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WESTERN SYDNEY WOODTURNERS INC. # 9885415

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2007 – 2008 ( DUE BY 30TH JUNE 2007 )

I, ………………………………………………………………. Member No…………………..

of………………………………………………………… Suburb ……………………………..

Postcode ……………. Date of Birth ………/………/……… wish to renew my membership of

Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. for a further period of twelve ( 12 ) months commencing from

July 1st, 2007. Herewith my payment by cheque / money order or cash.

Please mark the following, appropriate box, with an X :

I will collect my card from Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. Club house

Please post my membership card without a receipt ( I have enclosed a stamped self addressed
envelope ).

Please post my membership card with a receipt ( I have enclosed a stamped self addressed
envelope )

Annual Subscription: $25 (Juniors $5.00 until 18 yrs). Cheque or Money Order only when paying by
mail. All payments to be made payable to Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. and sent, with this
completed form, to Membership Secretary, PO Box 4008, Lalor Park NSW 2147 before 30th

June 2007.

WESTERN SYDNEY WOODTURNERS INC. # 9885415

CHANGE OF ADDRESS and / or DETAILS

—
If you are about to, or have changed your address or any details you may have previously given us, or wish
to provide further details about yourself, such as a new telephone number or email address, please fill out
the following and forward to The Membership Secretary, PO Box 4008, Lalor Park NSW 2147 as
soon as possible. Do not rely on telling anyone other than the above.

Name ………………………………………………………. Membership No …………………………

New Address: ………………………………………………. Suburb ………………………………….

Post Code: ………… Phone No: …………………………….. Mobile No …………………………….

Fax No: ………………………….. Email address: ………………………………………………………..

Occupation ( past or present ) ………………………………………………………………………………

Working Retired Semi Retired
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Guild Web Site:
http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au

Issue 90, 8th May 2007.
Western Sydney Woodturners
Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147
Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor
Park

President’s Message:
Congratulations to all members who contributed to our
entry in the Blue Mountains Woodturning Challenge.

Graham took a video of the Challenge and Bill has
made a DVD from it and this is available for loan from
our Library.

Next Sunday is a Maxiday and the demonstrator will
be Jack Butler, so come along to watch Jack and also
bring an item for Show & Tell.

Bob Jarvis

Library: See Don Hughes if you would like to know
what is currently available from our library.

Please remember that some of the items within the
library are on loan from other members and all care
should be taken to bring them back as soon as you are
finished. Just as in other libraries one month is usually
sufficient time to have an item out.

Stores, Equipment& Maintenance: Toby McIlwain
and Graham Dawes. Please let them know if you find
any problems with any of the machinery in the hall.

Editor:
This issue is being posted with a subscription renewal
form to all current members. Please fill in your details
and return it with payment to the Secretary at the ad-
dress at the top of this page so that we can continue
your membership and Guild affiliation.

Bill Hartley 98716128
williamhartley@optusnet.com.au

Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell.

Sick List: : If anyone knows of any of our members
or their partners who are on the sick list, please con-
tact Graham Murray (4658 0563) who will send a card
on behalf of the club.

Western Sydney Woodturners Calendar for 2006:

Workshops: Every Wednesday from 9.30am and
every Friday Night starting at 7.00pm.

Maxidays: Third Sunday every month from 10.00am
Usually a guest turner gives a demonstration. Lunch is
provided.

Committee Meeting: The committee meeting is held
on the second Tuesday of the month starting at
7.00pm at Twin Gums. All are welcome to attend.

Maxiday: Sunday

Show & Tell — Sunday 15th April

Attendance was down this month as on this date we
had members demonstrating at Linnwood House at
Guildford and of course the Royal Easter Show was in
full swing.

Graham Murray submitted a lighthouse made from
walnut and finished with friction polish.

Larry Bailey has a silky oak bowl finished with friction
polish.

Graham Dawes presented a Japanese Doll turned
from pine and finished with Shellawax.

Sid Churchward had a bowl from fiddleback river red
gum and also another made from an unknown timber,
both finished with friction polish.

Feeling Important?

Sometimes when you're feeling important,
Sometimes when your ego's in bloom,

Sometime when you take it for granted,
You're the best qualified in the room;

Sometimes when you feel that your going
Would leave an unfillable hole,

Just follow these simple instructions
And see how they humble your soul.
Take a bucket and fill it with water
Put your hand in it up to the wrist,

Pull it out, and the hole that's remaining
Is the measure of how you'll be missed.

You can splash all you want when you enter,
You may stir up the water galore;

But stop, and you'll find that in no time
It looks quite the same as before.
The moral in this quaint example
Is to do just the best that you can;

Be proud of yourself, but remember
There's no indispensable man.

Saxon White Kessinger

http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au/
mailto:williamhartley@optusnet.com.au
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Sunday 15th April
Linnwood Hobby & Leisure Expo
Linnwood House
23 Byron Rd Guildford

This historic old prem-
ises situated on 3 – 4
acres at Guildford has
spent its time as an es-
tate house and much
later became a reform
school home for boys
and girls. It is a beautiful
place with much of the

original stained glass and also ornate doors, floors and
mouldings. Any renovations have been done in such a
way as to retain the original structure and design.

The annual Leisure Expo
gives an opportunity for
enthusiasts of a multi-
tude of activities to dis-
play their wares and to
demonstrate the crafts
such as embroidery,
lace-making, wool spin-
ning, ceramics and
woodcrafts. The numbers were down a bit this year
because of the clash with the Royal Easter Show, but
there were still plenty of interested patrons.

Our club was represented by Tony Maberly, Neil Guth-
rie, Manny Farrugia and myself. It was a pleasant day
to spend with friends, in a serene environment which
belied the hard times which must have been experi-
enced by some of its former inmates.

Last month when we demonstrated at the Dutch Club,
our stand was next to that of the Hawkesbury club
where the talented Simon Priem was displaying his
work.

Simon specialises in wooden puzzles and unusual
turnings so I took some shots to show our members
some of the things he does. I recommend that we in-
vite him to show how it’s done at one of our Maxidays.

Bob Young
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BLUE MOUNTAINS WOODTURNING CHALLENGE

The Challenge was well worth the trip up to the moun-
tains on a beautiful sunny autumn day, perfect for such
an occasion.
Our boys Graham,
Mark, and Alan were
the early birds set-
ting up our Display
Challenge entry
which represented a
dining table for two.
Thanks to the many
members who con-
tributed to the table
items such as cut-
lery, bottle, goblets,
plates and even
bread rolls which
looked good enough
to eat.

At the end of the day, a proud and beaming Graham
Dawes accepted the 3rd prize for our display.
The winner was the Blue Mountains club with a mag-
nificent display and 2nd prize went to Northern
Beaches with some stunning items as you can see in
the photos on the next page.

The Hands-On
Challenge, where
each member of
the team took turns
on a mini lathe to
produce the club
entry, provided
some exciting mo-
ments.
Our project was a
pair of segmented
platters. They had

previously been carefully cut, sanded and glued to-
gether with shapes of contrasting timbers and were
now ready for turning and finishing.
George Wells was doing a great job of shaping one of
these when he had a monumental dig-in, which made
his segmented piece explode like a hand grenade,
sending shrapnel in all directions. One thoughtful lady
from the competing team next to us must have thought
they were under attack, so brought one piece of the
shrapnel back like a peace offering. George collected
a well-deserved prize for the best dig-in.

The Hands-On Challenge was won
by the Northern Beaches club which
made an unusual gimble with a
mounted lamp.
Second prize went to the host team
from the Blue Mountains club. Their
entry was a clock complete with
painted face, bell and hammer,
standing on little feet.
Third prize was a carousel with
prancing horses, very ably created
by the Ladies team.

The Central Coast club entry was this fancy candle-
stick.

First prize of the
individual category
went to Ernie
Newman with his
delicate and most
challenging work of
art shown in the
photo.

I don’t know what
it’s called but can
appreciate how dif-
ficult it would be to
turn.

I wonder how many
he broke before he
got it right.

In the Peer Prize section the object collecting the most
votes went to an eye catching bowl by a proud Des
Tuck.

Of the demonstrators, I
was particularly im-
pressed by Glenn Rob-
erts from Newcastle,
with his amazing array
of tools and gadgets
and the various tech-
niques he demonstrated
to change woodturning
into works of art, made
for wall hanging position
or dust collecting posi-
tion as he called it. Perhaps what impressed me most
was his complete openness to share all his knowledge
with his captivated audience.

I only saw the finished pieces of the Lady turner (Lois
Green) but they were very impressive. She is typical of
a group of turners who love their passion turning
lumps of wood into objects of admiration.

I would be amiss if I left out a
most important member of our
team who enjoyed the day at
the BMC, namely our chief
cook and (NO, I won't say it)
Rohan McCardell, who did a
superb job feeding his team
mates scrumptious pan-fried
ham and cheese sandwiches
and rolls, much to the envy of
the other clubs.
Thanks Rohan, one looks at exhibits more critically
with a full tummy!

Thanks must also go to the Ladies of the BMC who
provided an endless supply of coffee and tea and
those lovely cakes and biscuits.
All in all, a terrific day up in the mountains. I can't wait
for the next one.

Erich Aldinger
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Graham, Mark and Allan with our display George turning our segmented platter The winning display

Recognise Gill Scott’s style? Interesting eggs Some of Blue Mountains club pieces

Sydney Northern Beaches display A closer look at those design features Central Coast display

Ladies group turning their horses George Hatfield and Glenn Roberts Winning individual entries by Des Tuck

Northern Beaches gimble with lamp.
1st prize Blue Mountains Challenge.

Blue Mountains club clock with hammer and
bell. 2nd prize Blue Mts Challenge

Ladies Group carousel. 3rd prize. Notice
how they turned the profile of the horse
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TOURING THROUGH TUMUT
By any measure Tumut is an exceptionally pretty country town. The Tumut River, which runs for 145 km before joining
the Murrumbidgee River at Gundagai, flows along the edge of the town; the plains spread out on either side of the
river; and the foothills of the Snowy Mountains rise on all sides. Tumut is located 423 km from Sydney and 180 km
from Canberra via the Hume Highway.

You can visit the African Violet Farm, the Snowy Mountains Trout Farm, Boonderoo Wines and Blowering Dam wall.
Enjoy the many walks around town such as the River Walk along the banks of the Tumut River and Elm Drive, best
during spring and autumn.

The best time to visit Tumut is in April when they hold the Festival of the Falling Leaves. A feature of the Festival is
the Eastern Riverina Woodworking Exhibition which I was able to see recently. The photos below indicate the high
standard of entries in all sections such as Wood turned under 200mm diameter, Wood turned over 200mm diameter,
Wood turned with natural edge, Functional wooden toy or game, Radiata pine crafted item, Fully restored item, etc.

Entries are $5 per item. Entries may be offered for sale with 10% selling fee. First prize for each section is $150.

If you would like some more information on the Tumut Woodworking Exhibition so that you can plan a trip for next
year, you can contact the event coordinator Col Lucock on 02 6947 1891. Bill Hartley
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Some Club Scenes

Tony Maberly, Dave Matthews and Graham Dawes Manny Farrugia, Greg Gersbach and Ron Devine

Bob Young Paul Reliiy

Neil Guthrie Peter Bland
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Your Turn — Paul Reilly

Paul and his wife Carol are busy preparing for the
move to Urunga at the end of the month. Naturally
they are in the midst of sorting and packing as well as
preparing for the neighbourhood farewell party tonight.
At our club workshops we are used to Paul’s friendly
easygoing nature and this was the way I was received
at their home as they showed me examples of Paul’s
woodwork and Carol’s creative artwork.

Paul’s initial interest was in clock making, which he
entered into with his usual enthusiasm. Here are a few
of his timepieces:

An interesting use for the old vinyl platter

Or would you prefer a complete weather station?

Other clocks I saw were made from car hubcaps, art-
ist’s palette and as you can see in the next photo, a
nice piece of sandstone.

As well as the
clocks, Paul has
made quite a bit of
furniture for their
home and a large
timber outdoor
chess set for his
brother.

We’re sure going to
miss Paul, but he
assures me that he
will miss the friends
he has made at the
club and the selfless way many of them will drop what
they are doing in order to help you with a problem or
demonstrate how to do it. He is forever grateful that
Allan Phelps introduced him to the pleasures of the
club.

For instance, Paul was
considering consigning
these two platters to the
bin when his chisel went
through the bases. In no
time some of his mates
showed him how to con-
vert those holes into cir-
cles, turn a nice piece of
timber with a contrasting
colour and bingo, the
holes now becomes fea-
tures!

Carol is a talented artist
and showed me a great
painting she did of the fos-
sil formations at the Pinna-
cles of Western Australia
and this charcoal of the
female figure.

Paul and Carol are both
very much looking forward
to the move to the north
coast where they have a
house and will be living

close to the water as well as to the extensive forest
areas.

Paul is seriously into sail-boarding and has five differ-
ent craft with several sails as well as a two person
ocean kayak. His anticipation of their sea-change is no
doubt the reason for that constant smile of late.



8

SOME MORE SPECIES OF WOODS

Jacaranda

Jacaranda mimosifolia is a deciduous tree up to 20 m
in height with spreading branches making a light
crown. Bark pale brown and furrowed, transverse
cracks dividing the ridges between the furrows into
long, narrow scales. Leaves are compound and
feathery on a stalk to 40 cm; up to 30 pairs of pinnae
bearing small, pointed leaflets. Flowers striking blue-
violet, in clusters, each flower bell shaped, to 4 cm,
usually on the bare tree before leaf growth. Fruit a
rounded woody capsule to 7 cm across with a wavy
edge, brown-black when mature, splitting on the tree
to set free many light-winged seeds. Capsules may
hang on the tree for up to 2 years.

The jacaranda
tree puts on a
breathtaking
floral display.
Its vivid lilac-
blue clusters of
trumpet shaped
blossoms ap-
pear in the
summer, later
falling to the
earth carpeting
the ground with a mass of colour.
It is said that if you are walking underneath the Jaca-
randa tree and one of the trumpet blossoms falls on
your head you will be favoured by fortune.

Jacaranda mimosifolia is the most widely planted and
admired tree of the Jacaranda family, which consists
of more than fifty species.
It is a fast growing tree that thrives in fertile, well-
drained sunny positions, but they don’t like heavy wet
soils.

Young plants
require some
protection from
frost in their first
year, if the tops
blacken off sim-
ply prune them
and new shoots
will sprout.

Jacarandas are a shallow
rooted tree and are excellent
for use as ornamentals in
large to smaller sized gardens,
growing 10m high by 10 m
wide. J. mimosifolia is recom-
mended for street and park

plantings and garden situations where light summer
shade is required. In Australia the Jacaranda tree cre-
ates the perfect summer centrepiece in gardens from
Melbourne to Cairns, erupting in a blaze of brilliant
colour when all of the spring blossom trees have long
been gone.

Many people believe this tree to be native to Australia
but its origin is Brazil and other parts of tropical and
sub-tropical South America.

The jacaranda is
a deciduous tree
forming a
rounded crown,
and they re-
spond well to
pruning.
Jacarandas will
shed their leaves
during the winter
often turning rich
yellow before
falling, in cooler
areas.

Jacarandas are used world
wide as a decorative or-
namental tree commonly
used to line avenues. Their
history and significance
has been extensively docu-
mented from the famous
annual Grafton festival in
Australia to Pretoria, the
Jacaranda City, (located 50
kms north of Johannes-
burg) noted for it’s 70,000
plus flowering Jacaranda
trees.

Jacarandas have richly figured timber that is rarely cut,
but sometimes you may be lucky enough to get access
to some timber when the laying of footpath walkways
necessitate the removal of some Jacarandas.

The wood is very similar to
Brazilian rosewood. Weight
850kg/m3 (53lb/ft3) SG =
0.85 Dries slowly, tends to
check easily when dried
and causes a high level of
blunting of cutting tools.
It is not an easy wood to
work with but well worth
the effort as a good finish
can be obtained. It is used
for a wide range of turned decorative items including
cutlery handles and decorative items.


