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 Western Sydney Woodturners 

Club Web Site:  Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 

www.westernsydneywoodturners.com  Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park 

President     Eddie Catford   9837 3311 
 
Vice-president     Emanuel Farrugia 
 
Treasurer & Membership Secretary   Robert Young 
 
Secretary & Public Officer     Wayne Hipwell 
 
Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508) 
If you know that any member or their partner is not 
well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to 
be sent. 
 
Catering Officer: Brian Brooks 
The lunches at the Maxidays are always well received 
by the members who appreciate Brian’s high stan-
dards. 
 
Library:   See Gary Hansell if you would like to know 
what is currently available from our library.  
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:  

Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia 
and Dave Matthews.  
 
Please let them know if you find any problems with 
any of the machinery in the hall. 
 

Editor: 

  Bill Hartley  98716128 
    williamhartley@optusnet.com.au 

 

Western Sydney Woodturners 
Programme 2010 

 

Workshops:  Every  Monday  8.30am—3.00pm  $5 
 Tuesday from 8.30am,  $5 
 Wednesday from 8.30am    $5 
 Thursday from 8.30am,       $5 
 Friday Night from 7.00pm.  $3 
 

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am 
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner 
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided.  Cost $6. 
 

Coming Events: 
 
Sunday 11th July  Linnwood House 
Sunday 18th July  Maxiday  —  Karen Blewden 
       & Alan Game 
    Annual General Meeting 
Saturday 24th July  BUNNINGS Barbeque 
Saturday 31st July  Ladies Day 
Sunday 1st August  Christmas in July August 
    Lunch at Blacktown RSL 
    11:30-2:30 Only $15 each 
    Private Room 
Sunday 15th August BUNNINGS Barbeque 
Sunday 21st August  NO Maxiday    
 

President’s Message 

As this is the last message before the AGM, I would be 
most disappointed in myself if I didn’t acknowledge ALL 
the help I have received from the other committee 
members and the members generally as it is without 
this support that I would not have been able to achieve 
the outcomes and goals that I instigated.  
While some are yet to be completed, they are on the 
way and those that have been completed will only be to 
the betterment of the club and its facilities. A full report 
will be submitted at the AGM. 
For this term a personal big THANK YOU to all mem-
bers. 
 
Again not run off our feet this month, just a lot of on 
goings that have kept me busy with meetings etc in 
preparation for next month trying to tie up loose ends 
with S.E.D. Mentoring Program and other projects con-
cerning the club along with BBQ’s at Bunnings, demon-
strations at Lynnwood House etc. 
 
I remind all members of our CHRISTMAS IN JULY / 
AUGUST. Every member and his/her partner are wel-
come to come along. It is to be held in a private section 
at the Blacktown RSL. Second Ave from 11.30 – 2.30 
Sunday 1st August and the cost is $15 per person plus 
drinks. This would be a good time for all those who at-
tend different days to meet other members in a friendly 
atmosphere and exchange ideas on our common inter-
ests. Please put your name and number of people at-
tending on the clip board and give me the money to 
help with the catering requirements. 
 
As everyone is aware we have received permission 
from the Council for a container and will soon be asking 
for ideas as to the way it will be set up. Keep this in 
mind so we can accomplish the best ideas and work 
area possible. 
 

 Committee Meeting:  The committee meeting is held on 
the second Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at 
Twin Gums. All members are welcome to attend. 

ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
CLUB SHIRTS  BADGES 
PEPPER GRINDERS SALT GRINDERS 
SAND PAPER  PEN KITS 
PEN CASES  PEN PARTS 
LETTER OPENERS FRICTION POLISH 
TRIPLE “P”   POLISH CLOTHS 
TIMBER SEALER  
WOOD (many varieties ) 
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SICK REPORT 

We send our best wishes to the following members who 
are reported as not in the best of health: 
David Malcome 
Ron Fathers 
Garry Hansell 
Huns Loomans 
Ray Brooks’ wife 
 

 

AGM 
A very important reminder to all members that the Annual 
General Meeting is being held on our Maxi Day Sunday 
18th July. 
It is important that you have your say as to who you wish 
to have as the executive of the club and cast your vote for 
them or even offer yourself for one of the positions.  
Also I remind all members that the 30th June is the last day 
for your membership renewal at $30.00  
AFTER THIS DATE YOU WILL HAVE TO REJOIN AS A 
NEW MEMBER AT $40.00 
 
 
LIGHTHOUSE 

 
Again I am pleased to report both boys have adapted well 
to the facilities and their mentors. Over the last few weeks 
particularly, they have been able to express themselves 
and demonstrate what they have been shown. Jobs such 
as this stool involved many different functions and proce-
dures. Admittedly there were a few parts which had to be 
made a couple of times before they would fit but ultimately 
a very satisfying artistic piece was completed as proudly 
displayed by Josh in the attached photo.  
Both Luke and Josh are now working on a major piece that 
will take them several weeks to complete and we are all 
looking forward to seeing the final product. Keep up the 
good work. 
 
 
STATE EDUCATION 
Over the last two weeks there has been several negotia-
tion with the State Education Department and it has been 
agreed we will accommodate six students from the local 
High School starting the beginning of term three this year 
and designed to run for ten weeks.  
We have been working on this for the last six months and 
are pleased that it about to start. There will be more on this 
in the next newsletter. 
 

KEN VODDEN 
It is with a lot of pleasure that we congratulate Ken on 
his marvellous achievement in taking out FIRST and 
THIRD place in the wood turning section of the Working 
With Wood Show.  
I have said before and 
will say it again the 
members of this club 
sell themselves short 
on their ability. The 
quality that is dis-
played at Show & Tell, 
particularly at our last 
Maxiday, along with 
Ken’s work IS out-
standing and, as Ken 
proved, very competi-
tive. Keep up the good 
work with a competi-
tive spirit inside and 
outside the club. 
 
TRAINING CLASSES 
It is always encouraging to see new members taking 
lessons and we have two classes under way at the mo-
ment, a Monday night of five members for three hours 
over five weeks, and two consecutive seven hour Sat-
urdays with six members taking part, all under the ca-
pable instruction of “Santa” (Bob Hodge). The initial 
indications while early are positive with great results 
being achieved. This must give a great feeling of satis-
faction to our top teacher. Thank you Bob. 

 

Become masters & turn master pieces” 
Eddie Catford   9837 3311 

 
 
MESSAGE FROM MEMBER KEN VODDEN 
At the Timber & Working with Wood Show, I entered 
three items into the woodturning competition and, as 
many of you know, I was a very lucky boy to get first 
and third position. 
Since Friday morning when Eddie confirmed my wins, 
all I got were congratulations from many members of 
this fine club, including Eddie’s piece on Maxiday. It 
has truly been overwhelming. 
I WISH TO THANK YOU ALL MOST SINCERELY. 
I do believe there will be more strong competition from 
inside our club next year. Bring it on! 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy Birthday to all. We hope you had a great day 
with many more to come. 
Terry Boddy   Luigi Criniti 
Alan Eipper   Ron Fathers 
Tony Fryer   David Hinchcliff 
Don Hughes   Dennis Mitchell 
Siddharth Sanbaiah 

NEW MEMBERS 
Congratulations and welcome to all our new members 
this month. 
We hope your stay is both long term and rewarding. 
Lynn Pitt   Tony Simiana 
John Sleeman  Barry Fernandez 
Desmond Gay 
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 Sydney Timber & Working with Wood Show 
Even though we really don’t need any more pieces of 
timber, pen kits, bowl blanks, chisels or polishes, it is 
always easy to justify the purchase of a bit more “stuff” 

It’s a great day out wandering among the displays and 
stands, meeting friends, examining the latest machines 
and tools and marvelling at the fine workmanship evident 
in the displays of furniture, boats, carvings and of course 
the woodturning. 

The exhibits from both the Sydney Woodturners Guild 
and the Central Coast Woodturners were of exceptional 
standard with plenty of pieces to give you inspiration for 
your next killer project. Wouldn’t you like to produce an 
attractive Lazy Susan with serving dishes like this prize-
winning example above from Southern Region? 
 
It’s often difficult to 
come up with some-
thing new to turn or 
make and the Wood 
Show is a great 
source for novel 
ideas to emulate. 
You could even 
take up the chal-
lenge of turning  a 
world globe like this 
one by Sam 
Shakouri of Macar-
thur Region. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

President Eddie 
wishes to thank 
those many mem-
bers who sup-
ported him by giv-
ing up some time 
to look after the 
Guild stand.  
 
Also, thanks to 
those who pro-
vided pieces for 
the displays and 

congratulations to Ken Vodden for winning first and third 
prizes for that magnificent segmented turning. 
 
And demonstrations of things 
like the Gifkins Dovetail Jig get 
me in and I also enjoy watching 
skilled turners like Guilio Mar-
colongo even though his jokes 
are wearing a bit thin — he’s 
still using the one about not 
having any 600 grit paper and 
having to use the 300 grit 
twice! 
 
Did you see the woodcarving? 
I can’t remember why this one 
caught my eye. 
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 Show & Tell     20th June 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Manny Farrugia; Laminated 
breadboard and rolling pin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hitchcock; Dish 
NG rosewood; Friction polish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steve Hitchcock; Lidded box 
Paper bark; Friction polish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Vodden 
Vase from laminated plywood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Vodden 
Vase;  black & standard MDF 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Vodden 
Segmented container 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken Vodden 
Segmented vase 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Phelps 
Laminated bowl; Pacific maple 
Satin Estapol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Phelps 
Laminated pedestal bowl 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan Phelps 
Bowl; Pacific maple; Estapol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erich Aldinger ; Platter 
Jacaranda; Kunos oil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erich Aldinger ;Square bowl 
Jacaranda; Kunos oil 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erich Aldinger ;  Bowl 
Camphor laurel; 7008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erich Aldinger ; Bowl 
Burl & pewter;  7008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Erich Aldinger ; Pill box 
Gidgee; Friction polish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dom Vaticano;  Candle sticks 
Olivewood; Estapol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dom Vaticano;  Wine Barrel 
Camphor laurel; Estapol 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Wells; Cake stand 
Camphor laurel; Folk art 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Wells; Decorated 
cake stand; Camphor laurel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith; Elephant intarsia 
Various timbers;  Danish oil 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith;  Vase 
Pacific maple; Friction polish 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith;  Vase 
Pacific maple; Friction polish 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith; Lidded box 
(Incomplete) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ray Smith;  Vase 
Radiata pine & coachwood 
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Maxiday Demonstration 20th June  —  Ernie Newman & Jan Pennell 

When your demonstrator arrives sporting a wooden cap 
and a wooden bow-tie, you may suspect this guy is an 
eccentric. But this is far from the case, as Ernie is an 
experienced turner and teacher and as usual gave an 
interesting presentation.  
 
He turned a candlestick, showing the various features of 
the chosen design 
which he illustrated by 
reference to others 
made previously. No-
tice how the shaped 
top of the left stick is 
the more pleasing of 
the two.  
 
Ernie finished his demo 
by showing us how to 
do thread-chasing and 
there was no shortage of volunteers willing to have a go 
at this procedure. Expect a few boxes with screwed lids 
at upcoming Show & Tells. 

We were pleased to welcome Jan Pennell who also 
comes from the Blue Mountains Club. It was a pleasure 
to see her delicate touch and fine turning skills while 
turning a flower on a stem of about 2mm diameter. 
 
And if you look 
carefully, you’ll 
see that Jan has 
incorporated a 
captured ring on 
her flower stalk. 
 

When the stalk is about 2cm long, it needs to be sup-
ported by a steady to avoid catastrophe. Jan uses a 
string steady which attaches to the tailstock. Our own 
Anna Dawes designed that little device and here looks 
on with approval. 

Again, it was good to see some audience participation, 
and Brian Brooks shows that he can do more than turn 
sausages. I’d even go so far as to regard him as a 
“seasoned veteran”. 
 
Ernie conducted the Show & Tell session and by invita-
tion gave a critique on the finer features of design of 
some members’ pieces. This was very much appreci-
ated by some very good turners at our club who are al-
ways looking for ways of further enhancing their work. 
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CHUCKING 

Spigot or Recess ?? 
Good and bad reasons for both 

Both the spigot and internal dovetail have their advan-
tages, and disadvantages. Whether we use a spigot or a 
recess to hold the wood has nothing to do with one of 
them being "better" than the other. Which we use should 
be chosen from what we are turning, the wood that we 
are turning, and personal preference. Sometimes we 
choose one or the other because there is no other way to 
hold the wood.  
 
Spigot for a bowl with a foot 
I prefer a spigot on the bottom of a bowl because the bot-
tom foot can be turned to a smaller diameter than with 
the recessed dovetail. Sufficient wood has to be left out-
side the recessed area to absorb the expansion forces of 
the chuck, and this means that the base of the bowl will 
have to be larger than if it were gripped with a spigot. 
With a spigot the base of the diameter of the bowl can be 
turned to the same as that of the jaws as they are grip-
ping on the spigot. 
 
Spigot for a bowl with a round bottom 
If we are turning a bowl with a round bottom that has nei-
ther foot, flat spot, nor recess, the spigot may be the bet-
ter way to hold the bowl. The final shaping of the bottom 
will only require removing the spigot and blending the 
curve of the bottom into the rest of the bowl. 
 
Why not a Spigot 
Some folks will advocate not using the spigot because of 
the wood that is lost. This loss of wood can be prevented 
when a waste-block is glued to the bottom of the bowl.  
 
Weakness in a Spigot? 
The only weakness in a spigot is when the wood has a 
flat grain that runs across the base of the spigot, and the 
wood is a species that splits easily. In that case it is pos-
sible to lose the bowl. Other than that one special case, I 
have never lost a bowl because of the spigot breaking, 
and I have lost a lot of bowls from break-out around a 
recess.  
 
This break across the base of the spigot can be more of 
a problem with chuck jaws that have a "dovetail" profile, 
often called "smooth jaws", because if their wedging ac-
tion at the bottom of the spigot. There will be less possi-
bility of splitting if the spigot is tapered to match that on 
the inside of the "dovetail" jaw. This matching of the ta-
pers will allow the jaws to squeeze on the spigot, rather 
than trying to pry it off of the bottom of the bowl. 
 
When the Recess is better 
The chucking recess is useful for turning plates and plat-
ters because it has the potential for wasting less wood, 
making it possible to turn a plate from a piece of 1 inch 
thickness lumber, and it is faster than gluing a waste-
block to the bottom of the plate and then having to re-
move it. Keeping a large area outside of the recess isn't a 
problem with a plate or platter, the recess need be only 
1/8" deep, and its bottom becomes a part of the larger 
recess when the bottom of the plate is finished.  
 
The recess can also be the preferred way to hold a bowl 
with a smooth bottom that has no foot. There is usually 
no problem with having enough wood to support the grip-
ping forces of the jaws.  

Problems with the recess 
We have already discussed the problem of not having 
enough wood around the outside of the recess to pre-
vent the chucking forces from breaking the wood. Be-
sides leaving more wood, the other solution is to use 
less force to hold the wood. Using a piece of pipe as an 
extension to tighten the chuck is not necessary, and will 
insure destruction of the wood. 
 
The other problem with the recess occurs because the 
recess is a subtraction from the outside of the form. 
Bowls can end up with bottoms that are either tissue thin 
or no bottom at all, and in the later case we call them a 
"funnel". 
 
Other reasons to use a spigot or recess 
There are those times when either a spigot or recess is 
used because that is the only way it can be done.  
 
And there is nothing wrong with using either just be-
cause we like to do it that way. 
 
How to cut the a spigot or recess 
There are many ways to cut either a spigot or recess. I 
use a parting tool for making both because they always 
seem to be "rounder" when making them with a plunge 
cut. Others will advocate using a skew laid on its flat 
side, a spear-point scraper, a gouge, a skewed scraper, 
or any number of tools that will cut wood. 
 
The dovetail shaped scraper is a relatively new tool for 
the woodturner who has everything else. I would use the 
money for some accessory jaws for that new chuck or a 
tool that is more useful.  
 
However it is done, the conventional wisdom is that the 
profile of either the recess or spigot should be a close 
match with that of the chuck jaw. Straight spigots should 
be straight, and dovetails should match the dovetail. My 
personal preference is that angle in the wood should be 
offset just enough that the chuck will start to grip the top 
of the spigot or recess before the bottom.  
Don’t use a recess when using chopping-board style 

lamination as too much pressure will cause the glue to 
let go, like it did for Peter Haddon. He was lucky it flew 
upwards!. The insert shows the impression Peter’s flying 
bowl left on our ceiling. Use a face mask! 
 
Source: 
http://www.woodturnerruss.com/Chuck3.html 
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 SANTA’S TIP 
 
This month I want to draw attention to sharpening, but 
more particularly to the correct use of the grinding 
wheel.  
It is unfortunate that some members don’t USE the 
wheel. . . . they ABUSE it. I often use the wheel, not 
only for my tools, but for members of the classes I 
teach and for some other members who appreciate my 
hand sharpening skills. Because of this very frequent 
use, I often notice that I have to dress the wheel before 
I can use it, because of damage that has occurred. 
The damage is generally in the form of grooves 
caused by sharpening a gouge in just one spot on the 
spinning wheel and using too much pressure on the 
wheel.  
Jig Sharpening is often behind this but need not be. If 
using a jig to sharpen a gouge, rock the jig from side to 
side across the full width of the wheel as you rotate the 
gouge. This will distribute the wear over the full face of 
the wheel. Secondly, use only a gentle pressure of the 
tool against the wheel. Many seem to think this will 
achieve a fast result. Truth is, that because it will 
cause excessive heating, the time taken to quench the 
tool several times may actually increase the sharpen-
ing time.  
Those who have asked me to sharpen for them have 
been a bit surprised to find that the heat generated 
with a light pressure generally does not need quench-
ing. 
The other common form of damage is allowing the 
wheel to become loaded with steel particles from the 
tools. This clogs the pores so that effective sharpening 
is impaired and friction is increased with greater heat 
generated. In worst case this can cause the wheel to 
heat excessively and disintegrate 
If you notice build up on the wheel, use the diamond 
dresser to give it a quick clean up. Use GENTLE 
PRESSURE and for a few seconds only. The wheel 
will not only perform better, it will last longer if you fol-
low the tips above 
Finally, if you are interested, I will demonstrate hand 
and jig sharpening techniques and or run classes for 
those interested. Let me know. 

Love Santa 
 

 

Jacaranda 
 

 by Neil Guthrie 
 
 

I used to be a fine old tree  
With mauve and purple flowers 
With many branches, frond like leaves and bark 
The wind and rain caressed me 
And sunshine blessed my days 
While little creatures visited when ever it got dark 
 
But now I’m just a pile of logs 
Won’t someone save me, please? 
Then some men came and tossed me in a truck 
I was taken away in pieces 
And stacked in a leaky shed 
My dignity was gone and I’d just run out of luck 
 
We heard an old man talking 
He spoke of making bowls 
He picked me up and mumbled ‘just too plain’  
He tossed me back upon the heap 
I rolled right to the back 
And landed in a puddle that was left there by the rain 
 
The rain had stopped  
But the air was damp 
And slowly moisture seeped through to my core 
The dampness was inside me 
My sap was turning black 
I was rotting now and my future was unsure 
 
It seems that what had happened 
Without my knowing why 
My flesh had slowly spalted in the grain 
So now I’ve got some colour 
I’m prized and most desired 
The truth is now, that I’m no longer plain 
 
Mounted on a spin machine 
The old man called a lathe 
I spun around at quite a steady rate 
Then something called a chisel 
Was cutting at my sides 
It seemed to be a bowl was now my fate 
 
My woodchips flew  
Some bark stayed on  
And slowly shape was turned from what was mine 
Abrasive paper now was used  
And I was finely smoothed 
Then several coats of lacquer made me shine 
 
I have pride of place just now  
I’m shown to every guest 
The spalting makes me very nice to see 
It’s some small consolation  
To be admired again 
Though I’d have liked to still have been a tree 
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