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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 95, 9th October 2007.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park

President’s Message
It’s pleasing to see that every month we are continuing
to attract new members to our club. This is because of
the encouragement given by our members at our
community demonstrations, no doubt assisted by the
current general recognition of the many benefits of
belonging to a “Men’s Shed”.

Our thanks to Henry Brothers for the donation of a
bandsaw blade for the club. We also received a $50
voucher from Bunnings for our demonstration there
which we spent on an electric power drill.

Coming demonstrations for future Maxidays are:
21st October ............... Gary Light
18th November ........... Ken Copper
In order to encourage more members to attend these
Maxiday demonstrations, it has been proposed that it
may suit more families if future Maxidays shift from
Sundays to Saturdays. Let’s hear what you think.

Notice is given to all members that our Annual General
Meeting will be held after lunch on our next Maxiday
18th November at 1.00pm.
Attached to this newsletter you will find forms for
nominating for executive positions and a proxy form so
that you can authorise another member to vote on
your behalf. Completed forms must be delivered or
sent to the Secretary at least 7 days prior to the AGM.

Bob Jarvis (9622 2741)

Library: See Ron Devine if you would like to know
what books, videos and magazines are currently avail-
able from our library.

Please remember that all care should be taken with
borrowed items and to bring them back as soon as you
are finished. Just as in other libraries one month is
usually sufficient time to have an item out.

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: Graham Dawes,
Alan Phelps and Dave Matthews. Please let them
know if you find any problems with any of the machin-
ery in the hall.

Sick List: : If anyone knows of any of our members
or their partners who are on the sick list, please con-
tact Graham Murray (4658 0563) who will send a card
on behalf of the club.

Editor:

Bill Hartley (98716128)
williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell .

Secretary:
Ian O’Connor (9715 3450)
ianroy56@bigpond.com

Treasurer and Membership Secretary:
Bob Young (9873 2773)

Western Sydney Woodturners

Workshops:
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.30am (Entry $4)
and every Friday Night starting at 7.00pm (Entry $2)

Ladies Day: 13th October

Maxidays:
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am (Entry $5)
Usually a guest turner gives a demonstration, then
Show & Tell.
Lunch is provided.

Committee Meeting:
The committee meeting is held on the second Tues-
day of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums.
All are welcome to attend.

Coming Outings

Don’t forget to put your names down for the Christmas
Lunch which will be held at the Seven Hills RSL Club
from 12.00 noon on 16th December. The cost is $10
per person for the meal (including seafood) and this
must be paid by 9th December.

http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au/
mailto:williamhartley@optusnet.com.au
mailto:ianroy56@bigpond.com
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Wisteria House Art and Craft Fair
Saturday 15th Sunday 23rd September 2007

This was the writer’s first demonstration. Last year the
location and atmosphere boosted my confidence and
self-belief in my ability to attend more demonstrations
with our club. If any new or existing member (who has
not demonstrated before) is hesitant to demonstrate I
would recommend “Wisteria House Art & Craft Fair”
held each year in September as a great place to start.

With the arrival
of spring the
flowering
shrubs and
flowers which
are located in
the grounds of
the old Cum-
berland Hospi-
tal are spec-
tacular. You
feel as if you
are on some estate in the country when in fact you are
just a few kilometres from the heart of Parramatta
CBD.

More like a village fair where everyone is out enjoying
the scenery, sunshine and hospitality of the locals is
how the writer would describe “Wisteria House”. Lunch
(either a picnic hamper or hot food from the stall) in the
gardens or down on the banks of the Parramatta River
which idles through the grounds is a must if you plan
to come next year. The grounds of Cumberland Hospi-
tal is where the river begins as the Darling Mills and
Toongabbie Creeks merge to form the Parramatta
River.

The main fund-
raising event is
the Art Show
which has many
prominent
painters and
budding artists’
paintings on
display and for
sale. Visitors
can amble through the art and craft stalls like “Josie’s
Pickles & Jams” (where Ron Devine purchased some
fresh oranges and mandarines) and talk to the differ-
ent stall holders; Bargains were to be had. Ask Bob
Jarvis, Ron Devine and Mannie. Even the writer pur-
chased a coffee mug though a surplus is held at his
home and at the club house.

Thanks go to the members who participated and
helped at our stand. They include Bob Jarvis, Alan
Phelps, Graham Dawes, John Malysiak, Allan Kirk-
land, Mannie Farrugia, Ron Devine, Bob Taylor, Ro-
han McCardell, Ian O’Connor. We missed Tony Ma-
berly this year. I know how he enjoys Wisteria House
demonstrations but he is away in Queensland with the
family at present and we look forward to having him
back soon.

If I have missed anyone who did attend, I apologise. I
hope to see some new faces at our next demo. Just
like Allan Kirkland I am sure you will enjoy the experi-
ence and atmosphere.

Ian O’Connor

Linwood House 9 t h September

Our team of demonstrators, Bob Young, Neil Guthrie
and Erich Aldinger had an interesting day at hi storic
Linwood House Guildford. The weather was kind, no
rain nor wind and the crowd showed an active interest
in our endeavor to turn lumps of wood into something
useful or decorative.

Bob Young got his photo in the Parramatta Advertiser
(I guess he
must have
slipped
them $20
or so).

John Maly-
siak and
family and
Robert Tay-
lor with his wife Colleen came to give active support or
perhaps just to check up on us if we represented the
Club in a dignified manner.

I don't know what the takings were for our charity tin,
but the take-away containers filled with camphor laurel
shavings were certainly a winner.

Erich Aldinger
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Brendan Venner Demonstration 16th September

Brendan restores allstylesof old clocksandlikes the chal-
lenge of matching the many finials featured on some.

There was a good attendance to see Brendan who is a
local restorer of fine furnitureand a turner. He obviously
loves using the traditional hand tools and techniques to
keep the integrity of antique pieces. Why else would any-
onechoose to use the old two-pot animal glue. We learnt
why, and Brendan kept us enthralled with his stories of fur-
niture features over the years.

He explainedhow to turn a bent chair legandfound the
actual jig needed for the job hanging on the wall of our club.

Brendan wasobviously well prepared and his presentation
of books, pictures, drawings andmobile workshopkept the
members captivated, as did his demo of restoring and re-
colouring damaged pieces.

17th CenturyGreatWheel lathe.Your boyturns the wheel
while you turn the job. That’s manpower!

He explainedhow each project is uniqueandmeans solv-
ing the problem of coming up with materials andmethod to
meet thechallengeof repairingprecious objects

Brendan in destructive mood.

Youcan imagine the gasps from theaudience when Bren-
danattacked a perfectly good table-leg with a hammer,
causing deep gashes in the turned section andactually
breaking the foot off the leg. He was replicating the kind of
damagethat can occur to old furniturewhen water enters
the end-grain during the washing of the kitchen floor.

Turning a replacement bead.

It was very interesting to see how Brendan approached the
manyproblems which he presented such as fixing a dam-
aged bead andmaking a replacement drawer-pull knob
usinga hose-clamp chuck. He also explained which type of
glue to use in the various situations.

As a result of his fascinating demonstration, I now know
how to repair my Chippendaletable if the doggets bored
andgnaws the beads completely off the legs. Or rather, I
know who to call.

PS Brendan admits that if the oldmasters hadknown
about the benefits of superglue theywould have used it!

We have added Brendan’s demonstration to our Li-
brary both on VHS tape and DVD.
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Show & Tell 16th September

George Wells
Segmented bowl. Cedar, cheese-
wood, willow, sassafras, Pacific ma-
ple
Estapol satin finish

John Malysiak
Bowl or connected platters
Silky oak

Bob Hodge (Santa)
“Angelina”. Unknown timber
Multi-centre offset turning
Sprayed with polyurethane

Graham Dawes
Lidded box made from Banksia Nut
Brass decorative inlay. Estapol finish

Guest presenter Cliff Cowell
(Parkes Visitor)
Two scribing knives (black sassa-
fras) made as a present for Father’s
Day by son Stephen

Brendan Venner
Bowl
French polished on the lathe

George Wells
Bowl with lid on 3 legs
Camphor laurel
Gloss Estapol finish

Brendan Venner
Stylish ornament with drawer

Brendan Venner
Natural edge bowl
Decorative texture inside



5

Your Turn — Wayne Hipwell

In a career of some 45 years as an administrator with
the DMR/RTA Wayne worked in a variety of places
including Bega, Goulburn and Parkes. He enjoyed the
work and made many friends by becoming involved in
community activities such as the Apex Club.

Not being impressed with hype and spin, he regrets
that over the last 20 or so years his position meant he
was involved in writing “rubbish” for the Minister for
Roads,

Wayne retired to take up a life of leisure. However, he
did not enjoy his first three months of retirement traips-
ing around shopping malls with his wife Helen, looking
at exciting things such as new curtains, clothing for the
grandchildren etc. He realised that there must be more
to retirement and, after looking at a number of legal
options, decided that wood turning would be the go.

Although his father and grandfather were carpenters,
he had heard about woodturning but had never seen a
wood lathe before let alone used one, so he undertook
an introductory woodturning course at Model Farms
High Evening College. He then built a shed and in-
stalled a Hafco lathe (the cheapest on the market).

He had the
good sense
to join West-
ern Sydney
Woodturners
where he
began his
battle with
the skew
chisel.

Wayne tells
me that unlike Bob Hodge (Santa) he regards the
skew chisel as a tool to use when there is no other
choice. Nevertheless, he enjoys dallying on the lathe
and the fellowship and fun he has at Wednesday
meetings and outings such as the community demon-
strations as well as trip to Bungendore and the other
social events

On a personal note, Wayne and Helen have been mar-
ried for 40 years, have produced 3 children and have 3
grandchildren. Their main interests are of course the
grand kids (3 feral boys under 6 years of age) and
travelling overseas every 2 years or so as finances
permit.

As can be seen from the size of his workshop, he re-
gards woodturning as a pleasant hobby, not a way of
life. He is determined not to let it take over his back-
yard and appreciates being able to utilise the facilities
at our hall.

The snap of the hollow tree is a recently felled Norfolk
Island Pine.
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Some Club Scenes

A chance for a chat Clive Hale from Macarthur club is a welcome visitor

Friendly Frank Hicks visits every few weeks flogging his stuff Rocky is back and eager to catch up on turning his plane parts

Tony admires some spalting turned by Neil Guthrie New member Eddie Catford eager to learn some techniques
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FORM OF APPOINTMENT OF PROXY

I ……………………………………………………………………………………………
(full name of member)

of ………………………………………………………………………………………………
(address)

being a member of Western Sydney Woodturners Inc.
………………………………………………………………………………….

(name of incorporated association)

here by appoint …………………………………………………………………………………….

(full name of proxy) Member No …………………

of ………………………………………………………………………………………………
(address)

being a member of that incorporated association, as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf

at the general meeting of the association (annual general meeting or special general

meeting, as the case

may be) to be held on the …………. of ………………………………./…………….
day Month year

and at any adjournment of that meeting.

 My proxy is authorised to vote in favour of / against (delete as appropriate) the resolution (insert details).

 To be inserted if desired.

………………………………………………….. ……………………..

Signature of member Member No …………………. date

NOTE: A proxy vote may not be given to a person who is not a member of the association.
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Western Sydney Woodturners Inc.
Nomination for Committee

At our annual general meeting the following positions
will be available:
President , Vice – President, Treasurer, Secretary and
three ordinary members.

The following positions will also be available:
Public Officer, Editor, Librarian, Catering Officer,
Maintenance officers.

Nominations from candidates for election are to be
made in writing by 2 financial members of the Incor-
poration. Candidates must be financial members of the
Incorporation.

We the undersigned members nominate:-

…………………………………………………..
( print name )

For the position of:

…………………………………………………..
( position candidate nominated for )

…………………………………… / /07
Signature Member No

…………………………………… / /07
Signature Member No

I, the above nominated candidate, am willing to
serve if elected.

…………………………………… / /07
Signature Member No

This form must be delivered to the Secretary 7 days before the
commencement of the Annual General Meeting to be held on Sun-
day 18th November 2007 after lunch at 1:00pm
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