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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 100, 13 th May 2008.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President’s Message
Ron Devine

Many thanks to Joanne Farrugia for the great job of
making identification cards for all of our members. Her
creative and artistic skills have produced an out-
standing job. Incidentally, she and Manny have re-
cently become proud grandparents of Elizabeth Janice

Library:
We would like to thank Peter Ryan and Des Page for
donating to our Library a number of back issues of
“woody” magazines.

Included are many copies of Practical Woodworking
(1985-1992), Australian Woodworker (2004-2005) and
The Woodturner (2002-2003).

These have been added to our collection and are now
available for loan.

Also, thanks to the generosity of a couple of members,
our Library is in a position to operate a book ex-
change. Readers of novels, etc can borrow these
books or swap them if they wish for books they no
longer want to keep.

Bob Hodge (Santa) has
produced a training
DVD on the use of the
skew chisel. Called
“Taming of the Skew
Driver” it is designed to
dispel the fears that
some turners have re-
garding the use of this
tool.

Members may borrow a
loan copy from our Library, or purchase your own copy
to keep for $15.

Wayne Hipwell

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps and Dave Matthews. Please let them
know if you find any problems with any of the machin-
ery in the hall.

Sick List: : If anyone knows of any of our members
or their partners who are on the sick list, please con-
tact Graham Murray (0412 913 508) who will send a
card on behalf of the club.

Good to see Tony Maberly back on the job after a
heart scare.

Editor:
Bill Hartley (98716128)

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell.

Secretary:
Ian O’Connor (9715 3450)

ianroy56@bigpond.com

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners

Workshops:
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.30am (Entry $5)
and every Friday Night starting at 7.00pm (Entry $3)

Maxidays:
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am (Entry $6)
Usually a guest turner gives a demonstration, then
Show & Tell.
Lunch is provided.

15th June Glen Roberts

Committee Meeting:
The committee meeting is held on the second Tues-
day of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums.
All are welcome to attend.

Coming Outings:

31st May Blacktown Spring Fair

http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au/
mailto:williamhartley@optusnet.com.au
mailto:ianroy56@bigpond.com


Dutch Club Demonstration — 29th March

Erich Aldinger supplied this report of our participation
in the Dutch Club Festival on Saturday29th March at
St Marys.

I note that not only is his photography of a high stan-
dard with good exposure and all subjects in focus, but
he is quite adept at sending the shots to me over the
Internet. Thank you Erich for helping out by supplying
this material for our newsletter.

The demonstrators present on Saturday or Sunday
were Robert Taylor, Wayne Hipwell, Neil Guthrie,
David Matthews, Alan Phelps, Allan Kirkland, Ron De-
vine and Erich Aldinger.

Thanks to the efforts of these members we were able
to add $142.10 towards our charity.
HOW TO CALL THE POLICE WHEN YOU'RE OLD
AND DON'T MOVE FAST ANYMORE.

George Phillips of Meridian, Mississippi was going up
to bed when his wife told him that he'd left the light
on in the garden shed, which she could see from the
bedroom window.

George opened the back door to go turn off the light
but saw that there were people in the shed stealing
things.

He phoned the police, who asked "Is someone in your
house?" and he said "no". Then they said that all pa-
trols were busy, and that he should simply lock his
door and an officer would be along when available.
George said, "Okay," hung up, counted to 30, and
phoned the police again.

"Hello, I just called you a few seconds ago because
there were people stealing things from my shed Well,
you don't have to worry about them now because I've
just shot them." Then he hung up.

Within five minutes three police cars, an Armed Re-
sponse Unit, and an ambulance showed up at the Phil-
lips' residence and caught the burglars red-handed.

One of the Policemen said to George: "I thought you
said that you'd shot them!" George said, "I thought
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you said there was nobody available!"
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Maxiday Demonstration — 20th April

We certainly were privileged to
have Carolyn McCully as our
demonstrator this month and I
haven’t seen the boys so inter-
ested and attentive before. It
appears half a dozen or so
members have bought pyro-
graphy gear over the years but
none has got any satisfaction
from using it.

The time certainly was ripe for
a visit from an expert, and this
is how Carolyn is regarded.
The latest issue 138 of the
Australian Woodworker has a great article by her on
the whole process from an original photograph through
the tracing, burning and colouring processes.

Carolyn brought a wonderful
display of examples of her
work and explained all the
equipment and processes
associated with the art of
pyrography. She gave details
about the different brands of
burning tools, the different
tips, blue Saral paper for
tracing the pattern onto the
timber and the paints and
coloured pencils

Her talk and demonstration
was really inspirational particularly to those members
who had brought their burners along with the hope of
getting some help with their problems.

Alan thinks it’s just like colouring in

Come on Doc. Just pretend it’s a scalpel

Neil made quick progress with the Razertip burner

We made a videotape of the demonstration and have
converted it to a DVD. Both of these may be borrowed
from our Library.
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Show & Tell 20th April

Erich with his clocks Graham showing his box with brass
powder insert

Thanks to Claudio Sandoval for the
great Maxiday pictures

John Malysiak
Segmented Vase
New Guinea Rosewood,
Cedar and Pine
Instant Estapol

Erich Aldinger
Donut Clock
Finished with Wattyl 7008

Erich Aldinger
Banksia Nut Clock

Erich Aldinger
Saturn Box on Stand
Finished with Wattyl 7008

Graham Murray
Lidded Boxes
Banksia Nut and brass
powder insert
Timber unknown

Erich Aldinger
Penny Box
Silky Oak

Neil Guthrie
Red Gum Burl
Finished with Wattyl 7008

Neil Guthrie
Coolabah Burl
Finished with Wattyl 7008
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Easter Gifts for the Hospital.

One of the pleasures we enjoy at the club is the joy of
giving presents to cheer up sick children. This Easter
we filled some of our little charity bowls with Easter
Eggs and Ron Devine and Rohan McCardell went over
and made the presentations to the occupants of the
Children’s Ward at Blacktown Hospital.

The gifts were gratefully received by the kids and the
wonderful staff, who themselves organised a raffle to
raise funds for the ward, showing a great spirit and
concern for the little patients.

President Ron Devine with nurse Cathy Barrie

Patients Madison and Summer

Nurse Cairene

These Seven Dwarfs were left over from a promotion
on Snow White at the local Target store. When it came
to an end there was great competition to claim the little
guys for themselves, but the wise manager decided
that they would go to the hospital for the kids to enjoy.

How good are you at matching the seven little people
with some current club personalities?

Answers on Page 6

Dopey: the youngest and sweetest of the seven,
and the only one to be completely ‘armless.

__________________

Grumpy: the grouchiest of the group. Has been
known to walk out of meetings or even parties.

__________________

Doc: Wears glasses (so presumably is intellec-
tual). A real bookish type.

__________________

Happy: the most friendly of the dwarfs; has a
beard and wears a maroon tunic.

__________________

Bashful: evokes his bashful nature through a
classic pose of shyness. A star of the small
screen.

__________________

Sneezy: frequently shown with one finger un-
derneath his nose, as if trying to stifle a
sneeze. Loves using Wattyl 7008.

__________________

Sleepy: wears a perpetually sleepy looking,
heavily lidded expression on his face. Barbeques
great snags.

__________________

http://www.essortment.com/all/sevendwarfsnam_rygj.htm
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Merrylands Central
Gardens — 13th April

Members who were
game enough to brave
the elements and had no
worry about the occa-
sional shower dampening
their spir its were:
Bob Young, Alan
Starkey, Don Nixon,
Dave Matthews, Tony
Maberly and Bob Hodge.

A fine effort and they
raised $55.40 for charity,
too.

To add insult to injury,
the boys copped another
downpour when they got
back to the clubhouse to
put all the gear away!

Answers:
Are you serious? It’s more than my life’s worth!

Twelve Turning Timbers

Across

3. Used for boat-building in Tasmania
5. West Australian hardwood
7. Has edible nuts
9. Grafton's favourite tree
11. Termite proof house frame timber
12. Has very fragrant shavings

Down

1. As black as the Ace of Spades
2. Popular furniture timber
4. Black hearted
6. Acacia Aneura
8. A favourite fruit of Italians
10. Canadian flag

1

2
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4

5
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8

9 10

11

12

EclipseCrossword.com
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Your Turn — Peter Bland

Before retiring from work, Peter had a career as an
industrial engineer. He knew about Email before the
Internet was invented because that was the name of
the company that he worked for. Peter started there
drawing plans for their products and finishing up as a
consultant on computer programs for machine control.

He has always been interested in doing things with his
hands including building a small cottage down the
coast. He likes woodwork and has made quite a few
pieces of furniture for the home. You can see from the
photos of the things he has fabricated that his metal
working skills are also considerable, but he admits his
welding talents are just good enough to get by.

Peter inherited an old lathe and needed to obtain a nut
of a particular size to make something for it. It was at
the “Nut House” in North Parramatta that he got into
conversation with Rohan McCardell and of course that
led to an invitation to visit our club which he joined
shortly after. He attended a series of turning classes
and has become a competent turner.

He prefers to make
novelties such as the
Christmas trees. He
now has 88 of these,
each made from a
different timber. His
clutch of eggs in a
camphor bowl dem-
onstrate that he cer-
tainly has “tamed the
skew”.

These little dolls are
Sadie the Cleaning
Lady with her Guard-
ian Angel.

Why are these dumbbells so
heavy?
That’s a loaded question!

Peter’s lathe started out like mine, as a basic Jet mini
lathe with bed extension, but have a look at what he
has done to it.

Notice the indexing ring all carefully drilled and
marked. It is attached at the head end with a locating
pin provided to hold the shaft in any of 48 positions.

In order to turn a 12 inch diameter plate surround, he
has manufactured an extension to the lathe bed, so
that the job fits between the normal end of the lathe
and the extension which has the banjo mounted.
A drive shaft runs from the scroll chuck at the head-
stock to a bearing mount at the other end.
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Peter intends to use his longer bed for having a go at
turning one of those long, thin dongles that Ken Coo-
per demonstrated one Maxiday, the “trembleur”. To
help with this project, he has fabricated several centre
steadies, not only fitted with rollers but with provision
for string steadies as well. The heavier one is intended
for use when turning a baseball bat.

Similar to those at the club, there is an exhaust fan
fitted over the headstock end of the lathe, but Peter
says that it doesn’t seem to be helping when he is
working at the other end of his elongated shaft.

Like several others at our club, Peter is keen on mak-
ing his own versions of tools and jigs which he has
seen. Below is his version of the ball turning jig.

These fourteen tools have been handmade by Peter,
each one for a special use.

Of course the sharpening jig is homemade as well.

Any Questions?

On our recent cruise, the hostess for the English speak-
ing passengers gave a talk on how things worked on the
ship and on excursions ashore.

While waiting for some late arrivals, she used the time to
list some of the stupid questions that she had been asked
over recent years, such as:

Do the crew sleep on board?

What happens to the ice sculptures when they melt?

Does the ship have its own electricity generators?

Have you seen my wife?

What time is the midnight supper?

Are there any elevators that go to the front of the boat?

Do the stairs go up or down?

There are so many languages on board, I can’t work out
what’s mine.

How do I know which photos are mine?


