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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 102, 10 th June 2008.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President’s Message
For the information of members, Graham Dawes is a JP
and is available for such things as witnessing signatures.

Congratulations to John Talbot, Alan Eipper, Ray Sparks
and Matthew Sparks who have graduated in Introductory
Woodturning by completing the Monday evening course
conducted by Bob Hodge.

Because of the success of the demo at the Blacktown
Festival where we sold over 30 bowls, we desperately
need to replenish our stock for future sales, so please all
get busy.

Don’t forget to plan to come to our next Maxiday on 15th

June when our special guest turner will be Glen Roberts.
He really is a class act! Also, bring along something for
Show & Tell.

Ron Devine

Library: See Wayne Hipwell if you would like to know
what is currently available from our library

Please remember that all care should be taken with bor-
rowed items and to bring them back as soon as you are
finished. Just as in other libraries one month is usually
sufficient time to have an item out.

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps and Dave Matthews. Please let them know
if you find any problems with any of the machinery in the
hall.

Sick List: If anyone knows of any of our members or
their partners who are on the sick list, please contact
Graham Murray (0412 913 508) who will send a card on
behalf of the club.

Editor:
Bill Hartley (98716128)

williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell .

Secretary:
Ian O’Connor (9715 3450)

ianroy56@bigpond.com

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
A reminder that subscription fees are due at the end of
this month. A form is provided at the back of this news-
letter and bring or send your money to the club, not di-
rectly to the Guild. We forward it on to them later.

Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners

Workshops:
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.30am (Entry $5) and
every Friday Night starting at 7.00pm (Entry $3)

Maxidays:
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am (Entry $6)
Usually a guest turner gives a demonstration, then Show
& Tell.
Lunch is provided.

Committee Meeting:
The committee meeting is held on the second Tuesday
of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are
welcome to attend.

Christmas in July

The Christmas in July lunch is being held on the third
Sunday in July, 20th instead of the usual Maxiday. There
will be no meeting at the club on this day.

All members are encouraged to come along and enjoy
the company of fellow members and their partners at the
Toongabbie/Seven Hills RSL for a smorgasbord lunch-
eon at 12noon. Please add your names to the list at the
club so that we have an idea of how many intend to at-
tend.

Coming Outings:

Saturday 6th September — St Marys Spring Festival

http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au/
mailto:williamhartley@optusnet.com.au
mailto:ianroy56@bigpond.com
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User guide for Wattyl 7008 Neil Guthrie
I’m often asked about the fin ish I prefer to use on my turned
pieces. My answer is always Wattyl 7008.
Some people have had success with this product and some
haven’t so I have set out below the steps I follow to achieve
the best result. I hope they are of some help.
This product produces a high gloss finish that is very hard
and doesn’t scuff easily.

1. The product comes in a two part pack and has to
be mixed as needed so don’t mix a lot at a time.

2. Part A and part B are mixed in a resealable air tight
jar in equal amounts. To this you must add an equal
measure of Wattyl reducer. This is a specially for-
mulated Thinners for use with this product. You
now have three equal measures of part A, part B
and reducer in the jar. Put the lid on and shake
gently to mix.

3. The Item to be coated is sanded to a high finish
which can be achieved starting with 80 grit and
working your way through the grits to finish with 320
grit. There is always residue from the sanding so I
dampen a cloth with thinners and wipe the dust
from the piece. This evaporates quickly so you can
apply the first coat.

4. I always use a latex glove on the hand that I use to
apply the mixture as I prefer not to be absorbing
this stuff in through my pores. I apply the mix with a
piece of rag about 9 inches square (old sheets are
excellent). I fold the cloth three times and then dou-
ble it over to make a small pad big enough to cover
the top of the jar.

5. Inverting the jar to impregnate the pad and with the
item still attached to the lathe, I rotate the piece by
hand and apply the saturated cloth. I always start in
the centre of the bowl or platter and work outwards

6. The first coat is inclined to soak in and on some
timbers doesn’t appear to have been coated at all.
As I always finish the bottom of the piece first it can
be removed from the lathe and set aside to dry.

7. Allow at least 8 hours to dry and remount on the
lathe. Using a fine steel wool, start the lathe and
very lightly rub back the surface. Once again wipe
any residue off with a thinners dampened cloth and
apply a second coat.

8. This procedure is then repeated to achieve coat 3
and coat 4. Usually 4 coats are enough but if
needed don’t hesi tate to do more.

9. You should store the mixed 7008 in a refrigerator
inside a slightly larger container to avoid the odour
affecting food stored in the refrigerator. It will last for
approximately 5 or 6 days. Erich Aldinger tells me
that if you keep it in the freezer there is no odour
problem. Once it turns the consistency of light syrup
don’t use it unless to fill up some pappy or semi rot-
ted grain. It’s good for this as it plasticizes the rot-
ting timber enabling it to be turned. If you try to use
it as a finishing coat it will smear.

10. Others may use slightly different methods but after
twenty odd years of using 7008 I find this the best
way for me. Experiment for yourself and you’ll get a
result that will please you.

That Word

There’s a word that sounds an echo
And it’s used in many ways
For it has so many meanings as I’ll show
And we use it rather loosely
As we bandy words about
In the course of daily living as you’ll know

The word I bring to notice
Is a very special one
And I write it now upon this modern slate
For there’s nothing quite as Aussie
When two friends are sort of close
As to honour some close pal and call him “Mate”

Woodies have a lot in common
And the mateship’s very strong
For we learn from one another every day
And you help the other fella
And ask nothing in return
For you wouldn’t see him suffer come what may

But remember there’s another Mate
The one that’s always there
Helping, offering advice in daily life
And she backs you in your hobby
She admires your crafty deeds
She’s the one who knows you best ‘cause she’s your wife

Woodies’ wives are very special
They endure an awful lot
Like the shavings and the wood dust in your clothes
And the finer dust that follows you
When entering the house
Just how it gets there no one ever knows

Occasionally she finds a nail
Or Philips headed screw
On the sideboard near the cut glass water jug
She just mutters as she puts it
In a saucer by your bed
And she might just give your ear a hefty tug

So it’s all the woodies’ ladies
Who deserve a high salute
For their patience with our dusty carefree gait
But they’ll probably just settle
For a kiss just now and then
As it’s she who is your very dearest mate

Neil Guthrie
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Guild Meeting at the Cubbyhouse
By Erich Aldinger

At the Cubby house meeting of the Southern Region
Woodturners, which was also a Guild meeting, I ran
into Sandy May, who happens to be Santa's daughter
— yes, our "Santa".

Like her old man, she is also a very good turner in her
own right.

The platter bowl which she made of Brazilian blood-
wood is absolutely a masterpiece, and rightly earned
its second prize at the Royal Easter Show.

As the saying goes “The apple doesn’t fall far from the
tree!”

Bill Shean, the Editor of By Hand & Eye was the guest
demonstrator, and not too bad either I must tell you.
He gave a fantastic demo on square and rectangular
platter turning without sacrificial edges, a skill to be
attempted by only the brave and game tuners.

Bruce Leadbeater was also in attendance. It was good
to see the old warhorse and have a chat with him.

Death and Taxes

A true story from Erich Aldinger.

Death is not usually welcomed, and so it was when I
visited my brother-in-law in hospital with his younger
brother.

It is not easy to find words of comfort when someone
who is dear to you lies there with the Grim Reaper just
around the corner.

So it was with us, when Barry, the younger brother,
said in a very sad voice to his dying sibling “I wish it
was me lying there, you’ve got so much to live for.”

Well what can one say? I said “Listen Bazza, sooner
or later we are all going to be in that position. There is
nothing surer than death and taxes.
Have a look at US. We are going to have to put up
with bloody Howard’s GST!“

Bazza turned to his brother and said in a solemn voice
“You lucky bastard”.

Michael died peacefully a couple of weeks later.
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Maxiday 18th May

Our guest demonstrator was
Simon Priem, well known to
many members as he was a
member of our club many
years ago but now associ-
ates with the Hawkesbury
group. We also see him
when we demonstrate at the
Dutch Club where he has a
stand next to ours.

Simon is an experienced turner and is a life member of
the Guild. He trained as a cabinet maker in the land of
his birth, The Netherlands, but after coming to Austra-
lia became a builder and has been self-employed ever
since.

The work of that famous
Dutch architect and artist
M C Escher obviously
had a profound effect on
Simon who is a master of
wooden puzzles and
loves challenging the au-
dience as to how they are
made and/or pulled apart.

Sitting through a Simon Priem
demo is like watching a perform-
ance of Mandrake the Magician, so
amazing and puzzling are his exhib-
its which he kept producing from his
boxes of tricks. I have never seen
such attention from the audience
whom Simon held transfixed for two
hours without using the lathe.

Simon joinery skills were obvious by the quality of his
hand-sawn dovetail joints which
fitted perfectly. Mind you, some
of these joints which featured
dovetails going in overlapping
directions looked like impossi-
ble figures such as the one
above which has five sides with
a dovetail on each.

This is what Simon made from an old bookcase he
was given. He described this shape as the waste pro-
duced by a pencil sharpener.

This one brought a few gasps from the audience as it
wiggled in Simon’s hands just like a live snake. The
challenge was to work out how each segment was
joined to its neighbours while allowing such flexibility.

Simon showed this turned
piece consisting of beads
and coves which fit together
rather perfectly when the
piece was sawn through the
centre
Bob Hodge has accepted the
challenge of making one as
good as, or better.

Simon does hand carving
of timber and showed sev-
eral of his creations. After
working on one particular
piece, a gecko, a kooka-
burra suddenly swooped
and attacked his creation,
breaking its legs off while

banging it on the pavement. You can be too good!
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Graham Dawes was a second presenter at the May
Maxiday and gave lesson on producing an “emerging
bowl” originally featured last year by Guilio Marcolongo
on his visit to the club.

When we were unsure whether Simon would turn up
on Sunday because he is a bit hard to contact, Gra-
ham stepped in and prepared his “backup” demonstra-
tion.

He did a good job of
showing how this at-
tractive piece is made
and came prepared
with several versions
he had “prepared ear-
lier” to illustrate the
various stages in the
process.

Graham also brought along his collection of turning
jigs and tools. Below is a Longworth chuck which is a
homemade version designed to do the same job as a
set of Cole jaws by holding the already finished part of
a job while the other end is turned and finished.

Graham also showed a vacuum chuck, ball cutting jig,
and a mounting device made from a nut to fit the spin-
dle of the lathe with Ramset nails welded to it, de-
signed for the end-grain of green timber. Just like they
use for holding a chicken on a spit over a barbeque!

Show & Tell 18th May

Simon Priem conducted the session which sadly did
not contain our usual number of exhibits, although the
standard was high.

Mike Harvey presented his chess set made from Hoop
Pine and New Guinea Rosewood. The pieces were
finished with Friction Polish while the board was
sprayed with Estapol. The effort Mike put into this pro-
ject over many weeks has produced a result of a stan-
dard we would all like to emulate.

Manny Farrugia had some cased
pen and letter opener sets as well
as a jewellery box with a secret
drawer.

This work in progress
comes from George
Wells who is determined
to perfect this seg-
mented turning caper.

It’s good to see he no
longer is on his “L’s”.

Simon Priem displayed some of his small novelties
and toys and Eddie Catford showed this attractive
Camphor Laurel fruit bowl as well as a vase turned
from Jacaranda.
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Your Turn — Desmond Page

Des left school at 14 and worked as a messenger boy
around Sydney on a bike for 2 years before getting an
apprenticeship in fitting and machining. He went to the
Department of Aircraft Production, building Beaufort
bombers and Beaufighters (the “whispering death”)
during 1941 to 1942. He got a release from them in
1942 and joined the Air Force, doing his technical
training in Canberra on aero-engines, before moving to
Melbourne.

Des working on the famous Merlin Spitfire engine

Then Des was posted to an Elementary Flying Train-
ing School as an aero-engine fitter. From there he was
posted to 548 RAF Spitfire Squadron until the war’s
end in 1945. He then went to 87 Photo Reconnais-
sance Mosquito Squadron until 1949. Des then served
till 1960, spending some time in every airforce base in
Australia at that time. Vivid among his memories is an
incident at Parkes aerodrome one morning when they
had to hunt a mob of sheep off the runway so that
planes could land safely when the fog lifted.

Running up the engine after service

His last posting was 3 years on instructional duties at
Point Cook in Victoria as a decompression chamber
operator and as a Martin-Baker ejection seat and
safety equipment instructor at the Institute of Aviation
Medicine. The aim was to categorise young pilots for
high altitude flying by evaluating their performance on
puzzles and mathematical tests when the oxygen con-
tent was lowered in the chamber to simulate 20,000ft.
altitude.

After the war, Des spent time with de Havilland, then
BHP where for 5 years he was involved in building the
10ft diameter water pipeline from Warragamba Dam to
Prospect. He explained that each 30ft section of the
above-ground pipe weighed 30 tons. He then worked
at Carrier Air Conditioning until he retired in 1984.

Des became interested in woodturning while in the Air
Force so built himself a wood lathe and taught himself
wood turning. He was introduced to the Western Syd-
ney Woodturners by Bill Moore and learned from Gra-
ham Dawes and Adrian Varendregt. He has been a
member for about 7 years. He particularly likes the
professionalism of the instructors, the companionship
of all the members and the fact that we are continually
adding to and upgrading our machinery, such as the
new lathes and the big bandsaw.
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Des eagerly looks forward to our Maxidays and loves
to attend the demonstrations although sadly these
days he finds it difficult to see very well. He suffers
from progressive macular degeneration, but, as he
says, that doesn’t stop him from enjoying life.

Des and his wife Nell (the cook, cleaner, etc and now
his “seeing-eye dog”) moved into their home at Black-
town 60 years ago and their address hasn’t changed.

The house and the shed contain the usual display of
examples of Des’ turning although he has given away
many pieces over the years. He can’t see well enough
to turn these days but continues his enthusiasm for the
vegetable garden and gains much pleasure from feed-
ing some friendly rainbow lorikeets which regularly visit
his yard.

A blonde walks into a pharmacy and asks the assistant for
some rectum deodorant. The pharmacist, a little be-
mused, explains to the woman they don't sell rectum de-
odorant, and never have.

Unphased, the blonde assures the pharmacist that she
has been buying the stuff from this store on a regular ba-
sis and would like some more.

"I'm sorry", says the pharmacist, "we don't have any"

"But I always buy it here," says the blonde

"Do you have the container that it came in?" asks the
pharmacist..

"YES", said the blonde, "I'll go home and get it."

She returns with the container and hands it to the phar-
macist who looks at it and says to her,

"This is just a normal stick of underarm deodorant"

Annoyed, the blonde snatches the container back and
reads out loud from the container.........

" TO APPLY, PUSH UP BOTTOM "
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WESTERN SYDNEY WOODTURNERS INC. # 9885415

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2008 – 2009 ( DUE BY 30TH JUNE 2008 )

I, ………………………………………………………………. Member No…………………..

of………………………………………………………… Suburb ……………………………..

Postcode ……………. Date of Birth ………/………/……… wish to renew my membership of

Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. for a further period of twelve ( 12 ) months commencing from

July 1st, 2008 Herewith my payment by cheque / money order or cash.

Please mark the following, appropriate box, with an X :

I will collect my card from Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. Club house

Please post my membership card without a receipt ( I have enclosed a stamped self addressed
envelope ).

Please post my membership card with a receipt ( I have enclosed a stamped self addressed
envelope )

Annual Subscription: $30 (Juniors $5.00 until 18 yrs). Cheque or Money Order only when paying by
mail. All payments to be made payable to Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. and sent, with this
completed form, to Membership Secretary, PO Box 4008, Lalor Park NSW 2147 before 30th

June 2008.

WESTERN SYDNEY WOODTURNERS INC. # 9885415

CHANGE OF ADDRESS and / or DETAILS

—
If you are about to, or have changed your address or any details you may have previously given us, or wish
to provide further details about yourself, such as a new telephone number or email address, please fill out
the following and forward to The Membership Secretary, PO Box 4008, Lalor Park NSW 2147 as
soon as possible. Do not rely on telling anyone other than the above.

Name ………………………………………………………. Membership No …………………………

New Address: ………………………………………………. Suburb ………………………………….

Post Code: ………… Phone No: …………………………….. Mobile No …………………………….

Fax No: ………………………….. Email address: ………………………………………………………..

Occupation ( past or present ) ………………………………………………………………………………

Working Retired Semi Retired


