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President Eddie Catford 9837 3311

Vice-president Emmanuel Farrugia

Treasurer & Membership Secretary Robert Young

Secretary & Public Officer Wayne Hipwell

Welfare Officer: Graham Murray (0412 913 508)
If you know that any member or their partner is not
well, give Graham a call and he’ll organise a card to be
sent..

Catering Officer: Brian Brooks
The lunches at the Maxidays are always well received
by the members who appreciate Brian’s high stan-
dards.

Library: See Gary Hansell if you would like to know
what is currently available from our library.

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance:
Graham Dawes, Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia
and Dave Matthews.

Please let them know if you find any problems with any
of the machinery in the hall.

Editor: Bill Hartley 98716128
williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

President’s Message:
Greetings to all members:

Last month was a very busy one with visits to Lynwood
House, Carlingford Nursing Home, a demonstration
and workshop by Richard Raffan and culminating in
our Christmas in July lunch at the Toongabbie – Seven
Hills RSL.

Lynwood House:
A bitterly cold day with low attendances did not lend to
a very pleasant day with our sales suffering accord-
ingly. However as always we will be back to support
their open days in the future.

Carlingford Nursing Home.
Again under the leadership of Bob Young, a small con-
tingent demonstrated the art of bowl making to the
seniors. All bowls turned, supplemented with some
taken from the club, were raffled off to the delight of
the winning residents. This is a fun day for our mem-
bers who at times are demonstrating to residents who
have tired eyes but listen with great intent.

Richad Raffan.
The demonstration conducted by Richard on our Maxi
day was received by those who attended with great
enthusiasm as he explained the various methods he
uses in bowl and spindle turning and the various tools
he uses to achieve the best finish. He showed how to
use the dreaded skew chisel to perfection and to the
amazement of many showed just how versatile this
tool is. The day was generally accepted by everyone
including visitors from other clubs as very informative
and successful. The workshop on the Monday was
also a very successful day with ten people attending.
They experienced hands-on exercises with instruction
on a one-to-one basis and according to all accounts a
very much worthwhile experience.

Christmas in July
Some thirty members and their partners had their get
together for a luncheon at the RSL club. This also was
an enjoyable occasion with plenty of good food, plenty
of laughter, apparently from good stories and reminisc-
ing. It was pleasing to see this being supported as it
does give an opportunity to get to know everyone a
little better.

If you have not been to the club for a while, come
down and renew acquaintances, meet the new execu-
tive and experience the new facilities we completed
earlier this year. We are open three days —Tue. Wed.
Thu. as well as Fri nights.
Bring along a friend to join. We have a professional
teacher with classes at affordable rates held on Mon-
day nights.

I would like to thank Frank Hicks for his continuous
support as an advertiser in this newsletter.

On behalf of the committee and the members we con-
gratulate and extend a warm welcome to our six new
members:

Mr. Paul Collins
Mr Richard de Groot
Mr Mark Hooper
Mr Allan Curtin
Mr Laurie Reeves
Mr William Kearey

“Become Masters and turn Master Pieces”

Eddie Catford 9837 3311
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Western Sydney Woodturners
Programme 2009

Workshops: Every Tuesday from 8.30am, $5
Wednesday from 8.30am $5
Thursday from 8.30am, $5
Friday Night from 7.00pm. $3

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 9.30am
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided. Cost $6.

Committee Meeting: The committee meeting is held
on the second Tuesday of the month starting at
7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are welcome to attend.

Coming Events:

August 16th Maxiday Colin Hunter
Pepper & Salt Grinders

September 5 th – 9th St Marys Spring Festival

September 13th Linwood House

September 20th Maxiday Kaye Paton

October 18 th Maxiday Bill Shean & John Harris
Hollowing

You call that a burl??
Bob Young with his work in progress on a large bowl.

THIS is a burl!!
Bob Taylor meets up with a burl taller than himself at
the Timber & Working with Wood Show.

LATHE FOR SALE

Woodfast.
Good condition. On steel cabinet.
36” between centres. Centre height 12”
Indexing head
Inboard and outboard cast iron face plates
240v motor
3 tool rests, head and tail centres
Some tools

$450
Vince Harrison
9888-1769 or 0408 863 822
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Pedency Posts

I think pedency
refers to some-
thing being sus-
pended like your
sombrero if it
were placed onto
one of the pegs
of this glorified
hat stand. Or did
George Hadfield
make up the
term?

George ran a two
day course at the
club and Ron De-
vine, Bob Jarvis
and George
Wells completed
the course, which
was a complex
exercise in spin-
dle turning.

These three experienced turners all agreed that they
had learned something and that “you’re never too old
to learn”.

George Wells said that he will be able to finish his fa-
mous stools in half the time now that he will measure
by “hand and eye” rather than by callipers.

A young boy had just gotten his driver’s permit
and enquired of his father, if they could discuss
his use of the car. His father said, “I’ll make a
deal with you. You bring your grades up from a C
to a B average, study your Bible a little, get your
hair cut and we’ll talk about the car.”

Well, the boy thought about that for a moment,
and settled for the offer, and they agreed on it.
After about six weeks they went in to the study,
where his father said, “Son, I’ve been real
proud. You’ve brought your grades up, and I’ve
observed that you have been studying your Bi-
ble, and participating a lot more in the Bible
study groups. But, I’m real disappointed, since
you haven’t gotten your hair cut.”

The young man paused a moment, and then said,
“You know, Dad, I’ve been thinking about that,
and I’ve noticed in my studies of the Bible that
Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long
hair, Moses had long hair and there’s even a
strong argument that Jesus had long hair also.”

To this his father replied, “Did you also notice
they all walked everywhere they went?”
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Show & Tell 19th July

Alan Phelps Erich Aldinger Erich Aldinger

Erich Aldinger Alan Phelps Erich Aldinger

Allan Sugar Alan Phelps

Alan Phelps Allan Sugar
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Guild meeting and Maxiday

Saturday the 18th July was another bi-monthly Guild
Meeting , this time at the Cubby House which belongs
to the Southern Region. Bob Taylor and myself at-
tended.
As usual they had a fantastic turn out, I think about 86
members and guests. It is always a great occasion ,
where you meet a lot of like minded woodies, some
with some fantastic ideas and as usual some fine work
was on display.

The Southern
group have a
theme every
month, and July’s
theme was minia-
ture turning. I
must be honest
and declare that I
was glad I had my

glasses on. One item was so small that had to be
picked up with tweezers!

Warren Rankin was one of three judges. The first prize
was a miniature goblet with captured ring.

Maybe our club
could adopt a
similar theme
agenda and judg-
ing system, it cer-
tainly works well
at other clubs
(that is the beauty
of going to these
meetings, as one
sees and learns a lot of new ideas).

Lunch was the usual roll and ham. However you had
to be quick to beat Warren to the starting line. Maybe
he should come to our club and taste the delicacies
our new chef serves up at our meetings.

This brings me to our Maxi-day the next morning:

As we walked into the Club, Brian had hot “home-
made” apple tarts with cream served with tea or cof-
fee, putting everyone in a receptive mood to attend
Richard Raffan’s demonstration.

Richard of course
is a well known
wood turner magi-
cian who lived up
to his reputation
and had us all in
awe of his turning
skills. I was cer-
tainly impressed

with his “running beads” up a vase. He did it literally in
2 seconds flat, where the majority of us would have
had a dozen dig-ins. Richard showed us a good way of
making little seed pods from what would almost clas-
sify as scrap wood. These were suitable to do at our
demonstrations, and were certainly something different
then the usual tops we turn out by the dozen.

Richard even used one of his turned bowl to have his
lunch, which was sumptuous hot vegetable soup (with
meat) and crunchy rolls. As I said, our new Chef is
very impressive. I would even consider marrying him if
I wasn’t already married to a wonderful cook! (only
kidding Brian & Lynne ). I just love my food, almost as
much as Warren Rankin!
But what has that got to do with wood turning? Well it
goes hand in hand. Back to Mr. Raffan. Richard was a
great success. Pity only about 30 attended and that
included visitors. Richard conducted a workshop the
next day, which went very well according to the lucky
participants.

Erich Aldinger
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BEWARE THIS SCAM!!

Here’s a timely warning for those men who may be
regular Bunnings customers. Over the last month, I
became a victim of a clever scam, while out shopping.

Don’t be naive enough to think it couldn’t happen to
you, or your friends.

Here’s how the scam works:

Two seriously good looking 20 year old or so girls
come over to your car as you are packing your materi-
als into your vehicle. They both start wiping your wind-
shield with paper towels and Windex, and with their
breasts almost falling out of their skimpy T-shirts.
It’s almost impossible not to look.

When you thank them and offer them a tip, they say
“no” and instead ask you for a ride to McDonalds.
You agree and they get in the back of the vehicle.

On the way they start undressing and kissing, then
one of them climbs over into the front seat and starts
crawling all over you, while the other one steals your
wallet.

I had my wallet stolen February 4th, 10th, twice on the
15th. Again on the 17th, 29th and 24th, and the 29th,
and again on March 1st, the 4th, and twice on the 8th,
9th, and again today early.

So tell your friends to be careful.

By the way, K Mart has wallets on sale $1.99 each or
ten for $15.00.

I hope you find this helpful.

SANTA’S TIP

Last month, I prepared a tip on the roughing gouge,
but the hard drive crashed and I lost it. In the mean-
time, some very good material was presented in By
Hand and Eye, most of which I can thoroughly agree
with.
In particular the best name for the tool is probably the
SPINDLE roughing gouge as it should NEVER be
used for faceplate turning.

It is this that I want to comment on this month. But first
I must disagree with one comment on the roughing
gouge that was made in BH&E. It was stated that
whether you had a small diameter roughing gouge or
the larger flatter curved roughing gouge wasn’t impor-
tant since the arced shape meant there was only point
contact when cutting. This is simplification to the point
of error and could be disastrous if accepted as gospel.

To validate what I am saying, first hold a spindle
gouge to a workpiece, while turning the lathe by hand.
Now repeat using a roughing gouge and compare the
width of the cut. The roughing gouge will make a wider
cut (and the larger the diameter the wider the cut).
This wider cut means that the forces generated while
cutting are larger with a roughing gouge than with a
spindle gouge or bowl gouge. These larger forces can
readily lead to a dig in of dangerous proportions when
cutting the end grain on faceplate work.

One member of the Cubbyhouse (who shall remain
unnamed) can testify that it was dangerous enough to
lead to a snapped gouge and a bent tool rest (a Leady
so it was not a weak or poorly made rest). Photos of
the damaged pieces appeared in their magazine with a
report of the full circumstances.

Well then, how should faceplate pieces be roughed to
round? With a bowl gouge or a spindle gouge. I per-
sonally prefer to use the spindle gouge. It is usually
sharpened to 25o whereas the bowl gouge is generally
40o. This means the spindle gouge is sharper and will
cut with less drag. For this reason I also use it for
shaping the outside of the bowl and swap to the bowl
gouge for the inside where the larger angle provides
easier access when rubbing the bevel.

Luv, Santa

My wife stepped into the room where I was
working the other day and asked me if I would
go do some wood turning on the lathe.

"Of course," I replied, receiving anticipatory joy
at the thought of my wife's pleasure when I
would be finished creating the item for which
she had a need.

"What do you need? Maybe a new dibber or pos-
sibly a rolling pin or a vase? I have Persimmon,
Hickory, Mesquite, a little bit of Walnut and a
tad of Oak. What would you like?"

"Oh, I don't care," my wife replied. "I need
about six bags of shavings for the flower beds."

STORE ITEMS FOR SALE

Shirts (polo) $20
Club badges $5.00
Pen Kits $3.00 and up
Pen Kit Bushes $5.00
Pen Boxes $0.75 & up
Letter openers $4
Pepper Grinders $8.50
Salt Grinders $8.50
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Working with Wood Show 2009

There is a German folksong, that pops into my mind,
about Christmas actually, that goes “every year Christ-
mas comes with presents” etc. etc., every time I think of
the Working with Wood Show. It comes every year, ea-
gerly awaited by thousands of wood worms like myself,
and not only because of the presents.

It’s not that special tool or gadget or the exotic piece of
wood that makes us go to the show every year, it is also
the very skilful people and exhibits on show that are the
attraction. People like the indefatigable Sam Shakouri
with his stunning pieces of segmented turnings, like his
Globes and the Aussi football, which had all the school
k ids on the Friday go into raptures literally.

Our own Bob “Santa” Hodge, attracted quite a crowd
during his demonstration, as did the ubiquitous Bill
Shean, who had a great set up, with his own camera and
TV to give close up shots of his turning skills.

Our Club was represented by numerous members, who
one seemed to run into at every corner, everyone carry-
ing something they’d purchased, like that special tool or
gadget that we really really need, sooo badly!

It would be amiss not to mention the fantastic work the
apprentices displayed. It’s heart-warming to see the
young boys and girls produce such outstanding work.

Well, that was W.w.W-Show 2009, Bob Taylor, Vince
Harrison, George Hulme and myself did some Guild
duty, keeping an eye on the hundreds of items on dis-
play and for sale. Chris Dunn and Co from the Guild did
a wonderful job again to put the whole thing together.

This Christmas song pops up again in my head….
Well I’ll have to wait 12 Months.

Erich Aldinger
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