job appreciated by all! 

An Award Winning Effort 
 
Last weekend Ken travelled to the Working with Wood 
Show in Canberra where he made his presence felt 
again by taking out first prize with one of the three seg-
mented items he entered. This is a credit to Ken for the 
dedication, and attention to detail he puts into his work. 
For those who are unaware this is the third consecutive 
show that Ken has entered and won prizes a sterling 
effort and on behalf of the club “CONGRATULATION” 
well done. 
 
For any member who would like to enter their work into a 
competition Ken is quite willing to offer assistance  and 
advice. 
 
Give it a go -  you ARE a winner! 
 

 
From the Editor 
 
Well friends, this is my second attempt at creating a 
quality newsletter and it is both challenging and very 
satisfying. I hope you  enjoy it! 
 
Please remember that this is your newsletter and it 
would be really good to have more members contribute 
articles, stories, poetry, jokes etc. 
 
If you have something that you would like to share with 
your fellow club members please send it to ... 

ziggyzer000@hotmail.com. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
       
 Kim Brazell           Anna Dawes 
 Dutchie Djukic         Liam Healy 
 Bob Hodge          Ken Vodden  
       

Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great 
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Club Invitation 
 
Central Coast Woodturners has invited club members to 

attend their Open Day on 16th October. This will be a 

great day and well worth the effort.  The cost is $10.00 

for the day and includes demonstrations and lunch. All 

enquiries to Terry on 4334 1565 

 

Bella Vista 
 
Well what a beautiful day, the weather was ideal. We all 

arrived around 8am that is Bob Jarvis, Dave Mathews, 

Ray Smith & Alan Phelps. It didn’t take long to erect the 

tent and we were ready to turn around 8.30 am although 

the day didn’t officially start till 10am. 

Ken Vodden turned up around then and also one of our 

recently joined members . We only had one lathe so we 

were kept busy turning spinning tops all day. 

Then Grahame Dawes arrived around mid morning . We 

had a new location close to the entrance where all the 

people entering had to pass our tent so we sold a fair 

amount of our charity bowls . The Council has done a lot 

more restoration work generally, with the main house 

almost complete and they are starting to restore all the 

out buildings. Terry Body arrived around dinner time and 

Dan Austin some time later . I must say that the whole 

area is now really something. It’s gratifying to see this 

area being preserved for public use. There is now a sec-

tion where the general public can come at any time for 

picnics. Anyhow a good time was had by all and we can 

look forward to next year to see what further progress 

has been made.   

 

 

SICK LIST 
      
 George Hulme   David Malcolm  
 Eddie Johnson 
 Get well soon, we miss your smiling faces! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Linnwood House - article coming soon! 
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 Club Activities 
 

In last months news letter we had a space for a con-
tainer newly dug and plenty of rain. This month it is fan-
tastic to report that the weather dried up, Bob Young and 
his team have got into action. The supports for the con-
tainer were dug, a little more rain, then the holes got 
filled with concrete and leveled, ready for the container, 
weed mating laid and road base put over the whole area. 

 
The day the container arrived was a good day as in the 
weather was good and a good step forward for our club.  

It was around three when the truck turned up, a big big 
truck. Many of the members watching thought the best 
way of delivery was to drive the truck forwards and drop 
the container off  but the driver, who had years of experi-

ence in container delivery thought he should reverse the 
truck in. After about an hour of forward movement and 
backward movement, the driver finally drove in forwards, 
dropped the container off and was gone within 30 mins. 
It was an interesting education to watch the container 
being lifted off the truck, over the back corner of the club 
and with pin point accuracy  drop the box on the spot. 

 
Since the container has been in situ, Bob Young and 
various members has worked very hard doing what has 
been required to do to move the project forward, includ-
ing digging drainage channels, rust proofing and paint-
ing the top and sides of the container, cutting a hole and 
fixing a window and also trees planted. These are just a 
few things done, with plenty left to do such as to fix a 
tropical roof, insulate the container, work out the layout 
of the machinery so the electrics and lighting can be 
organized and so on. So when you are at the club next 
time, please ask if there is anything you can help with, 
every little thing helps. 

 
I have mentioned Bob Young above as he is the project   
organizer, I  must also give thanks to the following peo-
ple as they have all put time and effort into the project. 
They are:- Dom    Vaticano, Steve Hitchcock, Des Gay 
and wife, Brian Brooks, Eddie Catford, Manny Farrugia, 
Ray Smith, Gary Hansell, and myself and if anyone has 
been missed, my sincere apologies, let me know and I 
will put it right next month. -  Ken Vodden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awning News 
 
This project has been a little on the back burner for a 
couple of weeks but recently, movement started again 
as in form work been done for concreting part of the 
floor area and plants have been planted. A special 
thanks to Des Gay and his good wife who supplied and 
planted the plants. Hopefully pavers are on their way to 
complete the floor area. There is timber to be found for 
the roof and with a little luck we shall have more news 
next month for you. - Ken Vodden 
 
Flower beds 
 
We would like to thank Des Gay and his wife Yvonne for 
all the work they did in creating our new garden area. 
With spring here it will not take long for the plants to 
flourish making the area truly inviting. Many thanks! 
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  CYANOACRYLATE (CA) GLUE 

Ideas, Tips and Methods 
By: Bruce Hoover (Tidewater Turners) 

 
This article is intended to provide useful information 
about the handling and use of CA glue. This is by no 
means a definitive source on the subject but rather a 
handful of notes about some useful things I have learned 
and researched and would like to share for the benefit of 
all. 
 
Now that you have ordered a dozen bottles because you 
couldn’t resist a good sale price, you wonder if the glue 
will ruin before you can use it all. Don’t panic, just put 
the extra bottles in the freezer until they are needed. 
They will keep for a very long time in there. (Cryogenics 
for Cyanoacrylates ?) ** Note: Only freeze unopened 
bottles. 
 
OK, chances are that like most of us you always make 
sure to put the top back on as soon as you’re finished 
using the glue, right? Ever notice how your nozzles clog 
up and sometimes the glue hardens in the bottle before 
you ever get to use it all? It turns out that a lack of oxy-
gen is one of the primary conditions that causes CA 
glue to cure. So from now on, when you open a new 
bottle of CA throw away the top! It may sound crazy, 
but this will extend the life of your glue in the bottle. If 
you’re concerned about spilling it, make a bench top 
holder by drilling "bottle- sized" holes in a 2" thick block 
of wood. Make sure you keep it away from any source 
that creates much dust. 
 
Remember to tap the base of the bottle on your 
bench top after each use to clear the tip. 
 
Soapbox on…This is probably a good time to point out 
how we all take our health for granted until something 
goes wrong. CA glue is dangerous stuff. You should 
avoid skin contact and always protect your eyes. The 
fumes generated when CA glue cures are potentially 
harmful, they make the eyes water, and are at the very 
least terribly annoying. Spend a few bucks and get a res-
pirator with replaceable filters like the ones used in body 
and paint shops and use the damn thing! They are 
good for one year and are reasonably comfortable. They 
are very effective when gluing with CA and also when 
using lacquer and polyurethane finishes. Perhaps the 
most important tip to remember is to be sure that you 
never glue yourself to anything larger than you can pick 
up and carry to where you keep your CA sol-
vent! ….Soapbox off. 
 
CA glue can be effectively used as a sealer and stabi-
lizer on damaged or punky wood. We all use different 
things to spread glue. I have used a piece of paper or a 
manila envelope because of the smooth texture. How-
ever, the glue usually runs over everything, including my 
fingers. The other problem with this is that the cellulose 
in wood and paper products is one of those things that 
seems to hasten the curing of CA glue. It starts to get 
tacky and ruins the application. Purchase some polyester 
batting (in sheet form) that is used for stuffing quilts and 
pillows.  
 
To make an applicator, cut a small piece of batting 

ends and wrapping them with a piece of masking 
tape. It now looks like a little mushroom with a masking 
tape stem (sit in front of the TV some night and make a 
bunch). Apply two or three drops of CA on the applicator 
and you will be absolutely amazed at how far and 
evenly it can be spread. The applicator will not stick or 
cause the glue to set and can be used for several min-
utes before it stiffens up. **Note: If you pick up any 
wood dust it will harden very quickly. 
 
When using CA glue to repair cracks or voids we 
would be well advised to test a spot on a waste 
scrap. If the wood is hard (like cherry or maple) then 
any dark marks from runaway glue will only be on the 
surface and can easily be cut or sanded away. The only 
thing that shows is the glue line, if that. However, on 
soft woods, the glue will soak right in and create a large 
blotch or spot and no amount of sanding will remove it! 
In all likelihood, this will compromise the appearance of 
the piece unless it has "blotches" of its own already. Try 
to work the piece to completion without gluing. When it 
is finished, use a close matching wood filler or sawdust 
and white glue mix to fill the problem spots. Another 
method is to finish sanding the piece and apply the first 
coat of lacquer or polyurethane to seal it. Then repair 
the defect, sand, and finish. A word of caution 
here….if you are going to use accelerator on the CA, 
wait 30 to 60 seconds before you apply it or it will foam 
up white. 
 
Many of us use the method of gluing a waste block 
to our blank to mount it. This is especially handy when 
roughing out bowls from green wood because it won’t 
warp as the bowl does when it dries. It also allows us to 
use more of the blank as part of the piece. I have had 
failures in the past but just one since using the following 
method: After preparing a flat surface and alignment 
holes in both the blank and the waste block, apply a film 
of thin CA to the blank and the waste block. This will 
soak in and insure a solid glue joint. Next, apply a liberal 
amount of thick CA to the blank. Align and press the 
waste block firmly in place using your alignment pin. 
Then spray just a slight mist of accelerator at two spots 
on the excess squeeze out. This will secure the block 
from moving until the rest of the glue sets well (about an 
hour). If you’re in a real hurry to turn, don’t put any glue 
on the waste block but a very light mist of accelerator 
instead. Using the alignment pin, be fast and sure when 
you put the block in place because you only get one 
shot at it. Mount the piece using the tail stock for as long 
as possible for added safety. Instant glues typically 
reach about 50% of their strength in one minute and 
achieve full strength after 12 hours. You may notice that 
CA seems to work especially well on green wet wood. 
This is likely explained by the fact that moisture (even 
relative humidity) on gluing surfaces is another one of 
the primary conditions that triggers the curing of the 
glue into a thermoplastic solid. 
 
Acetone can be used as a solvent but it is not as fast 
acting. You can soak clogged tips in it to clean them up. 
Also, water in a mist bottle will serve as a cheap activa-
tor but will cause white foaming. 
 
I hope that you can make use of these tips to make 
your turning safer, easier and more fun. 
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