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  Guild Web Site: http://www.sydneywoodturners.com.au   Issue 77, March 2006. 

 Western & Blue Mountains Region  
     Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
   e-mail: susanjoanb@msn.com  Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park 

 
Regional Committee 2005/06: 
 
Convenor :      Robert Jarvis  9622 2741   Secretary:   Robyn Mahoney    Treasurer:   Bob Young    
 
Regional Rep: Larry Bailey  9622 6140    Member:    Tony Maberly        
 
Library:  See Don Hughes if you would like to know what is currently available from our library. Please remember that some 
of the items within the library are on loan from other members and all care should be taken to bring them back as soon as 
you are finished. Just as in other libraries one month is usually sufficient time to have an item out. 
 
Stores & Equipment: is being looked after by Bill Swindail and Ted Edwards. Please let them know if you find any problems 
with any of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor: Larry Bailey is putting the newsletter together. Articles can be e-mailed to susanjoanb@msn.com or give to a committee 
member who will pass them on to me. Don’t forget that this newsletter is only as good as the contributions that you give. 
 
Catering Officer: Trish Gale, see Trish if you have any special needs. 
 
Sick List: If anyone knows of any of our members or their partners who are on the sick list, let Graham Murray (4658 0563) 
know, and he will send them a get-well message from the Region. 
 
Committee Meeting:  The committee meeting is held on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums All are 
welcome to attend.  Next meeting 4th April 2006. Please note that as of the May the committee meetings will be held every 
second Tuesday of the month.  If you have a gripe and want to have your say please come along, complaints at meetings and at 
demos will not make changes it will only cause rumours and we all know what happens when rumours start. 
 
 Western/Blue Mtns Region Calendar for 2005: 
 
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am, Every Wednesday from 10.00am. Every Friday Night starting from 7.00pm. 
  
February 19 
Our guest demonstrator was Darrell Smith.  I was asked to chair this meeting as some of the committee members had other 
commitments, like attending the Stitches and Craft Show.  Darrell was showing how you can combine woodturning with other 
things like using twisted steel to decorate your woodturnings.  
 
It started with Darrell turning up with a bandaged thumb, when asked what happened he told me that he was using the band saw 
and slipped cutting his thumb. A reminder that even the most experience of us can have an accident. 
 
Darrell started by telling us about how he came to see the equipment he was about to use. He then proceeded to twist and turn 
steel bars and rods into various shapes and then combined them to make pot plant holders, candle holders and yes even a stand to 
put bowls into. All the time he was cursing under his breath because of his thumb.  
 
After lunch, which was catered by Trish, who supplied a very good spread. Graham Dawes did a small demo on using a vacuum 
chuck after which Darrell showed us how he turns thin items like dishes using hot melt glue. The day finished not long after with 
everybody having a good day. 
           Bill Swindail 
 
 
Show & Tell: 
 
Des Page: had a jig he had developed for dimpling his work and a decorative bowl made from Teak and finished with EEE 
friction polish, twin vases made from willow and a lidded box made from jacaranda. 
 
Sid Churchwood: had a club bowl and a goblet made from olive finished with friction polish. 
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George Wells: had a pedestal bowl made from red Cedar and willow finished with gloss estapol. 
 
Graham Dawes: had a bead catcher made from jacaranda and finished with estapol. 
 
March Sunday12 & Monday 13 
 
Neil Scobie – Demonstration and Workshop –  
 
Neil started the day by turning a white beech Nautilus bowl. He then proceeded to turn multi centered man and woman made 
from Rosewood, the male was turned on about seven or more centres, the female turned on about seven or more centres with her 
head tilted back and carved breasts. (As none of the women present would model he had to carve the breasts from memory). 
Throughout the session Neil suggested that for off centre work a steb centre is better for supporting/ driving the job, as you get 
more actual holding power. 
 
After lunch a three-sided hollow vessel again made from Rosewood, the vase had laminated legs, as this is stronger than carving 
from a single piece of timber. Neil proceeded to show us how to hollow using the detail gouge, bowl gouge and then for ease how 
to hollow with a modified spade bit. Neil finished hollowing out using his bowl gouge, sanded and carved the inside, he then 
reversed the vase and turned off the foot, and the proceeded to show and tell us how he adds the legs and pins. 
 
Then Neil proceeded to turn inside outside fish (2 pieces 25 x 50 x 200mm) out of Forrest Oak, he turned a general shape with his 
roughing gouge, turned around after sanding, he then used the detail gouge to finish the shape, band sawed the square ends off 
and shaped the tail using a flexible sander on the lathe keeping the crisp edges top and bottom. Neil then turned four smaller fish 
(25 x 100mm) using his detail gouge, sanded and them around. (It is essential that the square ends are cut square or otherwise this 
wouldn’t work).  Neil then turned an avocado shaped split turned (glued with paper) base with his roughing gouge, split with a 
chisel and sanded and wire added to place the fish on the stand. 
 
Neil showed us how to do stippling as decoration. Neil uses Kunos Oil (non-toxic) on his work, first coat use plenty of oil rub in 
and rub in again about every 10 minutes leave overnight and rub in some more and on the third day cut back with 0000 steel wool 
and rub in another coat. Some very good finishes on his work. 
 
I think the success of this day was when someone said that just to see the first item turned was worth paying for without seeing 
the rest. 
 
Now thanks must go to those who helped with the catering. Trish, Peter, Anna, and a special thanks to Frank Hicks for donating a 
couple of packets of biscuits for the day. 
 
Now Monday was a hands on day for ten people with three from our region attending. We had the choice of trying to produce a 
nautilus bowl or a wave bowl. Most chose the nautilus and I chose the wave bowl. Now it was a very busy and noisy day but from 
the comments everybody had a great and successful day (started at 9.00 and finished at 5.00). The success of this day has been 
Commented on as – “every time I stopped and looked around no one was standing idle, waiting, everybody was turning”. I can 
say that by the amount of shavings it was very successful. 
 
If you have a chance have a look at Neil’s web site at www.neilandlizscobie.com  
           Larry Bailey 
 
A total of approximately 30 members and visitors met at the Lalor Park hall for a 9am start for what was to be a very enjoyable 
and informative demonstration by Neil Scobie, which ran through until almost 4.30pm. 
 
Following an introduction by Neil in which he discussed where he works, sources of inspiration and work methods a 
demonstration was given on the method of turning one of his iconic pieces, a Nautilus Bowl. I am sure that no one at the 
demonstration did not understand fully Neil’s methods of turning, carving and finishing methods by the time this piece had been 
completed. 
 
If only for this section of the days programme alone each participant would have received his or her monies worth 
 
Following morning tea the next item was a discussion and turning demonstration of an off centre vase supported on three 
laminated and formed legs which eventually was donated as a prize in the raffle at the end of the day. 
 
Following a delicious lunch which was prepared by Anna, Trish and Peter we commenced with the afternoon session which was 
to include the turning of two offset figures, male and female, followed by fish turned in multiples of two and four. 
 
The turning of the offset figures was extremely interesting; anyone contemplating the exercise will really need to keep their wits 
about them to ensure they are using the correct centre at any given time. I counted a total of 12 centre changes for each item. 
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The fish were turned as separate pieces of wood held together with a ring clamp at on end and the other held in the Nova Chuck 
with one half turned, the items then removed from the lathe, repositioned, and then remounted for the turning of the other half. 
Mike Darlows Woodturning Methods describes the process. 
 
This demonstration was very enjoyable and I would like to thank Anna for her work in organizing the event, Larry and Trish, and 
certainly Neil Scobie for a very enjoyable demonstration. 
 
How many Nautilus Bowls etc will we see in future show and tell?   
           Harry Cole 
 
"I thoroughly enjoyed today... 
I appreciated Neil's even, regular, well-considered pace, with consistent attention to everyone. And his validation of   where each 
person was at/coming from. And, that the guys in the class were focussed on turning.  
Driving home I had ideas for doing some more of these types of bowls ... " 

 Kaye Paton. 
 

   

 

 

 
 
March 19  
Hands on day. Bring a bowl blank – we are going to have some team challenges and hopefully have some fun 
 
April 23 
Our guest demonstrators will be Toby McIlwain and John Malysiak. They will be talking about segmented work, so if you have 
had problems bring along your pieces and they may be able to help.  
 
May 21 
Our guest demonstrators will be Meg Webster and Sandy May.   
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June 18 
Our guest demonstrators will be Bill Shean and Lindsay Skinner.   
 
July 16 
Our guest demonstrator will be Bruce Leadbeatter.   
 
September 2006 
 
Fred Holder – American woodturner/Demonstrator/Teacher. 
Fred will be in Australia during August and September 2006. Preliminary discussions are that we have booked Fred for one day 
over a weekend in September 2006; we just don’t know which weekend or date until Fred organizes himself and his trip around 
Australia.  
 
Past Demonstrations: 
Our members have participated in the following demonstrations. The details are as follows: 
 
Stitches & Craft – Rosehill 
As per usual we had 5 days amongst all the craft stores trying to get people interested in woodturnig (must have worked because 
we had one sign up and pay his money on the Friday, another turned up at the hall the following Friday night) so we must be 
doing something right.  
 
Well when I arrived on Saturday Toby, Emanuel, Rohan and John Malysiak were there with people already around them and this 
was at 10 past 10.00. Rohan only stayed 5 minutes (and the rest), I don’t know if he got into trouble but he seemed to be having 
fun anyway. Instead of giving away the shavings from the camphor we bagged it up and sold it for a gold coin. Now I know that 
Graham was not pleased about us selling some of the Easter bowls but sorry Graham it all goes to our charity. Our charity this 
year is the Stroke Club, Blacktown. 
 
Now we also had a new demonstrator that day as well, Trish started a bit hesitantly being only a beginner with woodturning but 
once her confidence kicked in she was away and please with what she turned especially when some items sold. 
 
So give it a go when our next demonstration comes around, you may be amazed at how much fun you actually have. 
 
Thank-you to all who helped with setting up and dismantling the stand and to all who helped in demonstrating over the five days. 
 
            Larry 
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Future Demonstrations: 
 
Our members have been asked to participate in the following demonstrations: Please help by participating and putting your name 
against the event. We ask that you try demonstrating as these can be fun and it helps improve your skills. 
 
Sunday 28th May 
Society of Model Engineers – Model Farm 
869 Luddenham Road, Luddenham 
Please see Bill Swindail if you are interested in attending. 
 
PROPERTIES OF SPECIES OF SOME WOODS CONT. 
 
Elm 
Medium to large deciduous hardwoods of Europe, Asia and North America. Heartwood pale brown to reddish brown. Sapwood 
often wide and usually distinctively paler. Texture rather coarse because of large pores which are unevenly distributed. Grain 
variable, often interlocked in the European species. Inclined to cut ‘woolly’. Nails, screw and glues well. Good for steam bending. 
Generally used for furniture, decorative veneer, turning, tool handles, cooperage. 
  
Erima – Other common names Binuang, Ilimo 
A large hardwood whose range extends from Sumatra and Sabah across the Philippines and Papua New Guinea. Heartwood pale 
brown, sometimes a slightly purplish tinge. Sapwood almost white but can have a greyish-yellow tinge, to 150mm wide, and 
usually distinguishable from the heartwood. Texture moderately course. Grain interlocked, producing a stripe figure on the radial 
face. Unpleasant odour when green. Easy to work but ‘woolly’, need sharp tools. Used for plywood, corestock, internal 
mouldings. 
 
Evodia 
A small sized hardwood of the of the Queensland rainforests. Heartwood cream colour. Sapwood not clearly defined. Texture 
medium and even. Grain straight. Easy to work, glues well. Used for internal joinery. 
 
Evodia, Northern 
A medium sized hardwood of the Queensland rainforests. Heartwood pale yellow. Sapwood not clearly defined. Moderately fine 
and even texture. Grain usually straight. Fresh cut wood has an unpleasant odour. Easy to work, glues well. Used for plywood and 
joinery. 

_____________ 
 
Proverbs 
 
Money can’t buy friends, but you can get a better class of enemy. 
 
Spike Milligan  
       
The trouble with being punctual is that nobody’s there to appreciate it 
 
Franklin P Jones 
               Supplied by George Wells 

 
_____________ 

 
Oh, why, oh why does this ring so true? 
 
 THE LONELY BRAIN CELL 
 
 Once upon a time there was a female brain cell, which, by mistake, happened to end up in a man's head. She looked around 
nervously because it was all empty and quiet.  
 
"Hello?" she cried, but no answer. "Is there anyone here?" she cried a little louder, but still no answer. Now the female brain cell 
started to feel alone and scared and yelled at the top of her voice, 
 
"HELLO, IS THERE ANYONE HERE?" 
 
Then she heard a faint voice from far, far away..............  
 
“We're down here ..."  
 

         Supplied by Trish Gale                                 
_____________ 
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Vale John Isemonger 
 

 

I first met john some 10 years ago. John had joined our Western Blue Mountains Group at 
St Clair High School where we met one Sunday a month. Both of us living at North Rocks 
we became good friends. John started to do his TAFE course at Lidcombe, under George 
Hatfield and Burnie Ackins. 
 
John could only complete 2 ½ years of the 3-year course due to him having a stroke that 
caused some loss of sight in one eye. This was a sad disappointment for John who was so 
meticulous and particular in all of his work. 
 
A short time later we moved to Lalor Park and continued turning here, initially Tuesdays 
and Thursdays not always regular, hence people were turning up on wrong days. 
 
On my retirement due to ill health John was incredibly helpful to me, driving me to doctors 
appointments etc. 
 
John and I were involved in many charitable events that the club was involved in, John had 
a lot of Christmas tree orders for the View Club and I had to ensure he made at least one a 
week to fulfil his orders.  

The Wednesday afternoon ritual after woodturning involved 2 beers at the Tollgate Hotel served by scantily clad buxom beauties, 
always carton draught. 
  
At the end of 2005 John was diagnosed with throat cancer but still he attended woodturning and attended our Christmas party in 
December. Knowing of his ill health the club supported John by purchasing his lathe and fellow club members purchasing most 
of his tools and equipment plus some wood. This money was used to defray funeral costs as John wanted to go out with the ladies 
hence the funeral was conducted by White Lady Funerals attended by many club members. 
 
John passed away on Saturday 25 February at St Josephs Hospital in Auburn. 
 
John survived by Heather, son Rob and 3 daughters Kris, Meg and Justine and grand children. 
 
In God’s Care 
 

Graham Dawes 
Helped by Rohan 

_____________ 
 
Other Regional Events/Demonstrations: 
 
27th  (Saturday) May Southern Highlands – Mike Darlow – Subject = Woodturning Design 
 
24th (Saturday) June Southern Highlands – Terry Baker - $15.00 entry 
25th (Sunday) June Southern Highlands – Terry Baker - $55.00 Workshop, 8 places only. 

_____________ 
 
 Ladies Days:  Ring or see Anna for details. 
I understand the last ladies day had Ernie Newman demonstrating/teaching. Ernie had the ladies turning tops in record time, long 
thin-stemmed flowers and even thread chasing as well as chatter work.  
 
Bowls for Any Event      Plus! 
 Don’t forget if you are not turning anything in particular think about turning one of our blanks. It appears that these are becoming 
very popular at our demonstrations in the rummage box.  A reasonable source of income for the club and our charity work. 

__________________ 
  

  For Sale 
 
TECKNATOOL 1500 Lathe, on stand + 2 nova chucks and approx 4 or 5 sets of extra jaws including cole jaws. 
$1250.00. Also available some tools – price negotiable. Contact Darrell Smith Tel No.  4739-4881       
 
ROBERT SORBY - Two 18mm skew Chisels and a 6mm parting tool.  See Ted Edwards 

__________________ 
  
 
TURNING CLASSES 
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We encourage all beginners to seek help, ask questions and enjoy what we hope will be a great hobby. 
 If you are interested in joining classes please see Bill Swindail.  
Please note that due to requirements under the child protection act we cannot teach children under the age of 21. 

_________ 
 

Please remember that NO member can commit the Region to participate in any demonstration or event without first presenting to 
the committee. Guild approval is also required for insurance purposes. 

Convenor 
 
 

Some images from the last Sunday meeting.    
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