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Western Sydney Woodturners Inc 
Twin Gums Retreat, Corner Northcott Road and Diane Drive, Lalor Park 

PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
Web Site: www.westernsydneywoodturners.com 

Guild Web Site: sydneywoodturners.com.au 

President:     Eddie Catford   9837 3311 
 
Vice-presidents:     Ken Vodden and Dan Austin 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary:   Robert Young 
 
Grants Officer: Raymond Saich 
 
Secretary & Public Officer:     Wayne Hipwell 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not well, 
give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Brian Brooks 
The lunches at the Maxidays are always well received 
by the members who appreciate Brian’s high standards. 
 
Library:  Gary Hansell  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  
Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and 
Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with any 
of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor:  David Burns 98622732 

      ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

Western Sydney Woodturners 
Programme 2010 

 
Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 
Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am. 
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner then 
Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 
Club Meeting:  The club meeting is held on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin 
Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 
 
Coming Events: 
 
Saturday 16th October Central Coast Open Day, 
    Blacktown Arts and Crafts 
Sunday 17th October MAXI DAY 
 
 

Saturday 30th October St Marys Spring Festival, 
    Quakers Hill East Pub. School 
Sunday 7th November Riverstone Bi-Cent Finale 
Sunday 14th November Linwood House 
Saturday 4th December OPEN DAY 

 
Presidents Report 
 

Last month I indicated November was one of the busiest 

on the calendar with most weekends having an activity 

on and stretching our resourced to the limit and being 

able to supply members to participate and keep up the 

supply of charity bowls along with getting the lathes and 

equipment to and from venues being a problem. For all 

the members who helped out in either making bowls or 

manning the activities a very sincere thank you - a ster-

ling effort. Some individual reports on these activities 

are included in the news letter. 

 

As most are aware the two school programs are now 

complete, the last of Seven Hills High School was at the 

end of the school term where we presented those who 

participated with a certificate of completion. These pres-

entations were made by their Mentors at a lunch time 

meeting, for some of these boys it was the first reward 

they had received and were very delighted to get them. 

They all thanked the club, members and Mentors for the 

experience and indicated it was far better than school to 

the point that three of them joined as members. 

 

NOTICE 
This Club attends many different events through-
out the year and call for volunteers for these 
events.  
 
Every person who offers assistance is gratefully 
accepted. 
 
The problem lies in actual attendance. If you are 
prepared to volunteer then PLEASE attend. If, for 
some reason you cannot then you need to contact 
the person who is organising the event so that 
other arrangements can be made. 
 
It is truly unfair to leave fellow members to do all 
the work when, after all, you did offer to assist. 
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We went into this program as an experiment to establish 

the viability and pitfalls and while there were a few prob-

lems there was nothing insurmountable and we are in 

negotiation to take part in the program again next year, 

only this time we will have sorted things out with a better 

understanding on both parties behalf. For those mem-

bers who participated as Mentors on some occasions it 

was a little difficult but must also have been rewarding 

to observe the progress over the ten weeks. On behalf 

of the club thank you for giving up your turning time to 

be part of the Training / Mentoring program. 

 
For all of the members who had offered to demonstrate 
at the St Marys Festival only to have it cancelled you 
will be happy to know it is now on 30th September 2010 
so keep your fingers crossed the weather stays fine.     
 
SPECIAL NOTE 
 

The club is a very progressive and vibrant one involved 

in many activities both internally and externally with up-

dating the facilities and participating in demonstrations 

all of which involves the help and dedication of the 

members at various times for this we are greatly appre-

ciative and try desperately to acknowledge their efforts 

through the news letter, at the time and various meet-

ings publicly, however on occasions some members are 

not mentioned for their individual or combined efforts 

which is very regrettable, unfortunate and disappointing 

for those concerned. 

 
I would like to assure all members this is NOT done in-
tentionally or deliberately it is something that occasion-
ally slips through the many checks we have in place to  

try and make sure it does not happen. 
 
Please accept we do the best to cover all aspects of the 
club activities and members involvement in the most 
ethical way.  

 

“Become masters & turn master pieces” 
Eddie Catford 9837 3311 

 

Your Backyard reporter back again for an update of 
what is happening to your back yard.  
 
THE CONTAINER is progressing to the point it now 
has a total of three windows fitted and a door cut in the 
side, hinges welded on but sorry, it cannot be used just 
yet.  Roof vents are in the process of being fitted which 
happens to coincide with the tropical roof going on. The 
tropical roof timbers were all painted before being fixed 
in situ. A big THANKYOU to all the members who have 
put themselves out to help in the progress of the con-
tainer. Anyone who has been a little backward in com-
ing forward, please step up as there is plenty left to be 
done. 
 
THE AWNING is progressing nicely, a good day was 
had by all involved last Thursday, as the main frame-
work was erected and I must say, the members who 
come to the club on Thursday, I raise my hat to you. 
You are happy to be involved in the awning project and 
are willing to help. Thankyou once again.  
We managed to source most of the materials required 
at the right price. The timber was painted after the joints 
cut, brackets fitted and erected. The concrete has been 
laid and what a difference that makes. The expectations 
now, are that it will all be finished by the time the next 
Westurn News is printed. Lets keep our fingers crossed 
and it might be a good time for a celebration when com-
pleted.    Ken Vodden 
 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  PERFUME APPLICATOR 
WOOD (many varieties ) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
     Eddie Catford  Shane Catford 
     Barry Fernandez  Gary Hansell 
     Andris Karklins  Rohan McCardell 
     Bill Mottram   Alchilesh Shivaraj 
     Robert Stewart 
 
Happy birthday to all, we hope that you had a great day 
with many more to come. 

NEW MEMBERS 
       Welcome to all  our new members this month.  
       We hope your stay is both long and rewarding. 
 
       Geoff Robinson  Serge Cujko 
       Shashikiran Rangaraj John Lane 
       James Lane 
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About the Library 
 
For those who don’t browse through the library very of-
ten there have been some interesting additions of late 
 
Well worth a look is the Time Life series on the Art Of 
Woodworking.  It’s  well presented and covers a wide 
range of subjects. Take the challenge and have a go. 
 
Four new books in the Hard Bound Book section (top 
shelf) are - #103 Woodturning_ A Foundation Course, 
(Great for Beginners)    
#104 A research on the Pines Of Australia 
#105 The Hardwoods of Australia   
The above 2 books may help in identifying those woods 
we call “DUNNO”. 
Finally #106 Basic Furniture Renovation. 
 
Have a look through the index of Hard Bound Books as 
there are quite a few on Renovation/Restoration work. 
 
That’s all for now except for a reminder that the loan 
period for items is 4 weeks 
 
Good Turning to all and everyone, Gary  

Big Blokes Breakfast at Bidwill High 

Those in attendance, Eddie Catford, Ken Vodden, David 
Burns and myself. 
 
After an early start we arrived at Bidwill at approx 
07.00am to be greeted by a cheerful and co-operative 
group of people. We were given a good site and had a 
tent erected for us, so setup was easy as we could park 
the car and trailer on site. 
 
We had not known what to expect and were pleasantly 
surprised by the enthusiasm of the teachers and staff, 
we were given a teacher as a personal runner and I 
suppose “guard” for the morning. Interest was surpris-
ingly great in our demonstration and display with great 
interaction from all the kids and adults involved. Eddie 
and Ken managed to sell a couple of items each from 
the display and we sold a couple of charity bowls. We 
had not anticipated  being able to sell anything but we 
will be ready for next time. 
 
Other participants were, Local Police, Marsden Park 
Rural Fire Service, S E S, Sydney Antique Machinery 
Club, the new GWS AFL Club, motor bikes , muscle 
cars,  a couple of original condition Kombis one as a 
campervan and one just a basic van. Fusion Christian 
Group supplied egg and bacon sandwiches for break-
fast and the school had a coffee van for tea and coffee. 
One of the school counsellors dressed up as chicken 
and was the ground announcer and announced that 
Ken Vodden had won two “GLOBAL” First Prizes for his 
wood turning. 
 
The Club was given a certificate of Appreciation by 
Chifley College and we were told we were welcome 
back next year.       Article by Terry Boddy 
 

BRAVE MAN 
Fred was in trouble. He forgot his wedding anniver-
sary. His wife was really upset. She told him 
'Tomorrow morning I expect to find a gift in the drive-
way that goes from 0 to 200 in  under 10seconds - 

 
AND IT HAD BETTER BE THERE.' 

   
The next morning Fred got up early and left for work. 
When his wife woke up, she looked out of the window 
and sure enough there was a small box  gift-wrapped 
in the middle of the driveway. 
   
Confused, she put on her robe, ran out on to the 
driveway and picked up the box. 
   
She opened it and found a brand new bathroom 
scale. 
 
Funeral services for Fred have been scheduled for 
Friday. 

SICK LIST 
      
 David Malcolm   Eddie Johnson 
 Hans Loomans 
 
 Get well soon, we miss your smiling faces! 
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Ray Smith:  Bowl 
River Red Gum 
Danish oil 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith:  Bowl 
Bottle Brush 
Friction polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith:  Bowl 
Jacaranda 
Friction polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith:  Fox intarsia 
Various timbers 
Danish oil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith:  Hare intarsia 
Various timbers 
Danish oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hitchcock: Winged 
Bowl;  Wenge 
Furniture polish and elbow 
grease 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hitchcock: Plate 
Meranti 
Danish oil 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hitchcock: Dish 
Purple heart 
Friction polish 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith:  Bowl 
Silky oak 
Friction polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith:  Bowl collection 
Pacific maple 
Dye & Friction polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hitchcock: Winged 
Bowl;  Spotted Gum 
Friction polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Raymond Saich 
Box, Threaded lid 
Black Gidgee; Friction pol-
ish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Raymond Saich 
Box, Threaded lid 
Black Gidgee; Friction pol-
ish 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Raymond Saich 
Egg 
Gidgee; Friction polish 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Raymond Saich 
Egg 
Gidgee; Friction polish 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lawrence Mifsud 
Jewellery Box 
Myall; Friction polish 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lawrence Mifsud 
Dish 
Myall; Friction polish 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Tony Simiana 
Dish 
Maple;  Friction polish 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dom Vaticano 
Plant Stand 
Camphor laurel; Estapol 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Hans Freke 
Bowl 
Cyress & Radiata pines 
Wax finish 
 

Show & Tell     19th September 
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Welcome to Aaron Ehrilch to demonstrate on our Maxi 
day.  
 
Aaron opened by displaying many objects he had made 
over time and explained their respective uses whether it 
was for ornamental purposes such as decorating a wall 
mirror with curved split turned pieces painted or useful 
items as for making a CD or DVD stand. Aaron then 
proceeded to demonstrate how he prepared the timber 
to be machined and the gluing process he used. He 
combined ordinary white PVA glue and paper which he 
leaves overnight to set. He indicated it was best only to 
apply the glue to the wood and not the paper as this will 
make it very difficult to separate at a later point. Another 
tip he suggested was to drill a very small hole to accom-
modate the point of the live centre this was to stop the 
pressure build up on the join causing it to open up also 
remembering to use the live centre with the ring as this 
helps to hold the two pieces together while machining.  
 
The piece he was working on involved making several 
groves of various sizes at different depths for effective-
ness, these groves were done with a parting tool work-
ing to dimensional marks made in preparation. After all 
of the groves were completed he removed the job from 
the lathe and started to separate it by supporting it on a 
rubber type mate from a $2 shop (this prevents any 
damage plus it holds it very firm). The method he uses 
is with several blades from a “Stanley” knife and main-
tains there is less damage to the work piece due to the 
blades being thin, sharp cutting and separating the pa-
per evenly.  
 
A very impressive display which was interrupted on sev-
eral occasions by his humour and story lines. Aaron 
could not leave without proving that women are more 
capable than men by being multi skilled to this end he 
had Ken Vodden perform a task with a degree of diffi-
culty and then got Anna Dawes to perform the same 
task without any difficulty after which it was revealed 
that he had control of a special button at the rear and 

was controlling what was happening all in good fun.  
 
Aaron completed his demonstration by putting on a 
funny tie and saying ‘that’s all folks’.   
 
Before leaving Aaron assisted in our show and tell seg-
ment which I must say was very impressive.  
 
Thank you Aaron. 

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY 
 
We must all keep in mind the importance of SHOP 
SAFETY. Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all 
times. 
 
It is up to all of us to fulfil our commitment by wear-
ing at all times: 
 DUST MASKS, 
 PROTECTIVE GLASSES, 
 SUITABLE CLOTHING, 
 FOOTWARE ETC. 
 EAR PROTECTION 
IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY WITH 
OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT DOING 
THE RIGHT THING. 
 
REMEMBER. 

IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS………. 
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Wisteria House 
 
Spring, glorious spring, the flowers and blossoms were 
brilliant under the lovely Sydney Sun, a perfect day to 
show off our wares and turning skills to the Visitors of 
Wisteria House Gardens Festival. Eddy and Dave were 
there early with our new trailer, which makes it that 
much easier to set up than previously. Once we were 
ready to start making chips (wooden ones that is), Eddy 
discovered that the trailer had a flat tire, so out came 
the jack and off went Eddy to get it fixed, only to find out 
that it needed more air!  
 
That little excitement didn’t stop the production of the 
top and mini baseball bats, which went like hotcakes. I 
introduced a bit of colour on the tops, much to the deri-
sion of my Colleagues, who thought they were too fanci-
ful, well, the kids didn’t and that’s the main thing. 
 

Dave even had to make tops to order, the customers 
(boys) were watching with eager eyes as Dave turned 
diligently. 
 
Our Charity did quite well too; Eddy would have the 
numbers on that. 
 
Well that’s it for another successful Demo; I hope it 
won’t be that long a stretch before I front up again. 
 
Erich Aldinger   
 
Linwood House  (from last month) 

The day started out very well. Bob Young, our beloved 
Treasurer, and I hitched up our new ‘you beaut’ trailer 
and headed off for Guildford. 
 
When we arrived, Graham Sugar and Don Nixon were 
already in residence so setting up was quickly accom-
plished. 
 
New stands for our Charity Bowls were assembled after 
a little bit of confusion as to what part went where. 
Maybe some different coloured paint by our resident 
‘Leonardo’ Dawes will help in this area. 
 
The day started out very fine, weather perfect but 
crowds were down on previous numbers. Graham and 
Don were turning out tops for the ‘littlies’. Graham had 
brought out a piece of Camphor so green he had to 
chase the birds off it before he could turn it so as to fill 
our plastic boxes of shavings that we give away so that 
people can donate to our charity bin. 
 
Even though the crowds were down we still managed to 
raise a respectable sum from sales of our charity bowls 
and baskets. The baskets were a donation from one of 
our newer members – many thanks ‘Dutchy’. 

02-9606 0664 
125 FOURTH AVE AUSTRAL 2171 

FAX: (02) 9606 0645 
EMAIL: repair@habib-bros.com.au 
WEBSITE: www.habib-bros.com.au 
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During the day trips to the barbeque kept the hunger 
pangs at bay. Bob Young spent more there than we 
made from sales. 
 
A testimony to our own member Russel who is associ-
ated with the committee of Linwood House and sells a 
mean egg and bacon sandwich which is welcome first 
thing in the morning. 
 
As the day wore on the crowd dwindled so we started to 
slow down and start to pack up. 
 
Our newly elected Senior Vice President, Ken Vodden, 
joined us probably to see we stacked the trailer properly 
as it is somewhat his baby. 
 
Finally married couple Liam and Wendy turned up to 
help close out the day. 
 
A special thanks to all our newer members who turn up 
to our demonstrations as it is good for the Club in at-
tracting additional members. 
 
Rohan McCardell 

 
 
 

PA’s  SHED 
 

I’m not allowed in Pa’s shed cause I’m too little yet there 
are lots of dangerous things in there I’m not allowed to 
get. 
 
Like hammers and chisels, saws and drills that can cut 
your finger off and paints and stains and polishes and 
other smelly stuff. 
 
There is even a blue tongue lizard in there and Pa says 
that’s what he is talking to when I hear him swear. 
 
When Pa was young he tells me he’d always had a 
yearning to get a lathe and chisels and things and get 
into woodturning. 
 
Pa spends a lot of time in his shed making this and that 
and sometimes I hear Grandma say--- NOT ANOTHER 
BOWL. Don’t  worry dear Pa calls out loud--- I’m hoping 
it will be sold. 
 
But Grandma doesn’t mind at all cause it keeps Pa out 
of the house she even takes him coffee and cake, which 
he thinks is really grouse. 
 
One day each week Pa disappears and doesn’t get 
home till late he goes to the club, his woodturning club 
and meets up with his mates. 
 
I cannot wait till I turn eight, Pa said that’s when he will 
open the gate and let me in so I can begin to hammer 
and chisel, saw and drill and even do woodturning. 

 
          Yrag Llesnah 

Editor 
 
By now you will have noticed a few small changes to the 
newsletter! 
 
As part of the overall growth of  the Club I feel that  an 
updated version of the newsletter would be a great way 
to support these changes.  
 
I am looking for any new ideas that the members may 
have in relation to content, special articles or perhaps a 
regular column from a specialist turner. Please remem-
ber that this newsletter is the voice of the members and 
without your support it cannot succeed.  
 
In the near future articles on ‘flat’ timber working will 
begin to appear in the newsletter and I need information 
from anyone who  makes boxes, toys or anything that 
does not involve turning. Your contributions will be 
gratefully accepted. 
 
Should any member wish to make a comment, good or 
bad, about the newsletter please contact me at … 
 

ziggyzer000@hotmail.com 
 

David Burns 
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