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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 102, 10 th June 2008.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President’s Message
For the information of members, Graham Dawes is a JP
and is available for such things as witnessing signatures.

Congratulations to John Talbot, Alan Eipper, Ray Sparks
and Matthew Sparks who have graduated in Introductory
Woodturning by completing the Monday evening course
conducted by Bob Hodge.

Because of the success of the demo at the Blacktown
Festival where we sold over 30 bowls, we desperately
need to replenish our stock for future sales, so please all
get busy.

Don’t forget to plan to come to our next Maxiday on 15th

June when our special guest turner will be Glen Roberts.
He really is a class act! Also, bring along something for
Show & Tell.

Ron Devine

Library: See Wayne Hipwell if you would like to know
what is currently available from our library

Please remember that all care should be taken with bor-
rowed items and to bring them back as soon as you are
finished. Just as in other libraries one month is usually
sufficient time to have an item out.

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps and Dave Matthews. Please let them know
if you find any problems with any of the machinery in the
hall.

Sick List: If anyone knows of any of our members or
their partners who are on the sick list, please contact
Graham Murray (0412 913 508) who will send a card on
behalf of the club.

Editor:
Bill Hartley (98716128)

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell .

Secretary:
Ian O’Connor (9715 3450)

ianroy56@bigpond.com

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
A reminder that subscription fees are due at the end of
this month. A form is provided at the back of this news-
letter and bring or send your money to the club, not di-
rectly to the Guild. We forward it on to them later.

Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners

Workshops:
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.30am (Entry $5) and
every Friday Night starting at 7.00pm (Entry $3)

Maxidays:
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am (Entry $6)
Usually a guest turner gives a demonstration, then Show
& Tell.
Lunch is provided.

Committee Meeting:
The committee meeting is held on the second Tuesday
of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are
welcome to attend.

Christmas in July

The Christmas in July lunch is being held on the third
Sunday in July, 20th instead of the usual Maxiday. There
will be no meeting at the club on this day.

All members are encouraged to come along and enjoy
the company of fellow members and their partners at the
Toongabbie/Seven Hills RSL for a smorgasbord lunch-
eon at 12noon. Please add your names to the list at the
club so that we have an idea of how many intend to at-
tend.

Coming Outings:

Saturday 6th September — St Marys Spring Festival
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User guide for Wattyl 7008 Neil Guthrie
I’m often asked about the fin ish I prefer to use on my turned
pieces. My answer is always Wattyl 7008.
Some people have had success with this product and some
haven’t so I have set out below the steps I follow to achieve
the best result. I hope they are of some help.
This product produces a high gloss finish that is very hard
and doesn’t scuff easily.

1. The product comes in a two part pack and has to
be mixed as needed so don’t mix a lot at a time.

2. Part A and part B are mixed in a resealable air tight
jar in equal amounts. To this you must add an equal
measure of Wattyl reducer. This is a specially for-
mulated Thinners for use with this product. You
now have three equal measures of part A, part B
and reducer in the jar. Put the lid on and shake
gently to mix.

3. The Item to be coated is sanded to a high finish
which can be achieved starting with 80 grit and
working your way through the grits to finish with 320
grit. There is always residue from the sanding so I
dampen a cloth with thinners and wipe the dust
from the piece. This evaporates quickly so you can
apply the first coat.

4. I always use a latex glove on the hand that I use to
apply the mixture as I prefer not to be absorbing
this stuff in through my pores. I apply the mix with a
piece of rag about 9 inches square (old sheets are
excellent). I fold the cloth three times and then dou-
ble it over to make a small pad big enough to cover
the top of the jar.

5. Inverting the jar to impregnate the pad and with the
item still attached to the lathe, I rotate the piece by
hand and apply the saturated cloth. I always start in
the centre of the bowl or platter and work outwards

6. The first coat is inclined to soak in and on some
timbers doesn’t appear to have been coated at all.
As I always finish the bottom of the piece first it can
be removed from the lathe and set aside to dry.

7. Allow at least 8 hours to dry and remount on the
lathe. Using a fine steel wool, start the lathe and
very lightly rub back the surface. Once again wipe
any residue off with a thinners dampened cloth and
apply a second coat.

8. This procedure is then repeated to achieve coat 3
and coat 4. Usually 4 coats are enough but if
needed don’t hesi tate to do more.

9. You should store the mixed 7008 in a refrigerator
inside a slightly larger container to avoid the odour
affecting food stored in the refrigerator. It will last for
approximately 5 or 6 days. Erich Aldinger tells me
that if you keep it in the freezer there is no odour
problem. Once it turns the consistency of light syrup
don’t use it unless to fill up some pappy or semi rot-
ted grain. It’s good for this as it plasticizes the rot-
ting timber enabling it to be turned. If you try to use
it as a finishing coat it will smear.

10. Others may use slightly different methods but after
twenty odd years of using 7008 I find this the best
way for me. Experiment for yourself and you’ll get a
result that will please you.

That Word

There’s a word that sounds an echo
And it’s used in many ways
For it has so many meanings as I’ll show
And we use it rather loosely
As we bandy words about
In the course of daily living as you’ll know

The word I bring to notice
Is a very special one
And I write it now upon this modern slate
For there’s nothing quite as Aussie
When two friends are sort of close
As to honour some close pal and call him “Mate”

Woodies have a lot in common
And the mateship’s very strong
For we learn from one another every day
And you help the other fella
And ask nothing in return
For you wouldn’t see him suffer come what may

But remember there’s another Mate
The one that’s always there
Helping, offering advice in daily life
And she backs you in your hobby
She admires your crafty deeds
She’s the one who knows you best ‘cause she’s your wife

Woodies’ wives are very special
They endure an awful lot
Like the shavings and the wood dust in your clothes
And the finer dust that follows you
When entering the house
Just how it gets there no one ever knows

Occasionally she finds a nail
Or Philips headed screw
On the sideboard near the cut glass water jug
She just mutters as she puts it
In a saucer by your bed
And she might just give your ear a hefty tug

So it’s all the woodies’ ladies
Who deserve a high salute
For their patience with our dusty carefree gait
But they’ll probably just settle
For a kiss just now and then
As it’s she who is your very dearest mate

Neil Guthrie


