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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 111, 14th April 2009.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President’s Message

Firstly, welcome to new members Michael Hughes and
Dennis Mitchell and congratulations to Muriel Sultana,
David Malcolm and Colin Beal who have graduated
the Introductory Woodturning Course.

The Committee has accepted a proposal and plan for
the re-arrangement of the furniture and equipment in
the clubhouse and this will take effect shortly.

Through the generosity of member Darryl Lane, we
have acquired another variable speed lathe to add to
our collection for the use of all members.

Ronald Devine 02 9639 6099

Library:
Gary Hansell

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps, Mannie Farrugia and Dave Matthews.
Please let them know if you find any problems with any
of the machinery in the hall. Make a note of them on
the whiteboard outside the Tool Room.

Sick List: If anyone knows of any of our members or
their partners who are on the sick list, please contact
Graham Murray (0412 913 508) who will send a card
on behalf of the club.

Editor:
Bill Hartley (98716128)

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Brian Brooks.

Secretary:
Wayne Hipwell

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners
Programme 2009

Workshops: Every Tuesday from 9.30am, $5
Wednesday from 9.30am $5
Thursday from 9.30am, $5
Friday Night from 7.00pm. $3

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 10.00am
There is usually a demonstration by a guest turner
then Show & Tell. Lunch is provided. Cost $6.

Committee Meeting: The committee meeting is held
on the second Tuesday of the month starting at
7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are welcome to attend.

Coming Events:

April 19th Maxiday Ron Gibbs from Central Coast

May 17th Maxiday Bill Longhurst

April 30th Blacktown Street Fair

July or August Richard Raffan. He will also conduct
a workshop for 12 people. Approximate cost $35-40.

Want to be on a TV Show?

TRASH TO TREASURE STORY

Do you or someone you know have a garage or attic
full of hidden treasures?
We are looking to shoot a story about revamping some
old furniture.

We would love to shoot in the homeowner’s garage as
we uncover the perfect piece and preferably the home
owner would be on camera. The location would need
to be quiet and have good access.

I am looking to transform some larger pieces of furni-
ture like a table, a wardrobe or a kitchen buffet/hutch.
In an ideal situation we would have two identical
pieces of furniture to work on but this could be worked
around.

If you think this could be you or someone you know
please email me some pictures of both the garage and
the various pieces of furniture.

Please contact me on 02 9464 3326 or at
Cara.Isaacs@pacificmags.com.au

Thank you!
Cara Isaacs
Decorating Researcher
Better Homes & Gardens TV
35-51 Mitchell St,
McMahons Point NSW 2060
Tel (02) 9464 3326
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Blue Mountains Challenge 14th April

Once again it was a great day up the Blue Mountains
and it was a challenge in more ways than one. It was a
challenge for anyone to tackle the many activities taking
place all over the venue, which was again at the Blax-
land High School.

Our “Team“ consisted of Bob Hodge (Santa), Manny
Farrugia, George Wells, Graham Dawes, Brian Brooks,
Eddie Catford and yours truly, with Graham, George and
Santa fronting up as the “Challengers”.

For those who have not been to a Blue Mountains Chal-
lenge, it is an event to test the participating Clubs to
showcase their articles on a table display and have 3 of
their members take part in a one hour Mystery Chal-
lenge of who can produce an item in that time frame.

Due to a communication mix-up only two Clubs took part
in the Challenge, with the Blue Mountains team winning
with turned and folk art painted stools, very nice!

The Mystery Chal-
lenge, in which our
boys featured as
well, was an almost
impossible task in
the allotted time
frame. They had to
turn a pair of candle
sticks, with a cap-

tured ring and beads and holes measured to the exact
mm etc. etc….

Well our lads didn’t even have a Forstener bit, so it was
two candle sticks
without a hole to
put the candle in
and needless to say
no prize!
The winners were
the Ladies. Alas no
captured rings to be
seen anywhere.

In the table displays Blue Mountains won again hands
down with a magic show of wood turning and enhanced
items. Central Coast came 2nd with some beautiful
pieces and Northern Beaches took bronze. Our display

of mostly burl turnings and carvings… well, no prize
lads, try harder next time.

It isn’t that we walked away empty handed. Graham got
1st for guessing the weight of the purple heart piece (to
within 6 grams!) and Manny won 3rd with his magnificent
Lighthouse, featured elsewhere in this newsletter.

The guest turners were Andy Schmidt and Graeme Prid-
dle. Andy is regarded as “The Master of Mega Turning”.
He is a Sydney lad and had a captivated audience while
he tackled some big pieces of wood.

The other guest turner, Graeme Priddle, is a lanky lad
from the “Land of the Long White Cloud”, New Zealand.

I had not heard of
Graeme, but I’ve
discovered that he
is one of the most
talented turners in
NZ, who produces
some fantastic
stuff.
I must say though,
Graeme, don’t let
the safety officer
catch you demon-
strating (he does it
in bare feet).

It would be remiss
of me to not men-
tion two demon-
strators, who were
hidden away a bit
in a classroom and
a bit lonely (just
kidding), namely our own Anna Dawes and the ever jolly
Bill Sheans.

They presented a most informative program on turning
square or rectangular with or without sacrificial edges.
We should entice the pair to do a performance at our
Club one day.

The day ended with the presentations and lots of good-
byes to familiar faces. I can only emphasise to our club
members who were not there, that you missed a great
show.

Erich Aldinger
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Maxiday 15th March

Talk about a full week-end, yesterday the Blue Moun-
tains Challenge, today our Maxi-day with the bi-
monthly Guild meeting, which saw quite a few guests
from the various regions and all of us were treated to a
most informative demo by one of the great names in
turning, none other than George Hatfield.

Many of you would know that George is an Associate
Editor of the Australian Woodworker and meeting the
man in the flesh and seeing him tickle the skew chisel
with consummate ease is an experience not to be
missed. Thirty seven of our members and guests were
fortunate enough to have George share his immense
knowledge with us. We might all think we are pretty
good turners, until you see someone like George han-
dle the various tools and demonstrate the finer points
of beads and coves and fillets etc. It is then that you
realise how much more there is to learn.

George spent all
day with us, do-
ing the obligatory
Show and Tell
with great hu-
mour and also
very tactful in his
critique — a true
master.

Credit must also go to our new chef or more correctly
our “Catering Officer”, Brian Brooks who fed the mult i-
tudes without a murmur of complaint. Well done Brian.

Erich Aldinger

PS: Chris Dunn from the Guild, mentioned the
Working with Wood Show on the 19th,20th & 21st

June, for which members can pre-purchase their
tickets for $ 5.00 from the Club.

Put your Name on the list, and save yourself
money and “ No” queuing up to get into the show!

How many zeros in a billion???

This is too true to be funny...

The next time you hear a politician use the word
'billion' in a casual manner, think about whether you
want these politicians spending YOUR tax money.

A billion is a difficult number to comprehend, but
one advertising agency did a good job of putting
that figure into some perspective in one of its re-
leases.

A billion seconds ago it was 1959.

A billion minutes ago Jesus was alive.

A billion hours ago our ancestors were living in the
Stone Age.

A billion days ago no-one walked on the earth on
two feet.

A billion dollars ago was only 8 hours and 20 min-
utes, at the rate our government is spending it.
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Show & Tell 15th February

1 Erich Aldinger; Winged bowl of Red Mallee burl 10 George Wells; Camphor Laurel Cake stand

2 George Wells; Camphor Laurel bowl with lid 11 Eddie Catford; Vase of Acacia

3 Manny Farrugia; Segmented Bowl 12 Manny Farrugia; Segmented bowl

4 Eddie Catford; Jacaranda bowl with pyrography 13 George Wells; Platter; Various timbers

5 Erich Aldinger; Collapsible toy; Gidgee & Mulga 14 John Malysiak; Platter; Rosewood and London
Plane

6 Alan Eipper; Port bottle & glasses; Osage Orange,
Jarrah & Maple

15 Graham Dawes; Bowl; Coolibah

7 Manny Farrugia; Segmented Urn 16 Erich Aldinger; Lidded bowl with finial

8 Manny Farrugia; Segmented Lighthouse 17 George Wells; Platter

9 Graham Dawes; Jarrah burl bowl

1 2 3

5

4

6

7 8

9 10

13

11 12

14

16 17

15
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Want to help by doing some musical turning?

My name is Alan Lem and I am in great need of help from a
woodworking/turning artist from the Mountains. It's an un-
usual request which I think would be of great interest to
someone who has interest in music although this is not es-
sential.

I'm a music therapist based in Springwood. One of my activi-
ties involves playing Tibetan Singing Bowls which one plays
using wooden mallets. To create a sound one either hits the
bowl or rubs the mallet around the bowl’s rim which results in
a drone.
Here is a sample of my work:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bdz7TnVUBso

I have a collection of 15 bowls of different sizes. At the mo-
ment, each bowl sits on a specially designed foam-rubber
base to allow for the best quality of sound. Here is a picture
of one of my bowls on the base:

To enhance
their perform-
ance appeal
and to position
the bowls
higher off the
ground I would
like to create
15 individual
wooden stands
for each bowl. I
would like to
create a classy

look of a slightly, oriental, although modern, style. What I
envisage, as far as the concept is concerned, would proba-
bly look like this:

The wood, the finish, and the specific design of the stands
would depend on the creativity and invention of the artist.

What I would like to create is a holistic image for all the
bowls with the look more modern to that represented in the
image above. I used this image only to convey the basic
idea. However, there are some specific parameters I would
need to discuss first. In principle:

1. Each stand will have to be hollow inside to allow for
the insertion of the foam-rubber base which the
bowl needs to rest on. As each foam-base is differ-
ent and as all have already been made, the portion
of hollowness will be different for each wooden
stand. I will provide these details.

2. Each stand will have clearly specified diameters
and height that I will provide.

3. The diameter at the top must be made to my speci-
fications as it must correspond with the size of the
foam-rubber base. The diameter at the bottom may
only be equal to or greater to the top diameter, de-
pending on the design. If greater, its size must be
discussed with me first as some bowls are posi-
tioned very close to one another, and the stands
must allow for that.

I will provide the measurements in following way:
A – height of the stand
B – inside diameter on the top
C – suggested outside diameter on the top
D – maximum outside diameter at the bottom
E – the depth of the hollow part

I hope that you will be able to assist me. If you are interested
in the project I would appreciate it if you could contact me on
0434438889 or

a.lem@uws.edu.au

Best regards,

Dr Alan Lem
SSM Lecturer in Creative Music Therapy
Course Advisor, Master of Creative Music Therapy
Manager of Clinical Training
Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy Australia
Golden Stave Music Therapy Centre
University of Western Sydney
Locked Bag 1797
Penrith South DC NSW 1797, Australia
Ph: +61 247 360 240
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The Lighthouse

Emmanuel Farrugia developed an interest in seg-
mented turning and over recent years has refined the
techniques for perfecting tight joints between the many
pieces of which his items are constructed. He has
made many segmented bowls, platters and vases,
each one having an individual design.

After being in-
spired by the
lighthouse at
Coffs Harbour,
Manny tried to
do an oil paint-
ing of it, but his
hands had be-
come too shaky
for using that
medium, so he decided to do the job in timber. He de-
signed each section of the tower with its balcony,
doors, glass, porthole and finial top.

The timber
pieces are all of
New Guinea
rosewood glued
in 12 segment
rings of various
sizes. The light
rotates just like
a real one!

One feature which
attracted a lot of
attention was the
way the tower was
mounted on a burl
base which look
just like the rocks
where the light-
house is located.

The lighthouse was entered in the Blue Mountans
Challenge and won third prize overall.

—————————————————————

Psychiatrists vs. Bartender

EVER SINCE I WAS A CHILD, I'VE ALWAYS HAD
A FEAR OF SOMEONE UNDER MY BED AT
NIGHT. SO I WENT TO A SHRINK AND TOLD
HIM.

'I've got problems. Every time I go to bed I think
there's somebody under it.
I'm scared.
I think I'm going crazy.'

'Just put yourself in my hands for one year,' said
the shrink. 'Come talk to me three times a week
and we should be able to get rid of those fears..'

'How much do you charge?'
'Eighty dollars per visit,' replied the doctor.

'I'll sleep on it,' I said.

Six months later the doctor met me on the street.
'Why didn't you come to see me about those fears
you were having?' he asked.

'Well, Eighty bucks a visit three times a week for a
year is an awful lot of money!
A bartender cured me for $10.
I was so happy to have saved all that money that I
went and bought me a new pickup!'

'Is that so!'
With a bit of an attitude he said, 'and how, may I
ask, did a bartender cure you?'

'He told me to cut the legs off the bed! –
Ain't nobody under there now!!!'

SCREW THOSE SHRINKS.. GO HAVE A DRINK &
TALK TO YOUR BARTENDER!
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WISDOM AND WIT

 Arguments are never lost. They are stored in the
memory waiting for the chance to get even.

 A fool thinks that getting drunk proves he is a man.
 A man knows that getting drunk proves he is a fool

 You know darn well which side of your bread is
buttered. It’s the side that always hits the floor

 There is no such thing as rape, because a woman
with her dress up can run faster than a man with
his pants down.

 Treat every stressful event as though you are a
puppy. If you can’t eat it or play with it, just pee on
it and walk away.

From the murky mind of Sollymon

That’s Life

The local United Way office realized that it had never
received a donation from the town's most successful
lawyer. The volunteer in charge of contributions called
him to persuade him to contribute. "Our research
shows that out of a yearly income of more than
$600,000 you give not a penny to charity. Wouldn't you
like to give back to the community in some way?"

The lawyer mulled this over for a moment and replied,
"First, did your research also show that my mother is
dying after a long illness, and has medical bills that are
several times her annual income?" Embarrassed, the
United Way rep mumbled, "Um ... No."

"Second, that my brother, a disabled veteran, is blind
and confined to a wheel chair?" The stricken United
Way rep began to stammer out an apology, but was
cut off.

"Third, that my sister's husband died in a traffic acci-
dent," the lawyer's voice rising in indignation, "leaving
her penniless with three children?!" The humiliated
United Way rep, completely beaten, said simply, "I had
no idea ..."

On a roll, the lawyer cut him off once again, "... And I
don't give any money to them, so why should I give
any to you?!?"

First the Lord made man in the Garden of Eden.
Then he said to himself, "There's something
he's needing."

After casting about for a suitable pearl,
He kept messing around and created a girl.

Two beautiful legs, so long and so slender,
Round, slim, and firm, and ever so tender.

Two lovely hips to increase his desire,
And rounded and firm to bring out the fire.

Two lovely breasts, so full and so proud,
Commanding his eyes, as he whispers aloud.

Two lovely arms, just aching to bless you,
And two loving hands, to soothe and caress
you.

Soft, cascading hair hung down over her shoul-
der,
And two dreamy eyes, just to make him grow
bolder.

'Twas made for a man, just to make his heart
sing.

Then he added a mouth.

Ruined the whole damn thing!
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