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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 114, 14 th July 2009.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

Introducing our new Committee…

The Annual General Meeting of the Western Sydney
Woodturners Incorporated was held at Twin Gums on
Sunday 21st June. The election of officers was pre-
sided over by Rohan McCardell, and the results were:

President Eddie Catford 9837 3311

Vice-president Emaunuel Farrugia

The three Guild representatives are:

Erich Aldinger

Treasurer & Membership Secretary Robert Young

Secretary & Public Officer Wayne Hipwell

Robert Taylor Ron Devine
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Other Officers:
Other positions which are regarded as volunteered or
appointed, were also decided.

These include:

Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508)
If you know that any member or their partner is not
well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to be
sent..

Catering Officer: Brian Brooks
The lunches at the Maxidays are always well received
by the members who appreciate Brian’s high stan-
dards.

Library: See Gary
Hansell if you
would like to know
what is currently
available from our
library.

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:
Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia
and Dave Matthews.

Please let them know if you find any problems with any
of the machinery in the hall.

Editor: Bill Hartley 98716128
williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

President’s Message:
I’d like to thank the members of this great club for the
confidence they have shown in me by elevating me to
this lofty position. Ron is a hard act to follow, so I will
need all your support to keep the momentum going.

I have only been a member for approximately three
years and already feel a very strong attachment to all
of you and I value your companionship very highly.

It is my intention to follow on in the same manner and
direction the club has been operating and look forward
to new ideas and objectives in my term. One area has
been started in the acquisition of small tool items so
generously donated by members at this point. This is a
good start and a clear indication that there is a need
for and interest in other activities. Thank you for your
contribution saving us considerable expenses.

With the renewed interest and the acquisition of some
more small tools for other woodwork activities we will
be able to promote club facilities and encourage other
groups to become members. To date the renewal of
memberships is encouraging and new memberships

are growing at a constant rate. These are all positive
signs of a prosperous club. Please assist by paying
your membership fees early as late renewal will mean
you will need to rejoin, meaning a new member num-
ber, etc.

As I am new to this position and the world of woodturn-
ing, I will undoubtedly make some errors, hopefully not
too many, and would appreciate as much assistance
and help as you can offer.

If you feel you are losing your touch at turning and that
a little tuition would help, don’t forget the classes we
run. They are on one night a week over a period of six
weeks and are conducted by experienced teacher Bob
(Santa) Hodge. Contact me if you wish to be included
in the class which is to begin soon. If you are aware of
someone who would also benefit from the course,
please encourage them to enlist as they will certainly
be more confident to do their own thing on completion
of the classes.

Don’t forget our Christmas in July luncheon on Sunday
26th July from 12noon at the Seven Hills/Toongabbie
RSL Club. Put your names on the list so that we will be
able to notify the RSL of estimates for catering.

Eddie Catford 9837 3311

Western Sydney Woodturners
Programme 2009

Workshops: Every Tuesday from 8.30am, $5
Wednesday from 8.30am $5
Thursday from 8.30am, $5
Friday Night from 7.00pm. $3

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 10.00am
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided. Cost $6.

Committee Meeting: The committee meeting is held
on the second Tuesday of the month starting at
7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are welcome to attend.

Coming Events:

July 19th Maxiday Richard Raffan Cost $25.

July 20th Monday Richard Raffan will conduct a work-
shop for 12 people. Cost $60.

July 26th Christmas in July

August 16th Maxiday Pepper & Salt Grinders

September 13th Linwood House
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ONE DAY DEMONSTATION SCHEDULE

Richard Raffan has been turning wood professionally
since 1970. During a day-long seminar he will demon-
strate how he makes a range of turned bowls, boxes
and scoops, explaining in detail what is happening as
work proceeds, how the cuts are made, and why.
You will see how this master craftsman overcomes the
difficulties that confront all turners, learn about season-
ing wood and gain an insight into professional turning
practices including pricing and marketing.

Small footed bowl. This opening demonstration is to
show the speed and pace of woodturning: it is de-
signed to give the novice something to aim for whilst
alerting budding professionals to the competition they
face.

Spindle-work. Movement around the lathe and hold-
ing the tools - Roughing down: grain direction and
splintering corners. Use of gouges and skews to re-
duce square sections to round - Why skew chisels
catch - Vee grooves, beads, shoulders, etc.- Using the
fingernail gouge: coves, beads.

Open bowl . Roughing the blank - Movement around
the lathe - Holding the tools: why tools catch - Cutting
curves smoothly and efficiently -
Use of gouges and scrapers - Shear scraping - Using
the depth gauge.

Rough turning and saving material. Nesting bowls

Working end-grain. Cutting a clean surface using
either gouge or skew chisel - Hollowing end-grain:
back-hollowing technique using gouge - Use of scrap-
ers to finish internal surfaces - Keeping track of inter-
nal depths.

Scoop. Shows endgrain hollowing and spindle tech-
niques in action.

Bowl with beads. Cutting detail using a small finger-
nail gouge - Principles of fine detailing and finesse.

Box Box (approximately 3” or 75mm diameter) with a
soft-suction over-fitting lid explained in detail.

Lidded bowl Multiple re-chucking - Using decorative
elements for chuck fixing points.

Platter Turning flat surfaces - Rims.

Enclosed bowl without a foot. Techniques for un-
dercutting the rim - Reverse chucking techniques for
turning the base.

Ego stick. Turning a long thin spindle - Supporting
slender work.

Demands of the group can mean that not all these pro-
jects will be completed because others are dealt with
in greater depth.

—————————————————————

Richard Raffan is famous internationally as a woodturner
and author of several classic books and videos on woodturn-
ing. Since 1973 his turned bowls and boxes have been ac-
quired for many major public and private collections in
Europe, North America, and Australia. He is semi-retired and
living in Canberra.

Examples of Richard’s work:

Ebonised oak bowls

Richard Raffan
Visiting our club on the MaxiDay Sunday 19th and Monday 20th July
Sunday will be a demonstration and will cost $25 (lunch included)

Monday will be a hands-on day for a restricted number of participants at $60 each
Don’t miss this outstanding turner
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Tower Boxes

Before he comes to our club, Richard Raffan will be demon-
strating and running a workshop at the Central Coast Club
on 16th and 17 July.

My thanks to Alan Smith of “The Hobby Turner” for some of
this material.

Pin oak wavy bowl

Cocobolo and tulipwood boxes

Citadel boxes
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The Election

We hold our clubs election
In June to choose the few
Who’ll form our clubs committee for the year
We try to find some new blood
It helps to grow the dream
Of making ours the best club without peer

There are many willing workers
And some will heed the call
To take on extra duties cause they care
The work is always lighter
When everyone chips in
There’s lots to do so all can have a share

Ron who’s been our President
For eighteen months or more
Is stepping down, he’s born the heavy cross
And Neil is making way this time
For someone new to try
Vice Presidential backup to the Boss

Young Bob is taking on again
The task of Treasurer
This job I wouldn’t wish on anyone
Though why we’d trust our money
To this bikey tattooed bloke
It could be ‘cause we think he packs a gun

Wayne took the Secretary job
Six months ago or so
We all applaud the help that he has been
He was re-elected this time
Completely unopposed
He works away so quietly a good member of the team

Eddie with his rotund frame
Is President this time
He’s always working hard around the place
The job is quite a challenge
You only need ask Ron
He won’t mess round he’ll tell you to your face

New Vice president is Mannie
Another club work slave
He’s generous, he has a heart of gold
And really quite a speaker
At meetings and the like
And volatile, if I may be so bold

Many more positions
Were filled this time around
Like caterer and library and reps
Like maintenance and welfare
And editor in chief
We’ll not find one to follow in his steps

So everything went smoothly
No riots in the streets
And everyone was happy with the choice
In our club you can speak up
You have no fear of that
So have your say if you can find your voice

by Neil Guthrie

Blacktown Street Fair — 30th May

As usual there were plenty of residents enjoying the
attractions at the numerous stalls set up for the occa-
sion. Our members put on a good show as you can
see in the photos and Manny was delighted to sell his
large segmented urn.

The day started out
quite cold and changed
to intermittent showers
and consequently in-
termittent purchases of
charity bowls, but didn‘t
stop the production of
tops and our guys
churned out tons of
tops which always go over a treat with the local kids.

We raised $209 for the charity and had a very enjoy-
able day, except for the cold together with the numer-
ous cups of free coffee that had our older members
making numerous trips to the facilities. The boys were
keen to report how Manny while returning from one of
his breaks saw this group of people on the lawn wav-
ing their arms at him. So of course he waved back only
to discover later that they were a local Chinese group
doing their Thai Chi exercises.

Those attending were Rohan McCardell, Bob Taylor,
Neil Guthrie, Bob Jarvis, Manny Farrugia, Ron Devine,
Dave Matthews, Eddie Catford and Wayne Hipwell.
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Maxiday 21st June

Carolyn McCully is one of the most popular demon-
strators that we have visiting our club, and this time it
was evident through the number of members willing to
have a go at drawing, tracing and burning images on
pieces of timber.

Carolyn has prepared a comprehensive booklet called
“Get Ready to Burn your HeART Out” and gives these
out to the group.

Most members brought their own equipment but also
our club has purchased two units available for loan.

Carolyn left a good collection of drawings to be placed
in out library so that members can borrow, photocopy
or trace them. She also brought several good books
on the subject.

It was amazing how different the atmosphere was this
MaxiDay to the usual rumpus and machinery noise.
I’ve never before seen such concentration as the guys
gave their full attention to the task in hand. Carolyn
also showed us the technique of colouring and shad-
ing the drawings using special pencils.
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Show & Tell 21st June

Fred de Jonh Bob Hodge Sid Churchward Dom Vaticano

Dom Vaticano Dom Vaticano Eddie Catford Gary Hansell

Alan Phelps Alan Phelps Alan Phelps Alan Phelps

Alan Phelps Graham Murray Neil Guthrie Graham Murray

Graham Murray Ron Devine Gary Hansell Fred de Jong
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