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President’s Message
We now have an additional workshop day each week.
Thanks to Eddie Catford who has volunteered to be in
charge, we now are open each Thursday.

From our experience at Wisteria House fete: How
many Woodturners does it take to set up the awning?

Well at WSW Inc it’s 7. Count them.

1. Graham Dawes: had difficulty because
it wasn’t broken

2. Dave Matthews: as above, and is a
Pom to boot

3. Alan Kirkland: didn’t have his grader
or bulldozer

4. Erich Aldinger: couldn’t get to within a
300th of a mm accuracy

5. Bob Taylor: tried to talk it up, then
when it wouldn’t listen, spat the dummy and
walked off

6. Manny Farrugia: well, there were no
bits that needed gluing together

7. Ron Devine: without his expertise it
would never have come together!

Ron Devine

Library:
Wayne Hipwell

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps and Dave Matthews. Please let them
know if you find any problems with any of the machin-
ery in the hall.

Sick List: If anyone knows of any of our members or
their partners who are on the sick list, please contact
Graham Murray (0412 913 508) who will send a card
on behalf of the club.

Unfortunately Graham Murray is quite ill at the moment
but we can report that Tony Maberly is home from his
stay in Westmead Hospital. Best wishes to you lads for
a quick recovery.
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Bill Hartley (98716128)

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell.

Secretary:
Ian O’Connor (9715 3450)

ianroy56@bigpond.com

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners

Workshops:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 9.30am
(Entry $5) and every Friday Night starting at 7.00pm
(Entry $3)

Maxidays:
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am (Entry $6)
Usually a guest turner gives a demonstration, then
Show & Tell.
Lunch is provided.

Committee Meeting:
The committee meeting is held on the second Tues-
day of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums.
All are welcome to attend.

Coming Attractions:

Maxiday October 19th Ken Cooper

Maxiday November 16th Ernie Newman

Saturday November 8th Ladies Day

Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 106, 14th October 2008.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park
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MY TWO BABIES
By Graham Dawes

The inspiration of how to make a mini pen lathe from a small bench grinder came as a result of a visit by Rohan
McCardell to our old friend Bruce Leadbetter, member of the Southern Region.

Rohan explained the setup to me and I was keen to see what I could
do. We were lucky that just at this time, SuperCheap Auto were offer-
ing a complete small bench grinder as a Fathers Day special for $21.
I put it to some members of the Committee who agreed unanimously
that the club purchase two of these machines which would be con-
verted to small pen lathes to be kept in the storeroom and made
available to members at hand-on meetings.

It took me two
weeks to make
the mini lathes
out of scrap tim-
ber and steel
including some

RHS pieces donated by Vince Harrison. With the grinding wheels
removed, each motor was mounted on a bench made from two
pieces of 1 ¼ inch RHS. The main shaft was fitted with a 25mm
sleeve with six 5mm grub screws.

The tail stock was made from a piece of RHS and a 12.7mm
threaded rod (Booker rod). A nut was welded to one end and a
19mm bearing was fitted.

A mandrel was turned from a ¼ in bolt and a 5mm thread added
to one end.

Adjustment at the other end was by another ¼ in Whitworth thread and knurled brass nut.

The last photo shows Manny checking the trueness of the lathe using a dial indicator.
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Visit to the Hornsby Woodworking Men’s Shed

This club was formerly the
Hills District Triton Users
Group, but when Men’s
Sheds were becoming popu-
lar and the support from Tri-
ton was not as strong as it
once was, the committee saw
the advantages of gaining
wider appeal as a general
woodworking Men’s Shed,
catering for all aspects of the
hobby. As an added benefit,
there are also government
grants available for these
groups.

They meet at Headen Park
Hall, Sinclair Avenue,
Thornleigh and their club-
house (a former Scout Hall)
is well equipped with a won-
derful collection of table
saws, band saws, scroll
saws, routers, thicknessers,
jointers, dust extractors, os-
cillating sander, four lathes,
drill press, air purifiers as well as several storerooms packed with tools and accessories.

I accompanied Peter Bland to a Friday meeting. Peter had been invited to be the guest speaker for this evening.

I must say that I found every aspect of the club to be very impressive. The meeting was very well run and included
reports from the usual executives plus Toy Makers Report, Hall Extension Report, etc.

Peter had a great display of his pieces, especially his collection of over a hundred little Christmas trees (each of a dif-
ferent timber) and his turned chess set based on that of Matthew Flinders which is held in the Mitchell Library.
He spoke about the principles of good turning, the importance of eye and dust protection and the dangerous proper-
ties of most wood dust when inhaled.

Most impressive was his “trembleur”, a turned shaft of about 2mm diameter with tiny shapes all along its length.
These shapes were based on many of the items that Peter has himself turned, such as goblet, candle stick, bag han-
dle, etc.
The picture shows Peter adjusting the stand from which his trembleur hangs, so you can see how long it is and how
delicate your touch would need to be when turning one of these to avoid a catastrophe.

After the meeting there was Show & Tell and the raffle draw.

The club gets a lot of support from local business
firms and organisations, particularly for contribu-
tions for tools and safety equipment.

One of the most popular projects at the Mens’
Shed is toy making. An enthusiastic group of
members spend their time cutting out the pieces
and putting together toys such as this push-along
duck with flapping feet made from a truck inner-
tube.

They make variations on this design such as pen-
guins and these toys sell well at the club’s stalls,
such as the one coming up this month at the For-
estry Commission on Castle Hill Rd. Pennant
Hills.
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Decoration Day — by Neil Guthrie

On Saturday 20th

September Bob
Young and Neil Guth-
rie motored up to
Blaxland High School
in the Blue Mountains
to attend a decorative
finishes day put on by
the Blue Mountains
Woodturners. On ar-
rival we met up with
Graham Dawes, Alan
Phelps, John Talbot

and Darryl Lane from our club.

There were quite a few
demonstrators showing
the way they do things
and Bob and I found
Lindsay Skinner a most
helpful and willing im-
parter of ideas.

Caroline McCully was
there with her pyro-
graphy and we both
got some more tips.
There was fellow there
demonstrating chatter
chisels and also sell-
ing them.

Bill Shean showed how
to get various effects and
finishes using a Dremel
tool and had plenty of
takers willing to give it a
try. I liked the Dremel
that had a flexible drive
just like a dentist’s drill.

Graham Dawes took a video of the show and this tape
or a DVD will be available for loan from out library.

Tim Longhurst is the woodcarver responsible for the
flying geese shown opposite. He gave lessons in split-

ting timber to form the
wing feathers of the
geese.

Glenn Roberts, who was a
popular demonstrator at
our club this year,showed
various finishing effects
using colour and pyrogra-
phy.

Below are some of the other demonstrators who made
the Surface Decoration Workshop a success.

Darryl Smith Anna Dawes

Annette Barlow Andy Smith

David Laird Ernie Newman

Tony Nesbitt Kay Paton
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GEORGE WELLS AND HIS STOOLS FOR THE “NAUGHTY CORNER”

Cutting the timber for stool seats Checking the width of cuts Pencil gauge in use

Turning leg for the stool Gluing stool pieces together Completed masterpiece!

Show and Tell — 21st September

Bob Hodge (Santa): Segmented balls Raymond Saich: Bowl, Coolabah burl David Burns: 2 pens

George Wells: Stool, radiata pine Sid Churchward: Jacaranda Potpourri Graham Dawes: Mini pen lathe

Dom Vaticano: Lamp Stand, Mulga Dom Vaticano: Vase, Mango Dom Vaticano: Pedestal, Pine & camphor
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Around the Club

Peter Bohan obviously enjoys his turning

Bill Motrell shows a fine leg

Bill with his hexagonal ball

Now, if I was doing this…

I’m glad Dom has to clean up his own mess

Now I hope you can see the point of this…
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Bella Vista Outing 14th September

The vista was anything but bella when we first arrived
to set up. Storm clouds were hovering and the wind
was going to make erecting the covering for the ma-
chines a challenge.

Bob Jarvis convinced the people in charge to let us set
up in front of what was the shop where provisions
were issued in the farm’s heyday. At that position,
there was some protection afforded by a small section
of roof.

Due to other club commitments, we only took one
small lathe which was soon swung into action turning
out small bowls which had been predrilled back at the
club.

Bob soon had tops made for the juniors and we shared
the spotlight with a woman who was hand-shearing
sheep in front of our stand. I was called on to assist
the woman to return a shorn sheep to a pen and
standby while she caught her next client.

Terry Body came on a little bit later and so the top
turning and bowl turning was shared again. Alan
Phelps also turned up later and mentioned that he had
rung me to check on the weather situation but I had
already left. It was raining in his neck of the woods so
he thought he would see what transpired.

The crowds were down on previous years’ figures and
the weather certainly was the cause. At about 2:45pm
Hughie really sent it down and our little area was
awash and people were crowding into our area to es-
cape the heavy downpour. The lathe was switched off
and we started to pack up as best we could and when
the downpour finished, we packed up Bob’s vehicle
and returned to the clubhouse to unload.

A disappointing finish to one of our annual demonstra-
tions, but we live to fight another day.

Rohan McCardell

After having dug to a depth of 10 meters last year, Scot-
tish scientists found traces of copper wire dating back
100 years.
They came to the conclusion that their ancestors already
had a telephone network more than 100 years ago.

In the weeks that followed, not to be outdone by the
Scots, English scientists dug to a depth of 20 meters.
Shortly after, headlines in the English newspapers read:
'English archaeologists have found traces of 200 year old
copper wire. They have concluded that their ancestors
had an advanced high- tech communications network a
hundred years earlier than the Scots.'

One week later, 'The Kerrymen,' a southwest Irish news-
letter, reported the following:

After digging to a depth of 30 meters deep in a peat bog
near Tale, Paddy O'Droll, a self-taught archaeologist,
reported that he found absolutely nothing.
Paddy has therefore concluded that 300 years ago Ire-
land had already gone wireless.'

A man was riding his Harley beside a Sydney beach
when suddenly the sky clouded above his head and in a
booming voice, the Lord said. 'Because you have TRIED
to be faithful to me in all ways, I will grant you one wish.'

The biker pulled over and said, 'Build a bridge to New
Zealand so I can ride over anytime I want.'

The Lord said; 'Your request is materialistic. Think of the
enormous challenges for that kind of undertaking, the
supports required reaching the bottom of the Pacific and
the concrete and steel it would take! It will nearly exhaust
several natural resources. I can do it, but it is hard for me
to justify your desire for worldly things. Take a little more
time and think of something that could possibly help
mankind.'

The biker thought hard about it for a long time. Finally, he
said, 'Lord, I wish that I and all men could understand our
wives. I want to know how she feels inside, what she's
thinking when she gives me the silent treatment, why she
cries, what she means when she says nothing's wrong,
and how I can make a woman truly happy'.

The Lord replied; 'You want two lanes or four on that
bridge?
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A Day At The Western Woodies

There were shavings all around us
There was woodchip in the air
And the dust mites floated through the sun’s soft rays
T’was the Western Sydney Woodies
And the place was in full swing
To the fellas it was just one of those days

One cove has turned a pestle
For the mortar he would make
While another works to make a three leg stool
And someone likes to laminate
With little bits of wood
And one guy’s making up a special tool

Our production line is working well
We make these little bowls
For charity we raise a healthy sum
A lanky bloke is helping
A chap in a fancy hat
To make the blanks to keep our line ahum

The biggest lathe you’ve ever seen
Is sitting up one end
And on it there’s a massive red gum burl
While a bikie with a samurai sword
Is showering all in sight
As he shapes the thing and makes the shavings curl

At lunch time it’s a riot
Announcements must be made
And keeping order certainly gets tough
Some larrikins must have their say
With sometimes smart remarks
And other funny, often silly stuff

If anything is worthy
A picture will be done
And end up in our mighty ‘Westurn News’
They say that none is better
And we all know that’s true
This mob is just the happiest of crews

One member comes to have a nap
Amidst the noise and dust
We wouldn’t wake him up for anything
While the library is nicely stocked
With books and magazines
And the band saws have a busy sounding ring

Our membership keeps growing
Seems we’ll need an extra day
To cater for the needs of those who come
For there’s no one now to tell us
In those overbearing tones
That the things we do just simply can’t be done

So we do them ‘cause we can
And we get the things we need
And the members reap the benefit each day
And we always will remember
That our freedom was hard won
So that every member now can have their say

Neil Guthrie


