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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 110, 10th March 2009.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President’s Message

It’s good to see that our Welfare Officer Graham
Murray has recovered from his major surgery but he
informs us that because of the amount of weight he
has lost, he is in need of a new prosthetic leg. Sadly
his wife Christine is very ill and we all wish her a
speedy recovery.

JOTTINGS FROM YOUR COMMITTEE

 Access to the Tool Room is restricted to mem-
bers of the Maintenance group and Committee
members. If you require lathe tools or other
equipment you must not go into the Tool Room
yourself but contact one of the authorised
members.

 As new members join the club, they will be
partnered with a “buddy” who will help and
guide them through their introduction to club
practices and to woodturning. The “buddy” is
responsible for teaching them sound turning
principles and other members are asked not to
“interfere” with this arrangement.

 The layout of the club — positioning of the
lathes, tables, etc is under review and your in-
put to this process is requested. Don’t just
complain about the setup, but come up with a
better idea.

 Cleaning. When you have completed turning,
switch off the power to the lathe, light and fan,
and remove the plug from the powerpoint.
Use the dustpan and brush as well as the
broom to clean the lathe and the surrounding
floor. Then get the vacuum cleaner which will
pick up the dust remaining in the corners and
other hard-to-get-at places. Don’t forget to suck
the dust from the front of the air cleaners.

Ronald Devine 02 9639 6099

Library:
Gary Hansell

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and Dave Matthews.
Please let them know if you find any problems with any
of the machinery in the hall. Make a note of them on
the whiteboard outside the Tool Room.

Sick List: If anyone knows of any of our members or
their partners who are on the sick list, please contact
Graham Murray (0412 913 508) who will send a card
on behalf of the club.

Editor:
Bill Hartley (98716128)

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Brian Brooks.

Secretary:
Wayne Hipwell

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners
Programme 2009

Workshops: Every Tuesday from 9.30am, $5
Wednesday from 9.30am $5
Thursday from 9.30am, $5
Friday Night from 7.00pm. $3

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 10.00am
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided. Cost $6.

Committee Meeting: The committee meeting is held
on the second Tuesday of the month starting at
7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are welcome to attend.

Coming Events:

March 15th Maxiday George Hatfield demonstrating
and Guild representatives from other regions coming.

March 27, 28, 29 Fri, Sat, Sun Rembrandt Dutch
Club. Always a popular outing.

April 5th Bella Vista Farm

April 19th Maxiday Ron Gibbs from Central Coast

May 17th Maxiday Bill Longhurst

April 30th Blacktown Street Fair

July or August Richard Raffan. He will also conduct
a workshop for 12 people. Approximate cost $35-40.



2

An older, tired-looking dog wandered into my
yard. I could tell from his collar and well-fed
belly that he had a home and was well taken
care of.

He calmly came over to me, I gave him a few
pats on his head; he then followed me into my
house, slowly walked down the hall, curled up in
the corner and fell asleep.

An hour later, he went to the door, and I let
him out.

The next day he was back, greeted me in my
yard, walked inside and resumed his spot in the
hall and again slept for about an hour.
This continued off and on for several weeks.

Curious I pinned a note to his collar:
'I would like to find out who the owner of this
wonderful sweet dog is and ask if you are aware
that almost every afternoon your dog comes to
my house for a nap.'

The next day he arrived for his nap, with a dif-
ferent note pinned to his collar:
'He lives in a home with 6 children, 2 under the
age of 3 - he's trying to catch up on his sleep.
Can I come with him tomorrow?'

Dom Vaticano
assures us that
these plants
which he
brought in for
Dave Matthews
really are
tomatoes.

Alright, I’m only
trying to be alert but not alarmed.

Show & Tell 15th February

Chess Set by Manny Farrugia

Jarrah Burl Bowl by Graham Dawes

Camphor Laurel Bowl by Graham Murray

"Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence.
Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful
men with talent.
Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not; the world is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination alone are omnipotent.
The slogan Press On! has solved and always will solve the
problems of the human race."

— Calvin Coolidge
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Mumblings of a Grumpy Old Man

How about we start the
new year with some
grumbling about
WOMEN.

They are so self -centred.
For years they have
slung off at men because,
they claim, our ego is tied
up with the penis.
According to them, we
are endlessly caught up
in the “mine is bigger
than yours” game. Talk
about double standards and hypocrisy. Plastic sur-
geons are reaping in millions in the “my boobs are big-
ger than yours” fetish.

Well girls, two things you should know. . .
ONE: augmented boobs are like the new VW; they
may resemble the real thing, but will never have the
same cult following or be loved as much as the real
thing. . .
TWO: more than a mouthful is a waste.

For years they have been telling us that they are
smarter than men. If you are so smart, then please
explain why you are imitating us by getting drunk,
smoking, swearing, driving aggressively and picking
up one night stands. If you really were smart, you
would have learned from our mistakes and avoided
them.

And what about that hoary old chestnut that because
of their biology, they are aroused more slowly and
slow to climax; therefore we must be good lovers and
pace ourselves accordingly. Fair enough, I do that
quite happily, but want the same consideration for my
biological differences that cause me to fall asleep very
soon after. (I must say here that my darling under-
stands and she has commented that when approach-
ing climax my muscles are taut and rock hard and that
my body is quite hot. Within seconds she notes, my
muscles go quite limp and suddenly the burning feel-
ing of my body is replaced with (in winter) a coldness
that causes her to be sure I am covered. She fully un-
derstands our differences and appreciates the near-
ness as I fall asleep with us locked in each others em-
brace.

I have never heard any other woman acknowledge our
biological difference except in some degrading terms
that suggests we are no better than animals.

Finally, where is it written in holy writ that the toilet lid
MUST be left down? ? ? I have noticed in a few bath-
room scenes in American shows that the toilet lid was
UP. But then, American women don’t seem to want to
be men’s equal AND prima donnas. Perhaps that is
just an Australian thing.
Just remember guys, behind every successful man is
a woman (going through his pockets).

Grumblebum

Eddie Catford had a burning desire to decorate his
Jacaranda bowl, so he traced a leaf, transferred the
image to the bowl and trusted his mate Bob Young to
do the pyrography. A great job and you can’t even see
the little crack under the stem of the leaf.

Olny srmat poelpe can raed tihs.
I cdnuolt blveiee taht I cluod aulaclty
uesdnatnrd waht I was rdanieg. The
phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan mnid,
aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde
Uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in waht oredr
the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny ipr-
moatnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat
ltteer be in the rghit pclae. The rset can
be a taotl mses and you can sitll raed it
wouthit a porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the
huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by
istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Amzanig
huh? yaeh and I awlyas tghuhot slpeling
was ipmorantt! if you can raed tihs psas
it on !!
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Around the Club
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Birthday Boys

During our usual Wednesday lunch meeting at the club
on 18th February, Bob Hodge (Santa) produced a very
nice chocolate cake to celebrate the 80 th birthday of
popular member George Wells. But before the cake
was distributed, we found out that there was another
birthday to celebrate. So that’s how George and
Manny Farrugia each ended up blowing out a single
candle on half a cake.

George’s family had presented him with a special
walking stick which you can see in this shot. The stick
has several attachments such as a bell, rear-vision
mirror and places to hang your GPS navigator

It turns out that Graham Dawes also had a birthday
that week but kept it to himself. He could have shared
the cake, but sadly we only had two candles.
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Santa’s Tip for the Month

This month I am looking at LATHE SPEED. First, why
speed is important and the factors to be considered,
then a basic rule of thumb to use when selecting the
speed for a particular job. The assumptions for all that
follows is that the timber is sound, the tools are sharp
and that correct techniques are being used. If not the
job is dangerous regardless of how closely the ideas
are followed.

The important speed is the cutting speed (the speed at
which the timber is moving past the chisel as the job is
turning). If the cutting speed is right, the timber will cut
“sweetly” (cleanly, easily or smoothly).

A simple guide to correct cutting speed is to remember
that for a turning diameter of 50 mls (approx. 2”) the
speed should be 2000 rpm. If you double the diameter,
HALVE the speed. This is because doubling the di-
ameter doubles the distance around the circumfer-
ence, so to keep the cutting speed the same, the rota-
tional speed must be halved.

So this gives . . . 50 ml diam . . . 2000 rpm
100 “ “ . . . 1000 “
200 “ “ . . . 500 “
400 “ “ . . . 250 “

For diameters of other sizes you can plot a simple
graph and find the speed for the diameter you choose.
Keep the graph handy to your lathe for when you need
it.

This is a basic rule of thumb and needs to be adapted
when necessary. For example, roughing to round; if
the job is out of balance due to knots or varying densi-
ties, lower the speed — preferably before starting the
lathe.

Also lower the speed if the timber has cranky grain or
is very hard. Long spindle jobs that have small diame-
ters demand lower speeds if a steady rest is not used.
Experience will guide you, so until you have the ex-
perience, err on the side of safety and select a slightly
lower speed than the graph suggests. With experience
you may go a little faster, but don’t get cockey!

Luv you all Santa

Frank Hicks visits the first Wednesday of each month.

A female CNN journalist heard about a very old
Jewish man who had been going to the Western
Wall to pray, twice a day, every day, for a long,
long time. So she went to check it out. She went to
the Western Wall and there he was, walking slowly
up to the holy site.

She watched him pray and after about 45 minutes,
when he turned to leave, using a cane and moving
very slowly. She approached him for an interview.

"Pardon me, sir, I'm Rebecca Smith from CNN.
What's your name?" "Morris Fishbien," he replied.

"Sir, how long have you been coming to the West-
ern Wall and praying?" "For about 60 years."

"60 years! That's amazing! What do you pray for?"

"I pray for peace between the Christians, Jews and
the Muslims. I pray for all the wars and all the ha-
tred to stop. I pray for all our children to grow up
safely as responsible adults, and to love their fellow
man."

"How do you feel after doing this for 60 years?"

"Like I'm talking to a brick wall."
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Preparing our display for the Blue Mountains Challenge.
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