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 Western & Blue Mountains Region  

     Postal Address: PO Box 4008, Lalor Park, NSW 2147 
   e-mail: susanjoanb@msn.com  Twin Gums Retreat Address: Cnr Northcott Rd & Diane Dr, Lalor Park 

 
Regional Committee 2005: 
 
Convenor :      Alan Phelps   9631 6381    Secretary:   Harry Cole    Treasurer:   Greg Maloney    
 
Regional Rep: Larry Bailey  9622 6140    Member:    Ted Edwards        
 
Events Co-ordination: Alan Phelps is the events Co-ordination contact for this Region. So if Alan approaches you to help please 
assist. 
 
Library:  See Don Hughes if you would like to know what is currently available from our library. Please remember that some 
of the items within the library are on loan from other members and all care should be taken to bring them back as soon as 
you are finished. Just as in other libraries one month is usually sufficient time to have an item out. 
 
Stores & Equipment: is being looked after by Bill Swindail and Ted Edwards. Please let them know if you find any problems 
with any of the machinery in the hall. 
 
Editor: Larry Bailey is putting the newsletter together. Articles can be e-mailed to susanjoanb@msn.com or  give to a committee 
member who will pass them on to me. 
 
Catering Officer: Rohan McCardell, see Rohan if you have any special needs. 
 
Sick List: 
If anyone knows of any of our members or their partners who are on the sick list, let Graham Murray (4658 0563) know, and he 
will send them a get well message from the Region. 
 
Committee Meeting:  
The committee meeting is held on the first Tuesday of the month starting at 7.00pm at Twin Gums Retreat. All are welcome to 
attend.  Next meeting 5th June 2005. 
 
Committees Report: 
Please note that due to circumstances beyond the Guild’s control there may not be an April/May issue of “Bye Hand & Eye”. 
Membership renewals can be paid directly to our secretary (Greg) providing you complete the form available in the hall.  
Christmas in July is still open for anybody that is interested. 
Ken Port demonstration has been confirmed for May 22nd. 
We will again be participating in the Nepean Historical Society day July 17th. & St Marys Festival September 3rd.  
You will notice several new changes within the hall, mainly the new grinder setup and all the power point outlets on the posts. 
The committee thanks all who helped.  
We are going to approach the ‘Good Guys’ to see if they would donate a new hot water urn. We will be holding an open day in 
July on our usual Sunday meeting. Closer to the event their will are handouts available, so please take some and on your nightly 
walk place some in surrounding letterboxes. This is so the community can see what we do at the hall and hopefully get a few new 
members as well. 
 
 Western/Blue Mtns Region Calendar for 2005: 
Third Sunday every month from 10.00am, Every Wednesday from 10.00am. Every Friday Night starting from 7.00pm. 
 
Our last maxi day - APRIL 17 
 
Gary Light was our Demonstrator for the day. His theme was platters & bowls. He showed us how to decorate the bottom of a 
platter using a technique of off centre work he found in a woodturning magazine. It requires 6 checking’s, the first 4, one on 
centre then divide the base into three with a 20mm circle from the centre, mark & drill 3 holes 5mm deep. Then with a screw 
inserted in the chuck mount the platter on one of the holes to turn a off centre ring approx 4mm deep, repeat on other 2 holes & 
measure to make the depth the same as the first ring, then re screw to turn the spigot  & shape the base of the platter. Next remove 
the screw & chuck on the spigot, turn the face of the platter, sand & finish. Gary then showed us how to turn a bowl & how to 
change the profile & decorate the top edge with a small bead. After lunch & show & tell Gary asked if anyone would like to see a 
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goblet made which he did in a few minutes much to everybody’s delight. It was one of our best demonstrations held at the hall, 
well done Gary. 
                                          Graham Murray 
 
Well, we all seemed to agree, this was one of the best demo’s ever. This guy was good. He kept mostly to basic turning on a 
platter and a bowl but he explained in detail as he went what he was doing and why. We were all fascinated. He explained what 
chisel he was using, how to present it to the wood, what angle to hold it at and why. I was particularly interested in his sharpening 
technique, he mainly uses a buff and boy were they sharp and they really kept their edge. As he said, high speed steel stay sharp 
indefinitely, the main problem is that you get a build up of wood resin and other gunk directly behind the cutting edge and this 
blocks the cutting edge. Remove this on a buff and away you go! But also from my experience as a woodworker the finer the 
edge you can create the better and a polished edge is the ultimate. Look at the woodcarvers, they create a polished edge and their 
tools are surgically sharp. 
 
Gary also conducted our show & tell, again this was one of the best ever, he just seemed to know what to say and make all the 
right thought provoking comments. After lunch Gary turned a goblet, again this was interesting. Anyhow all had a good day. 
 
           Alan Phelps 
 
Show & Tell: 
Barry Logan: had a bowl made from sassafras and finished with friction polish. 
 
Tony Maberly: had a footed bowl made from Norfolk pine & jacaranda finished with friction polish. 
 
Malcolm Clark: had a platter decorated with pyrography and finished with friction polish. 
 
Bill Swindail: had salt & pepper mills finished with friction polish and an Australian cedar bowl also finished with friction 
polish. 
 
George Wells: had several items being a pedestal bowl made from merbau, pedestal bowl made from pine, maple & decorated 
with painted flowers, a bowl with a lid from willow with pacific maple inserts and all finished with estapol. 
 
Graham Murray: had a bowl made from camphor laurel and finished with oil and friction polish. 
 
MAY 15 
Bring your tools, as this will be a hands on day. Theme for show & tell will be any item made by spindle turning. Please fill out 
the green slip so this person knows who did what. 
  
****MAY 22**** 
This is a special meeting where we will have a demonstration by a representative from Woodcut Tools (NZ Company). 
Ken Port will be demonstrating hollowing, bowl saving, sharpening & tool care. 
Please let us know if you are going to attend. We will give you more information as it becomes available. 
 
JUNE 19 
Our guest demonstrator will be Ernie Newman. Theme for show & tell will be a vase/s.  Please fill out the green slip so this 
person knows who did what. 
 
JULY 17 
Bring your tools, as this will be hands on day. Theme for show & tell will be something incorporating a turned sphere (lets see 
who can remember what information Gorgi Armen gave us in his demonstration). Please fill out the green slip so this person 
knows who did what. 
 
Past Demonstrations:
 
Our members have participated in the following demonstrations. The details are as follows: 
 
Nil to report. 
 
Future Demonstrations: 
 
Our members have been asked to participate in the following demonstrations: 
 
Working With Wood Show – 3rd – 5th June -Horden Pavilion, Moore Park 
 
Once again the Guild will have a display stand and demonstration areas. I encourage everybody to attend and help promote the 
Guild. You can display your turnings and if you wish you can sell them as well. 
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Blacktown Festival: Saturday 4th June. 
More details to follow. 
 
Nepean Historical Society – July 17th – 9.00am start. 
See Alan for more details. 
 
St Marys Festival – September 3rd 
More details to follow. 
 
PROPERTIES OF SPECIES OF SOME WOODS CONT. 
 
Brigalow:  
A small hardwood of inland Queensland and northern New South Wales. Heartwood dark reddish brown. Sapwood thin, yellow 
and quite distinct. Texture very fine and even. Grain relatively straight. Dries slowly and with little degrade. Firm but not difficult 
to work. The sanding dust can be an irritant to nose and eyes so good ventilation of the workplace essential. Used for fancy 
turnery, handles, fencing, survey pegs, walking sticks and brush backs. 
 
Brownbarrel: Other common name – cuttail. 
A large hardwood of the north-east corner of Victoria, and the tableland districts and south coast of New South Wales. Heartwood 
pale brown. Sapwood paler and usually easy to distinguish. Texture medium and even. Grain often interlocked. Growth rings 
visible but not prominent. Gum veins common. The wood is similar in appearance to messmate. Used for general construction 
purposes not involving exposure to the weather. 
 
Buchanania: Other common name – pink satinwood. 
Rainforest hardwoods of Papua New Guinea. Other species of Buchanania with slightly stronger wood occur to a limited extent in 
north Queensland. Heartwood pinkish brown, sapwood white or pale pink. Texture medium. Grain straight. Some tension wood. 
Easy to dry. Used for internal joinery and veneer. 
 
Butternut, Rose: 
A medium to large hardwood of the north Queensland rainforests. Heartwood pinkish brown (similar to Queensland maple). 
Texture relatively fine and even. Grain often wavy, producing an attractive figure. East to dry. Firm but easy to work. Glues well. 
Used for furniture, decorative veneer, joinery and panelling. 

______________ 
 
Enthusiasm: 
You can do anything if you have enthusiasm. Enthusiasm is the yeast that makes your hopes rise to the stars. Enthusiasm is the 
spark in your eye, the swing in your gait, the grip of your hand, the irresistible surge of your will and your energy to execute your 
ideas. Enthusiasts are fighters, they have fortitude, they have staying qualities. Enthusiasm is at the bottom of all progress! With 
it, there is accomplishment. Without it, there are only alibis. 
 - Henry Ford, 1863-1947, American car manufacturer. 

Supplied by George Wells 
______________ 

 
Convenor Report May 2005: 
 
Well so far it’s been a busy year. I don’t think the region has ever been in a better shape. We seem to have money in the bank, 
around $4,000.00. Plenty of members, around 97, and increasing. We have done a lot of demonstrations and conducted our first 
ever sale in public. We are continually improving our workshop facilities and services we provide to our members. We have 
extended our “Bowls for Easter’ project to run all year now and our attendances seem fairly stable. We gave money to the Tsami 
appeal and also the Childrens Hospital. We are toying with the idea of having an open day in the future. We have shelved the idea 
of enclosing the carport for a storeroom; the cost is a bit prohibitive at present. Instead we are using the large Ladies toilet as a 
store temporarily. 
 
Training: We have resumed classes Monday nights and they are full, with people waiting. We have a problem! Ted is going back 
to Perth for a couple of months and Bill is going to take a well deserved holiday so we may have to postpone classes temporarily. 
Notwithstanding this we need extra permanent instructors, its no good leaving all this to two people. We need good experienced 
turners who can teach. If you know anybody and they don’t necessarily need to be from our region, let us know. 
 
We recently had our first Saturday Class; Bill Swindail instructed 10 of us in how to turn Salt & Pepper Mills and everybody 
agreed what a great day it was. Thanks Bill, we are looking forward to the next one. 
 
Membership: We now have around 97 members and steadily increasing. We seem to gain a lot of people from our 
demonstrations plus other sources. If you know anybody interested tell him or her to make contact. 
 
Safety: As you are all aware we won’t compromise on Safety. So far we have not had a serious accident and we don’t intent to. 
All our lathes now have Safety Screens. We have now connected our dust exhaust system up to both band saws and we have three 
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new mobile fan filter units for dust collection at the source that is the lathe. These in conjunction with our five large existing fan 
filter units give us a good dust free environment. 
 
We have fitted all the electrical circuits in the workshop area with Earth Leakage trip breakers plus we have added extra power 
outlets so as to stop piggy backing of plugs. If anybody has any suggestions for additional safety features let us know. 
 
Workshop Equipment: Graham Dawes, Bill Swindail & Ted Edwards are building a new tool-sharpening centre. This will 
incorporate two grinders plus a Hi Tech sharpening jig plus the existing jigs we already have. The idea of this is so everybody can 
learn to sharpen their own tools. Remember that the wheels on the grinders are special soft ones that don’t readily burn the steel 
so take care when using them, keep the tool moving from side to side so not to wear a groove in the wheel. Don’t grind wood or 
non-ferrous metals on these it will stuff the wheels. We will probably add a buffing wheel shortly. This is in conjunction with a 
couple of good oilstones will then gives us the ultimate in sharpening technology. 
 
Tools: We recently purchased two of Gorgi Airmen’s 30mm roughing gouges for our tool sets. I suggest if you are interested 
have a look at these. They are made from Swedish Bohler S600 high speed steel and are correctly heat treated to a hardness of 64 
rockwell. I feel that they are better than most imported tools. We have fitted them with a good heavy Red Ash handles (donated 
by John Galati), so if you want a better than average roughing gouge this is it. 
 
Catering: As we all know Rohan McCardell is doing a great job. Every month the lunches seem to get better. Maybe we should 
have a novelty day and light up the old barbecue and have a sausage in a roll to bring back old memories. The hot water urn 
recently sprung a leak and the wiring burnt out. We got a price for repairs ($200.00) so we decided to get a new one for around 
the same price. 
 
Show and Tell: Seems to be getting bigger and better. The standard of work is very good considering most of us are still novice 
turners. 
 
Raffle:  We intend to start a monthly raffle. That is the prize will be on display near the front door with the tickets for a whole 
month, so members can buy tickets at any meeting and we will have the draw at the Sunday monthly meeting. Tickets will be 
$1.00 each. Please put your name on the ticket butt so if you are not at the Sunday meeting for the draw, we will know who is the 
winner. Next months prize will be a Craft 18volt Cordless Drill, 2 speed, variable speed & reversible, I hour charge. 
 
Committee Meetings: Are held at 7pm on the first Tuesday night of the month. Come along and have a say in the running of the 
region. You will see real democracy in action. 
 
Annual General Meeting: This is coming up shortly. I will not be nominating for any position, nor will Harry Cole and Greg 
Maloney is making up his mind. So please consider nominating, we need new people with new ideas. 
 
The Changes in the Guild Structure: That is, every region to become separately incorporated but under the umbrella of the 
Guild. This is proceeding. If you want and details talk to Bill Swindail. 
 
Next Demonstration: Blacktown City Festival 4th June 2005. We need about four or more people. 
 
Member Services: There is a lot of donated timber up on the stage; this is going for $1.00 apiece so help yourself. You will see 
several boxes on the table two are for pen blanks. If you have any figured wood suitable for pens bring it  in and leave it in the 
boxes, at the same time have a rummage around in the box for yourself. You never know you might find that piece of wood that 
you have been waiting for all these years. We also have a box for wood for tool handles. Again if you have any heavy dense 
hardwood suitable please bring it in. We have a lot of beginners that are starting off buying their chisels and they need handles, 
you may be able to help them. You will see that there is a bag of the round black insulation that we use for tool covers. Help 
yourself, but only take what you need. 
 
Bowls for Easter: This is now extended to all year round. We have a Convalescent Home in Blacktown and the various 
children’s wards at the local hospitals where we are giving bowls to at Christmas plus when we go demonstrating we take the 
bowls with us, put them in a rummage box amongst other things and sell them, with the proceeds going to charity. 
 
You will see that there is a heap of laminated bowl blanks around and in the store, so grab a couple and turn away! 
 
Well that’s about it for now. Hope I have not missed anything. 
 

Regards Alan Phelps  Convenor. 
______________ 

 
Christmas in July 
Details are; White Hart Restaurant, Cnr Windsor & Old Windsor Roads, Kellyville. $28.00 per head + drinks to be held on 
Thursday 14th July. See Rohan for further details and payment. 
Newsletters 
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If you are interested in what is happening in other Regions & Woodturning/Woodworking clubs you will start to see copies of 
their newsletter on the notice board. Please read by all means but don’t forget to put it back for others. 

 
Projects – Themes 
If you wish to help me and you would like a special project or theme please let me know. 
            Larry 

_________ 
    
Bowls: 
No. Not our any event bowls. There is a book out now called “500 Wood Bowls’, label as Bold & Original Designs Blending 
Tradition & Innovation. Published by Lark Books. Can be found in Dymocks for $39.95. 
 
If you want to turn something different or just try different ideas this is a good read/look (although it isn’t a how to turn the bowl 
type of book) there are definitely some interesting ideas and some that to me I don’t like, but that is what turning and this book in 
general is all about. Not everything appeals to all so give it a go and try something different. I have also noted that there is a 
similar book for boxes. 
             
Following on from the article by Anna Dawes last month. Although I have only attended two ‘woodturn’ at Meadowbank TAFE 
and three Blue Mountains Challenges. I have had fun and learnt a lot and have come away with great expectations in what I will 
be adding to my turnings in the future. If you have been around for a couple of years and watched what I have put into show and 
tell I think that you would agree that I have improved (some say only slightly, some say that it is due to their tutorage). I grant that 
you may say what can be gained by watching someone for a short time. It is the thought provoking ideas that sometimes makes a 
difference. 
 
I know that at the Auburn Mega Mart sales some of us were looking at the display by our groups and were discussing how we 
thought the items were turned. Well guess what. I don’t think we hit it. I was shown because I asked. I had a go and didn’t 
succeed as well as I had hoped but at least I had a go and I will perfect it. What you pick up is entirely up to you and what appeals 
to you.  
 
Yesterdays Blue Mountains Challenge will be the second that I have participated in as far as the club challenge. I am not a great 
turner or a fast turner but I am willing to have a go and have some fun as well. Yes you will meet other people with similar 
interest ‘that’s what it’s all about” broaden your experiences and try new things.  
            Larry 

_________ 
    
Turn & Salt & Pepper Mill – Class: Conducted by Bill Swindail 
 
Saturday 23rd April 2005, I together with another 7-10 members attended a hands on class conducted by Bill Swindail, the subject 
was to turn a salt/pepper mill with a mechanism part inside the mill. 
 
After 18 years as a member of the guild I have never turned one of the articles and I considered it was time to learn. One fault not 
Bills, it was not finished on the day. As you get older a new subject becomes or looks that way, as if it is becoming harder as you 
grow and slow down. As age increases, Bill too, his concern made a small hic-cup in the drawing, nothing to complain about. 
 
I have always stated in previous articles, you never cease to learn. If we continue to support each other with constructive help 
similar to that class, Bill gave up his day to teach us, also assisting the new committee whenever it is possible. When we become 
a separate incorporated club, nothing will stop us from growing into a larger and more active club. His unselfish approach using 
his own time is an important aspect not to be forgotten, a example of what is required from all members. The future is in your 
hands, not mine, it will fail unless we work together as a group, not individually. 
 
One last point, I believe must not be forgotten. A motto used since the guild was formed, I hope it continues to be used, unless 
you have a better one. By Hand and Eye and included a few words of encouragement. Frank Bollins regularly wrote in the Hand 
& Eye, “Keep the lathe turning”. Frank is a past president of the guild, who served in that position for a number of years; he is 
over 80 years of age, a former sheet metal worker who was employed in State Rail before his retirement. 
            

Malcolm Clark 
_________ 

    
MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 
Welcome to our new members and any visitors today. We hope that you enjoy yourselves at this meeting and, indeed, many other 
meetings that you may attend at this region and at our other regions. 
 
 
 
 
 



Safety Instruction:       
In line with Work Cover, OH & S practices, and pure, simple common sense, NO ONE is to attend workshop type 
meetings or any Guild function wearing thongs, sandals, or open foot wear.  
 
**Please note: Current first aid officers are: Ted Edwards & Larry Bailey 
 
ITEMS FOR SALE 
 
Sandpaper – Various grades at $6.00 metre. 
Wood – as priced on the rack on the stage. 
End Sealer -  $4.00 per litre. 
Friction Polish – priced to bottle size. 
Scrapers & Parting Tools –Range of round & square end $30.00 ea. 
Swindail Gouge; $50.00 made upon request only. 
Please see Bill Swindail if you wish to make a purchase. 
 
FREE TIMBER- Kiln Dried: Contact Clive Hales 4653 1070 Frank Hicks 4655 7295. Take what is given. Various species – 
Tassie Oak, Myrtle, Cherry etc. 

 
Ladies Days: Dates are 21May, 30 July. 
 
Our last meeting, in March, was a 'hive of industry' as we prepared and decorated our legs for the tables. Much turning, burning 
and painting was in evidence. There was a great variety of legs - traditional with pyrography and /or colour, a spoonfoot or two, 
captive rings, drilled and cut away areas, folk art ... Tops for the tables were chosen and work commenced exploring the use of 
epoxy to fill a degrade area. Not having the appropriate colouring agents we chose to use dust from some fine sanding work and 
this gave a good result. We could have done with another working day or two as a group but to have them complete for display at 
the Blue Mountains Club Challenge something more intensive was required. Several of the group were in a position to give some 
extra time and did so generously. The end result was well worth the effort. The two resulting tables were the centre of a lot of 
interest at the challenge and had provided a fun learning experience for us. 
 
           Anna Dawes 

   
 
Bowls for Any Event      Plus!
 Don’t forget if you are not turning anything in particular think about turning one of our blanks. 

______ 
   Blue Mountains Woodturning Challenge; 
 
Some pictures of the day – 
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Some of the displays: 

  

    

    
 

     
 

    
 
Well what a day. About 10 of our members participated in this event. We didn’t win the club challenge with our pedestal bowl 
(didn’t quite look like the drawing but I think we had fun anyway as there was some banter with the opposition when they were 
asking for items we were only too willing to help with the wrong size etc.). Even though we were going to practice we didn’t 
quite get there with other commitments and I guess we thought we knew it anyway. The Peninsula Region won the challenge with 
the turning of a money making machine. Well-done Peninsula. Graham Dawes entered his ant into the individual turnings and 
although he didn’t win the judges said he was well amongst the top entrants. The club displays although few in numbers were 
very good. We received a prise (Japanese saw) for participation.  With some constructive comments from the judges we should do 
better next time. Thanks to all who put something on display. John Malysiac won a prize for his goblets and stand. Well-done 
John. The Blue Mountains Woodturners won the display. There were several demonstrations on which I only got to see Stephen 
Hughes from Victoria. Stephen will be at the Blue Mountains Symposium later this year (details below). Stephen demonstrated a 
lidded box and a deep bowl with carved legs (didn’t quite finish this but we got the idea). I also popped into see Irene Grafert 
from Denmark; she was talking about enhancing your turnings with gilding, colouring and other metals. This again was quite an 
interesting demonstration. Irene also had a small storey about what she could say when she was demonstrating in the USA. This 
was about patina. If you are interested I will relay it to you. 
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Thanks to Rohan we again ate well for lunch. Many a comment was given about his little kitchen setup behind our display table. I 
knew when lunch was ready, as I could smell it in the hall. There were some envious looks and much licking of lips. Thanks 
Rohan. 
 
As we were leaving I was lucky enough to be offered a place in Stephen Hughes hands on class on Sunday (this was a thankyou 
from the Blue Mountains group to the Western & Blue Mountains group for our friendship and help over the past year or so) I 
gratefully accepted on behalf of all our members. I’m sure that in the coming months you will see a bit of what Stephen taught me 
on the day. 
 
Pictures of the lidded box Stephen Hughes turned on the day: 
           Larry 
 

          
 
Blue Mountains Challenge: Well as per usual the Mountains Boys put on a good show, they always do. There were about 10 of 
our guys and girls attended and we all had a good day. The venue was at the Blaxland High School – Auditorium plus a few of 
the classrooms. The demonstrations were plentiful and a couple of organisations were selling tools and woodturning ancillaries. 
 
We entered a team in the Challenge and made a Pedestal Platter from camphor laurel within the allocated hour time limit. I really 
enjoyed this it was fun. We didn’t win the competition was too fierce. The Peninsula boys won and deservedly so. They were well 
rehearsed and all dam good turners. But next year it will be different, we learnt a lot. 
 
Our region mounted a fairly good display of our work, but again the competition was tough. We certainly learned  a lot so next 
year we will give them some real competition. 
 
The good news was John Malysiak took out a prize for individual effort with his goblets on a stand made from rosewood and he 
certainly deserved to. Congratulations John, your work is always first class. We had to supply our own lunch so Rihan McCardell 
in his usual good form brought along his cooking gear and prepared pan-fried ham cheese and tomato sandwiches for us. Hows 
that for one upmanship. Anyhow we all agreed that this was a bloody good day and we are looking foreword to the next time. 
 
           Alan Phelps 

_________ 
    
Blue Mountains Woodturners – Symposium and Demonstrations 
 
I write this article because of my interest in all allied groups who are interested in woodwork and woodturning. 
 
Six members travelled to Blaxland High School to attend a day of demonstrations by five demonstrators, George Hatfield, Ernie 
Newman, Lindsay Skinner, Stephen Hughes from Victoria, Irene Grafert from Denmark, included a hands on challenge in the 
form of a team race to be completed within one hour by three members of the visiting groups, unfortunately doing their best, 
Alan, Graham and Larry missed out by two minutes, not quite as fast as the Peninsula group. 
 
After the heat of that race, which occurred between 10.00 and 11.00am. If you didn’t watch the other events opportunity existed 
to visit other demonstrators. I spent the rest of the day with Stephen Hughes, who turned a unique lidded box and a large bowl 
with feet, carved with a angle grinder and tool, similar but safer than the arbatec attachment used by some crafts people. 
 
I was advised that the room used By Irene Grafert was full, my decision to try Stephen Hughes was the reason I stayed with him 
for the rest of the day, appreciating that there were other demonstrators whom I had seen before. 
 
Our group was the envy of many others who were in attendance at lunchtime. We were supplied with meat and Tomato toasted 
sandwiches cooked by Rohan on his small porta gas stove, otherwise bring your own or light refreshments were available for no 
charge organised by the Blue Mountains group. 
 
John Malysiak won a prise for his excellent goblets, our region was presented with a Japanese style tenon saw that cuts in a revers 
direction to the usual ones manufactured in western countries and sold here. 
 
Larry Bailey was asked to attend a hand on event the next day, conducted by Stephen Hughes and Irene Grafert for no charge. 
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I hope more of our members will attend the next one to be held in two years time. Thankyou to the members who were there. 
 
         Malcolm Clark 
 
This is a comment on the proposal by two members of the Western area and the guild, passed by the committee at the April 
committee meeting, to allow the use of professionals at demonstrations. 
 
I agree in principal, with another thought will it increase the amount the area will charge for a demonstration, i.e. because he is a 
woodturner all the time and I presume that the person who is invited will have a set charge, that may cause an increase of his price 
to demonstrate at a meeting, or on a special day, possibly arranged between the committee and the professional woodturner. 
 
An increase in charge may deter the pensioner members in our area. I am one and after attending many a weekend and day 
symposiums, organised by the guild and other clubs in England and Australia. Sydney because of economic circumstances are not 
prepared to pay more than $25 for a day demonstration, up to $125 for a weekend when more demonstrators are invited. 
Previously I attended as many symposiums as possible. Because of a loss of a income that supported that luxury it is with regret 
that I am withdrawing my support for many demonstrations that I previously went to, except day ones and that will depend if 
there is any increase of the amount of money that will be requested, also noting that some expenses will have to be paid. 
 
How many members will support my view I don’t know and I suggest that a survey of what they think is a reasonable charge, and 
if they desire to attend a demonstration, if the cost is increased. 
 
Please note, this is my view and I do not hold any prejudice against any member who disagrees with my idea. Also I consider if 
the members agree, some discount should be allowed for pensioners, as many other organisations do, i.e. 3801 Limited, reduce 
the charge for seniors when a railway excursion is planned, and no they are not controlled by State Rail and they are a non profit 
company, and pay the railway to allow them to travel on the rail system. Seniors or pensioners also are allowed discounts at 
various venues, etc. who are private businesses and I understand we are not in that capacity. What is wrong, when we invite our 
own guild members to demonstrate, some have many years of experience, without the three-year TAFE course qualifications. Is 
discrimination creeping into the guild, because of its future, due to indications that the areas will possibly be incorporated later in 
the year, also is there any written rule that we have to invite professionals all the time? 
 
To me, the future of the guild is in the members hands, why not a vote from them, if they agree or disagree. If the committee 
members supported the motion, why did they pass it without asking the members? 
 
         Malcolm Clark  
 
 
Blue Mountains Woodturning Symposium 2005 

 
The Blue Mountains Woodturning Symposium 2005 is being held on 30th-31st October 2005. The venue is Emu Heights Primary 
School, Wedmore Road Emu Heights (just west of Penrith NSW – at the foot of the Blue Mountains). 

Eighteen International and National Demonstrators will provide a weekend of turning fascination. 

Attendance number will be limited so early enrolment is recommended. Please see the brochures in the hall. 

From the Blue Mountains Woodturners Inc Web Page.  
_________ 

    
TURNING CLASSES 

 
We encourage all beginners to seek help, ask questions and enjoy what we hope will be a great hobby. 
 If you are interested in joining classes please see Bill Swindail or Alan Phelps.  
Please note that due to requirements under the child protection act we cannot teach children under the age of 21. 

_________ 
 

Please remember that NO member can commit the Region to participate in any demonstration or event without first presenting to 
the committee. Guild approval is also required for insurance purposes. 

Convenor 
_________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Some images from the last Sunday meeting.    
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	Third Sunday every month from 10.00am, Every Wednesday from 
	Friction Polish – priced to bottle size.

	Blue Mountains Woodturners – Symposium and Demonstrations

