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Guild Web Site: http://
www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 121 9th March 2010.
Western Sydney Woodturners

Club Web Site: Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
www.westernsydneywoodturners.com Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President Eddie Catford 9837 3311

Vice-president Emanuel Farrugia

Treasurer & Membership Secretary Robert Young

Secretary & Public Officer Wayne Hipwell

Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508)
If you know that any member or their partner is not
well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to
be sent.

Catering Officer: Brian Brooks
The lunches at the Maxidays are always well received
by the members who appreciate Brian’s high stan-
dards.

Library: See Gary Hansell if you would like to know
what is currently available from our library.

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:
Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia
and Dave Matthews.

Please let them know if you find any problems with
any of the machinery in the hall.

Editor:
Bill Hartley 98716128

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Western Sydney Woodturners
Programme 2010

Workshops: Every Tuesday from 8.30am, $5
Wednesday from 8.30am $5
Thursday from 8.30am, $5
Friday Night from 7.00pm. $3

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided. Cost $6.

Coming Events:
Sunday 21st March Maxiday — Jack Butler

Also Guild Bi-Monthly meeting
Saturday 10th April Ladies Day

Sunday 18th April Maxiday — Ernie Newman

Saturday 8 th May Ladies Day

Sunday 15th May Maxiday — Ken Cooper

Sunday 20th June Maxiday — Ernie Newman

Saturday 10th July Ladies Day

Committee Meeting: The committee meeting is held on
the second Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at
Twin Gums. All are welcome to attend.

ITEMS FOR SALE

CLUB SHIRTS BADGES
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS
SAND PAPER PEN KITS
PEN CASES PEN PARTS
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH
TRIPLE “P” POLISH CLOTHS
TIMBER SEALER
WOOD (many varieties )

A REMINDER ABOUT SHOP SAFETY

We must all keep in mind the importance of
SHOP SAFETY.

Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all
times.

It is up to all of us to fulfill our commitment by
wearing at all times:

 DUST MASKS,
 PROTECTIVE GLASSES,
 SUITABLE CLOTHING,
 FOOTWARE ETC.

IT DOES NOT HURT TO DISCUSS SAFETY
WITH OTHER MEMBERS IF THEY ARE NOT
DOING THE RIGHT THING.

REMEMBER.
IT IS YOUR BODY AND YOUR LIMBS……….

MARCH
2010
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President’s Message:

Welcome to our newsletter with not a lot to report for
this month, but as I indicated previously, the calm be-
fore the storm, as March is lining up to be one of our
busiest.

Over lunch at the club last month, it was again a privi-
lege to hand over a cheque for $2,200 to the “Cochlear
Implant Children’s Program”. The cheque was ac-
cepted by their representative Rob Mc Cloud. This is
the second year we supported them by selecting them
as our charity for the year. As Rob reported, he and
the organization were very grateful for our support and
it was donations from people like us that were a major
contributing factor in their program’s success.

While the total cost of an implant is in the vicinity of
$20,000, our donation and others like it represent the
beginning of getting another child on the program and
on the road to be able to have some worthwhile hear-
ing.

Rob indicated that his own children had implants and
he was amazed at the benefits, improvement and
difference they make. He also jokingly indicated that
his kids had worked out how to have selective hear-
ing on occasions which frustrated him and his wife.
After showing and explaining how the implant worked,
Rob answered several questions from the club mem-
bers who had worked diligently over the last year and
he thanked them on behalf of the Cochlear group.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Happy birthday to all who had a birthday in February,
and we hope you had a great day with many more to
come.

Graham Dawes Manny Farrugia
Wayne Hipwell Hanns Loomans
David Malcolm Ray Sparks
John Talbot George Wells
Bob Crowe

We have also been negotiating with the Catholic Edu-
cation “Lighthouse “ program for the placement and
mentoring of two aboriginal students over two terms.
We have had discussions with the “Breed” program in
State schools and a possibility of kick starting that
again. The support from the members in response to
being mentors to both of these programs is very pleas-
ing and I look forward to seeing nothing but positive
outcomes to both those participating and personal sat-
isfaction from the club members themselves.

After a trip to Newcastle wood expo we reestablished
contacts with the “Craft Expo” people and have been
able to negotiate stall space at the show on 11th – 14th

March 2010 in the Dome at Sydney Showground. We
ask for your support of this expo by producing articles
that we can sell and by volunteering to work on the
stand during the show.

NEW MEMBERS
Congratulation and welcome to all our new members
this month. We hope your stay is both long term and
rewarding

Bob Crowe Darrell Mogford
Karen Ames

To all those members who have responded to the call
for gluing up blanks and making an extra effort making
bowls for our charity sales, I thank you as our stocks
are very much depleted and still need more to meet our
commitments over the coming months.

I also invite all members to attend any or all of our
demonstrations, if you turn without supervision at the
club you are able to demonstrate as we mainly turn
bowls, tops and baseball bats for the kids. You can sell
your own pieces and promote the club and, generally
speaking, have a great day.

I would like to let all of our members know that the
monthly meeting held at 7pm on the second Tuesday is
open to all members. I encourage you to attend as it is
here that decisions concerning the functions and op-
erations of the club are decided.
It is your club and you are entitled to have your ideas
heard.

“Become masters & turn master pieces”

Eddie Catford 9837 3311
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Club Maintenance Overhaul

Turning was suspended on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday this first week in March for some serious
maintenance work.

Members put their efforts into cleaning, building, fixing
and painting as these early photos show. More details
will follow next month.
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Source:
http://www.wood-database.com/wood-articles/wood-dust-safety/

Irritants: The most common way that wood dust af-
fects a woodworker is by being an irritant. This simply
means that it can irritate our skin, our eyes, and most
of all, our lungs. This can mean reactions such as
sneezing, coughing, runny nose, rashes, and asthma-
like breathing problems.

Sensitizers: Taking things a step beyond being just
irritating, some woods can make us more and more
sensitive upon each successive exposure. So even if
you don’t experience any sort of allergic reaction to the
wood or its dust upon first exposure, each time you
breathe the dust or handle the wood, the effects may
be accumulating. Sometimes the eventual reaction can
be quite strong, resulting in rashes or boils, severe si-
nus or respiratory pain/inflammation, or a number of
other conditions depending on the wood species.

Toxins: Not nearly as common, some wood’s are con-
sidered to be directly toxic. One example of this is Yew,
which even according to ancient Roman knowledge,
was capable causing fatality in certain cases.

Carcinogens: If you look at the toxicity chart of wood
species, you’ll notice that some species have been
shown to cause NPC. That is, Nasopharyngeal carci-
noma, or nasopharyngeal cancer.
To see a complete list of all the wood species, along
with the most commonly reported reactions to their
wood dust, see the Wood Toxicity and Allergen Chart.
Now that we’ve seen the health detriments to inhaling
and being exposed to wood dust, we’ll look at some of
the ways that we can minimize risk and reduce the like-
lihood of having a serious health reaction.

Safety Measures
Different safety measures can be employed depending
on what tool you’re using, and what procedure is being
done on the wood. (For instance, re-sawing an 8″ wide 
board on a bandsaw will create a lot more dust than
simply ripping it at 1″ thickness.)

So, since there are a variety of
operations that can be done,
there are also a variety of pro-
tective measures.

I’ll start with the easiest and
most common, the ones that
can be used in any situation:

Dust mask: Available at a variety of hardware stores,
these masks are just disposable cloth with an elastic
band. Some of the better ones have an exhalation
valve on the front. They’re better than nothing, but the
serious woodworker would probably do best to find a
solution that is more efficient and form-fitting than these
disposable products.

Dangers of Dust Respirator: A step up from
a simple dust mask is a
respirator. These filter air-
borne particles with fairly
good efficiency, and have
replaceable filter pad(s)
that can be swapped out
when they get clogged,
saving money in the long
run.

One advantage that these units have over their dispos-
able counterparts is that they are made of flexible rub-
ber, which forms a much better seal than cloth/paper
masks. There are also larger models and/or optional
filter pads that use charcoal to also filter out solvents
and other chemicals. These cartridge respirators are a
great choice when applying wood finishes in enclosed
areas, especially during winter months when ventilation
can be difficult.

Taking this personal protection one step further, there
are also powered respirators which enclose your entire
head and actively pump fresh air in/out of the mask.
These units offer the ultimate in wood dust protection,
and are well-suited for those with extreme wood aller-
gies.

Air filter: Another all-
around useful item to
have in your shop is an
air filter. These are typi-
cally ceiling-mounted
units that run while you
are working in your
shop, and collect air-
borne dust particles with
minimal intrusion or
hassle.

Air filters most commonly will use furnace filters for the
pre-filter, with an array of felt-like bag filters on the in-
side. Depending on how fine of a dust you’d like to filter,
you can buy HEPA furnace filters for the pre-filter
(though this can slow down on the overall CFM through
the filter), or washable/reusable filters, or even charcoal
filters to remove organic vapour from the air.

Air exhaust: Despite all the advantages of the previous
items, one of the very best ways you can protect your-
self from wood dust is to blow it out of your shop. Just
because you can’t see any dust doesn’t necessarily
mean that there aren’t any particles left in the air. You
may think the coast is clear, and take off your dust
mask, but there’s probably a host of very fine wood par-
ticles still floating around in the air: soon to be in your
lungs.

This is where an exhaust fan can come in handy. In-
stead of using so many resources, expensive filters,
masks, etc., sometimes the very best thing is to get a
breath of fresh air, and exhaust the old, dusty, polluted
air out of your shop.
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Darryl Smith Demo 21st February

Darryl arrives well prepared for his session, wheeling in
his rather heavy Durden lathe. With skilful use of a car
jack, he removes the wheels and axles and is ready for
business.

He explained how he converted the lathe from a single
phase to a three phase motor complete with an inverter
which gives him a very powerful variable speed control.

Today he presented off-centre turning which pro-
duces the multi-bowl creations in the above photo.
To position the bowl blank on the lathe to produce
either three or five bowls, he makes use of a spe-
cial counter-balanced offset chuck made by one of
his friends at the Ornamental Turners

Darryl mounted the plate to the blank with several
short screws, a system he says is safer than using
hot glue.

Then the plate is positioned on the offset chuck and a
counterweight attached to prevent vibrations when the
lathe is run.

It certainly is interesting and informative to watch an
old hand like Darryl in action.
If you want information, Darryl’s full of it, and will an-
swer your questions about things like the sharpening
of tools and finding the centre of an irregular shape of
wood.

A major benefit of the variable speed modification on
his lathe was the ability to turn SLOWLY with plenty
of torque. This was particularly relevant when out-
board turning two bowls on a rather long piece of
burl. Normally you’d expect this to shake itself to
death, but the speed modification is so good that
Darryl even trusts us novices to have a go.
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Show & Tell 21st February

Ray Smith Pyrography of Peregrine Falcon.
Huon Pine; water-based varnish.

Ray Smith Bikie
Miva mahogany (helmet, jacket); Kauri (face, hands,
headlight); Pacific maple (glasses, shirt, boots); Bank-
sia (moustache, beard); Padauk (tongue & badge); Tas-
manian oak (pants); Huon Pine (handle bars & frame);
Fijian Mahogany (fuel tank); Beech (A-frame); Brigalow
(wheel)

Ray Smith: Laminated cookie jar Ray Smith: Sugar Bowl Fred de Jong: Carving of Nefertiti

Syd Churchward: Bowl collection Richard de Groot: Abstract rose-
wood

Les Pritchard: Egg timer

Les Pritchard: Burl Bob Jarvis: Unfinished jacaranda Les Pritchard: Burl
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Kidnap

He waited in the shadows
As he watched the scene unfold
The street light on the corner cast no light
Two men manhandling something
A woman so it seemed
She was gagged and didn’t put up any fight

One man then stood as lookout
But he didn’t see Mac come
As silently he crumpled to the ground
The other man was busy
With his head inside the car
Something dragged him out - he didn’t hear a sound

Mac untied the woman
He used her ropes on them
He helped the woman stumble back inside
She was shaken, she was frightened
But she mumbled grateful thanks
As she fell into a chair and then she cried

Mac rang detective Savage
He’d been waiting on the call
Two cars would be sent to him straight away
He went out to check the hoodlums
But found that they were gone
It seemed to him this just was not his day

A car came out of nowhere
It was aiming straight at him
He dived behind a post and pulled his gun
Three shots rang out
The car sped past
He fired one shot and then began to run

His reflex action showed result
A front tyre was blown out
The car rolled over once and hit a truck
When Mac strode up
He hauled them out
And tossed their senseless bodies in the muck

Just then the two detective’s cars
Came screeching to a stop
Detective Savage now surveyed the scene
He wandered over slowly
And shook Mac’s ham like hand
The kidnap was now foiled, so it would seem

by Neil Guthrie

PRODUCT RECALL
George Wells gains a lot of pleasure from turning
stools which the club sells at our outside demonstra-
tions, the money going into our charity fund. He makes
two models, either with three legs or four, but, like Toy-
ota recently, he was thinking that he might have to ar-
range a recall because of a serious design fault.

It seems that our president Eddie must have sat a bit
too heavily on one of George’s stools causing some
component or other to break or the glue to let go!.
In any case, an embarrassed Eddie ended up on the
floor. George went straight back to the drawing board
and at the Show & Tell session, Darryl Smith pre-
sented our president with “Eddie’s Safety Seat”
which has eight legs!
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